NOTICE OF MEETING
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON
THURSDAY - JUNE 24, 2021 - 9:00 A.M.
ROOM 204 - CITY HALL
823 ROSENBERG, GALVESTON, TEXAS
TELEPHONE: (409) 797-3510
Members of the public may participate in the meeting in the following ways:
1. Attend the Zoom meeting by registering in advance at the following web address:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4MZ0cTE0RQelKDR8oK8GYQ
2. Attend the meeting in person at the above address.
WORKSHOP AGENDA
1. DECLARATION OF A QUORUM AND CALL MEETING TO ORDER
2. ROLL CALL
3. DISCUSSION ITEMS
3.A. Park Board Interviews ( 30 Min )
3.B. Clarification Of Consent And Regular City Council Agenda Items - This Is An
Opportunity For City Council To Ask Questions Of Staff On Consent And Regular
Agenda Items (20 Minutes)
3.C. 87th Texas Legislature Wrap Up Report - S. Bakko ( 15 Min )
Documents:
FINAL CITY OF GALVESTON - 87TH LEGISLATURE - WRAP UP
REPORT.DOCX
3.D. Discussion Of The 2021 Budget/CIP - M Loftin ( 45 Min )
Documents:
FY22 BUDGET AND CIP SCHEDULE CORRECTED 7.2.21.PDF
3.E. Discussion Of Seasonal Temporary Parking Lot Permits - T Tietjens (15 Min )
Documents:
TEMPORARY AND SEASONAL PARKING.PNG
3.F. Discussion Of The Golf Cart Ordinance - D Glywasky ( 20 Min )
Documents:
CHAPTER 34 - GOLF CART - FINAL AMENDS- 6-2021.DOCX
CLEAN - CHAPTER 34 - GOLF CART AMENDS- 6-2021.DOCX
3.G. Update On Beach Access And Parking Concerns Robb/Brown - ( 15 Min )
3.H. Report Of City Council's Park Board Representative (Collins/Brown - 10 Minutes)
4. ADJOURNMENT

CLEAN - CHAPTER 34 - GOLF CART AMENDS- 6-2021.DOCX
3.G. Update On Beach Access And Parking Concerns Robb/Brown - ( 15 Min )
3.H. Report Of City Council's Park Board Representative (Collins/Brown - 10 Minutes)
4. ADJOURNMENT
I certify that the above Notice of Meeting was posted in a place convenient to the public in
compliance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code on June 17, 2021 at 4:35 P.M.

Janelle Williams, City Secretary
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
(ADA), PERSONS IN NEED OF A SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS
PROCEEDING SHALL, WITHIN THREE (3) DAYS PRIOR TO ANY PROCEEDING, CONTACT
THE CITY SECRETARY'S OFFICE, SUITE 201, 823 ROSENBERG, GALVESTON, TEXAS 77550
(409-797-3510).

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mayor Craig Brown and Members of Council

CC:

City Manager Office, Executive Leadership Team, City Attorney Office

FROM: Sally Bakko, Director of Policy and Governmental Relations
DATE: June 24, 2021
RE:
87th Texas Legislature Wrap-up Report
______________________________________________________________________________
The 87th Texas Legislature enacted the following bills of interest for the City of Galveston. No later than
June 20th, Governor Greg Abbott must sign, veto, or allow a bill to become without his signature.
SECTION 1: GALVESTON LEGISLATIVE AGENDA PRIORITIES – RELATED BILLS
Coastal Storm Surge Suppression System
SB 1160 (Taylor/Paul) Gulf Coast Protection District – The Gulf Coast Protection District is created
to act as the non-federal sponsor for the storm surge suppression system project the US Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) plans to submit in the completed Texas Coastal Study and Chief’s Report to
Congress. The District is governed by an 11-member Board of Directors. The commissioners courts for
the five (5) participating counties will each appoint a director. The Governor will appoint the remaining
(6) six members: two (2) additional directors for Harris County; one (1) director for a municipality in
the District; one (1) director to represent ports; one (1) director to represent industry; and one (1)
director to represent environmental concerns. Each board member must reside in the district territory.
The bill prohibits a majority of board members from residing in one county. The district must hold an
election to obtain voter approval before imposing a property tax (capped at five cents on each $100
valuation) or issue bonds payable from property taxes. The District, without an election, may issue
bonds, notes or other obligations secured by revenue other than property taxes. While this bill creates a
mechanism to facilitate the Coastal Texas Study and Sabine to Galveston projects, it is not endorsing a
specific design element. Construction will be handled by the USACE and design will continue to be
refined as the USACE works with the locals through the design and build process. Effective
immediately.
Examine Texas Windstorm Insurance Association (TWIA) Structure and Role
HB 769 (Middleton/Taylor) TWIA Administration. Prohibits the Texas Windstorm Insurance
Association board of directors from voting on a proposed rate increase if there is a vacancy on the board
that has existed for at least 60 days at the time the vote is to be taken. In addition, prohibits TWIA from
purchasing reinsurance from an insurer or broker involved in the catastrophe modeling used to
determine the probable maximum loss for the period covered by the reinsurance or when adopting rates.
Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 2920 (Lozano/Hancock) – TWIA Premium Payment Grace Period: requires the commissioner
of insurance, with the advice of the Texas Windstorm Insurance Association (TWIA), to establish a
grace period of not more than 10 days after the due date for the receipt of premium payment for a policy
renewal. Effective September 1, 2021.
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HB 3564 (Paul/Taylor) TWIA Certificate of Compliance – prohibit the Texas Department of
Insurance from rescinding a certificate of compliance for a completed or ongoing improvement for
purposes of coverage under a policy issued by the Texas Windstorm Insurance Association after issuing
the certificate. That prohibition applies to certificates that are in effect or issued on or after the bill's
effective date. Effective immediately, unless vetoed by the Governor.
SB 1448 (Taylor/Bonnen) TWIA Legislative Oversight Board and Rates – The bill continues the
windstorm insurance Legislative Funding and Funding Structure Oversight Board, requires legislative
recommendations report due to the governor, lieutenant governor, and speaker of the house no later than
January 1, 2023; and establishes that a TWIA premium rate increase requires a two-thirds vote of the
board of directors to approve the new rate. Effective September 1, 2021
Safeguarding Local Property Tax Revenues During Disaster
SB 1438 (Bettencourt/Meyer) Effect of a disaster on the calculation of property tax rates. The
current law three-year property tax disaster exception to the 3.5 percent cap on the voter-approval rate
(VAR) continues for communities impacted by disaster, but with the added requirement that at least one
person is granted a temporary exemption for qualified property damaged by disaster (previously this
temporary exemption was a local option). In addition, the bill makes the following revisions when
calculating the VAR:
1. City’s VAR in first year after the city qualifies for disaster calculation is reduced by the “emergency
revenue rate.”
2. The emergency revenue rate is calculated using the following formula: Emergency Revenue Rate =
[(Last year’s adopted tax rate – Adjusted voter-approval tax rate) x Last year’s total value] / (Current
total value – New property value)
3. In the formula above, “adjusted voter-approval tax rate” is the VAR calculated for that tax year,
determined as if the city adopted the 3.5 percent VAR every year during disaster calculation, even
though the city was authorized to go up to 8 percent. There’s an exception if the city’s adopted rate
was approved at a rollback election.
In summary, in the first year a city calculates a normal 3.5 percent VAR following a disaster period of
up to 3 years when the city could calculate an 8 percent VAR, the city’s 3.5 percent VAR is lowered to
the VAR that the city would have had if the disaster never occurred and if the city went up to the 3.5
VAR in each of the “disaster” years. Effective immediately.
Support Community Policing, Officer Wellness and Accountability Initiatives
H.B. 3712 (E. Thompson/West) – Peace Officer Training: provides that: (1) basic peace officer
training course programs may not be less than 720 hours, and must include training on: (a) prohibitions
against the intentional use of a choke hold, carotid artery hold, or similar neck restraint by a peace
officer unless reasonably necessary to prevent serious bodily injury to or the death of the peace officer
or another person; (b) an officer’s duty to intervene, stop or prevent another peace officer from using
force against a person suspected of committing an offense in certain situations; and (c) a peace officer’s
duty to request emergency medical services when encountering an injured person while discharging the
officer’s official duties and, while waiting for emergency medical services to arrive, provide first aid or
treatment to the person to the extent of the officer’s skills and training, unless such aid would expose the
officer or another person to a risk of bodily injury or the officer is injured and physically unable to make
the request or provide the treatment; (3) the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE) shall
develop model training curriculum and model policies for law enforcement agencies and peace officers
that must include the items described in (2), above; and (4) before the first day of each 24-month
training unit during which peace officers are required to complete 40 hours of continuing education
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programs, TCOLE shall specify the mandated topics to be covered in up to 16 of the required hours.
Effective September 1, 2021.
SB 24 (Huffman/Bonnen) Hiring procedures for law enforcement agencies. For hiring on or after
January 1, 2022, the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement will provide forms and procedures law
enforcement agencies must follow when hiring a person licensed as a law enforcement officer. Before
hiring, a law enforcement agency must submit confirmation to TCOLE that the following information
was reviewed: 1) personnel files and other employee records from each previous law enforcement
agency employer, including the employment application submitted to the previous employer; 2)
employment termination reports and service records maintained by TCOLE; 3) proof the person meets
minimum qualifications for enrollment in an applicable TCOLE training program; 4) a military veteran
documentation or other military discharge record; 5) criminal history record information; 6) information
on pending warrants as available through the Texas Crime Information Center and the National Crime
Information Center; 7) motor vehicle operator and driving record documentation from the Department
of Public Safety; 7) proof of U.S. citizenship; and 8) information on the person's background from at
least three personal references and at least two professional references. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 64 (Nelson/White) – Peer Support: provides, among other things, that: (1) the Texas Commission
on Law Enforcement (TCOLE) shall develop a peer support network for law enforcement officers that
includes: (a) peer-to-peer support; (b) training for peer service coordinators and peers that includes
suicide prevention training; (c) technical assistance for program development, peer service coordinators,
licensed mental health professionals, and peers; and (d) identification, retention, and screening of
licensed mental health professionals; (2) information relating to a law enforcement officer’s
participation in peer-to-peer support and other peer-to-peer services under the network is confidential
and may not be disclosed under the Public Information Act, by: (a) TCOLE; (b) a law enforcement
agency that employs a law enforcement officer participant; or (c) any other state agency or political
subdivision that employs a law enforcement officer participant; and (3) a law enforcement officer’s
participation in peer-to-peer support and other peer-to-peer services under the network may not: (a)
serve as the basis for a revocation, suspension, or denial of a license issued by TCOLE; or (b) be
considered in any proceeding related to the officer’s TCOLE licensure. Effective immediately.
S.B. 69 (Miles/White) – Use of Force: provides that: (1) a peace officer has a duty to intervene to stop
or prevent another peace officer from using force against a person suspected of committing an offense
if: (a) the amount of force exceeds that which is reasonable under the circumstances; and (b) the officer
knows or should know that the other officer’s use of force: (i) violates state or federal law; (ii) puts a
person at risk of bodily injury, and is not immediately necessary to avoid imminent bodily injury to a
peace officer or other person; and (iii) is not required to apprehend the person suspected of committing
an offense; (2) a peace officer who witnesses the use of excessive force by another peace officer shall
promptly make a detailed report of the incident and deliver the report to the supervisor of the peace
officer making the report; and (3) the use of any force, by any person, including a peace officer or
person acting in and at the direction of an officer, in connection with the arrest of another person, is not
a justified use of force if such force is used in a manner that impedes the normal breathing or circulation
of the blood of the person by applying pressure to the person’s throat, neck, or torso or by blocking the
person’s nose or mouth. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 1359 (Hughes/White) – Mental Health Leave Policy: provides among other things, that: (1) each
law enforcement agency shall develop and adopt a policy allowing the use of mental health leave by
peace officers employed by the agency who experience a traumatic event in the scope of that
employment; and (2) the policy adopted under (1) must: (a) provide clear and objective guidelines
establishing the circumstances under which a peace officer is granted mental health leave and may use
mental health leave; (b) entitle a peace officer to mental health leave without a deduction in salary or
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other compensation; (c) enumerate the number of mental health leave days available to a peace officer;
and (d) detail the level of anonymity for a peace officer who takes mental health leave. Effective
September 1, 2021.
S.B. 2212 (West/S. Thompson) – Duty to Render and Request Aid: provides that a peace officer: (1)
who encounters an injured person while discharging the officer’s official duties shall immediately and as
necessary: (a) request emergency medical services personnel to provide the person with emergency
medical services; and (b) while waiting for emergency medical services personnel to arrive, provide first
aid or treatment to the person to the extent of the officer’s skill and training; and (2) is not required to
request emergency medical services or provide first aid or treatment under (1), above, if: (a) making the
request or providing the treatment would expose the officer or another person to a risk of bodily injury;
or (b) the officer is injured and physically unable to make the request or provide the treatment. Effective
September 1, 2021.
Reach Public Retirement System Goals Through Cooperative Action
HB 3898 (Anchia/Huffman) Funding of public retirement systems. Requires a public retirement
system governing body and its associated governmental entity to: 1) jointly develop and adopt a written
funding policy that details a plan for achieving a funded ratio of the system that is equal to or greater
than 100 percent; 2) revise the policy to reflect any significant changes to the policy, including changes
required as a result of formulating and implementing a funding soundness restoration plan; and 3) post a
copy of the most recent edition of the written funding policy on a public available website no later than
the 31st day after the policy or change is adopted. The written funding policy must outline any automatic
contribution of benefit changes designed to prevent having to formulate a revised funding soundness
restoration plan, including any automatic risk-sharing mechanisms implemented, the adoption of an
actuarially determined contribution structure, and other benefit or contribution mechanisms. The public
retirement system must provide written notice to the associated governmental entity when an actuarial
valuation indicates the system’s actual contributions are not sufficient to amortize the unfunded actuarial
accrued liability within 30 years. Requires the governing body and the governmental entity to jointly
formulate a funding soundness restoration plan when the system’s funding period: 1) has exceeded 30
years for three consecutive annual actuarial valuations or two consecutive annual actuarial valuations
when a system conducts the valuations every two or three years; or 2) effective September 1, 2025: a)
exceeds 40 years; or b) exceeds 30 years and the funded ration of the system is less than 65 percent.
Additional funding soundness restoration plan requirement changes are made. Effective September 1,
2021.
Cooperative Broadband Expansion
H.B. 5 (Ashby/Nichols) – Broadband Development Office: this bill, among other things:
1. Defines “broadband service” as internet service with the capability of providing:
(a) a download speed of 25 megabits per second or faster; and
(b) an upload speed of three megabits per second or faster;
2. Creates a broadband development office (“the office”) within the comptroller’s office that will:
(a) provide information on broadband service and digital connectivity in the state;
(b) communicates with communities on the expansion, adoption, affordability, and use of broadband
service and the programs administered by the office; and
(c) provide information on federal programs to assist localities with broadband service and addressing
barriers to digital connectivity;
3. Requires the broadband office to create and publish a map on the comptroller’s website that classifies
each designated area in the state as:
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an eligible area, if fewer than 80 percent of the addresses in the designated area have access to
broadband service and the federal government has not awarded funding under a competitive process
to support the deployment of broadband service in the designated area; or
 an ineligible area, if 80 percent or more of the addresses in the designated area have access to
broadband service or the federal government has awarded funding under a competitive process to
support the deployment of broadband service to addresses in the designated area; and
displays: (a) the number of broadband service providers that serve each designated area; (b) indication
of whether the area has access to Internet service that is not broadband service, regardless of the
technology used to provide the service; and (c) each public school in the state and an indication of
whether the area has access to broadband service;
4. authorizes the broadband office to obtain necessary information from a political subdivision or
broadband service provider in circumstances when information available from the Federal
Communications Commission is insufficient to create or update the map;
5. allows a political subdivision or broadband service provider to petition the broadband office to
reclassify a designated area on the map as an eligible area or ineligible area;
6. authorizes grants, low-interest loans, and other financial incentives for expanding access to, and
adoption of, broadband service in designated areas determined to be eligible areas; and
7. requires the broadband office to prepare, update and publish on the comptroller’s Internet website a
state broadband plan that establishes long-term goals for greater access to and adoption, affordability,
and use of broadband service in Texas;
Effective immediately.
H.B. 3853 (Anderson/Perry) – Middle Mile Broadband Service: this bill, among other things: (1)
defines “middle mile broadband service” as the provision of excess fiber capacity on an electric utility’s
electric delivery system or other facilities to an Internet service provider to provide broadband service,
and provides that the term does not include the provision of Internet service to end-use customers on a
retail basis; (2) authorizes certain electric utilities, not including a municipally owned utility, to own,
construct, maintain, and operate fiber optic cables and other facilities for providing middle mile
broadband service in unserved and underserved areas; (3) provides that if a city is already collecting a
charge or fee from the electric utility for the use of the public rights-of-way for the delivery of electricity
to retail electric customers, the city may not require a franchise, an amendment to a franchise, or an
additional charge, fee, or tax from the electric utility for the use of the public rights-of-way for middle
mile broadband service; (4) provides that if a city or local government is not already collecting a charge
or fee from the electric utility for the use of the public rights-of-way, the city may impose a charge on
the provision of middle mile broadband service, but the charge may not be greater than the lowest
charge that the city or local government imposes on other providers of broadband service for use of the
public rights-of-way in its jurisdiction; and (5) establishes a system by which an electric utility that
plans a project to deploy middle mile broadband must submit a written plan to the Public Utility
Commission (PUC) for PUC approval. Effective immediately.
SECTION 2: SUMMARIES OF ADDITIONAL BILLS OF INTEREST
PROPERTY TAX AND PROPERTY APPRAISALS
H.B. 988 (Shine/Hancock) – Property Tax Appraisal: this bill, among other things: (1) provides that a
member of the governing body, officer, or employee of a taxing unit commits a Class A misdemeanor if
the person directly or indirectly communicates with the chief appraiser or another employee of the
appraisal district in which the taxing unit participates for the purpose of influencing the value at which
property in the district is appraised, unless the person owns or leases the property that is the subject of
the communication; (2) authorizes the governing body of a taxing unit, any part of which is located in an
area designated a disaster area on or after January 1, 2020, to take official action to extend the date by
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which goods-in-transit must be transported to another location in the state or outside the state to a date
not later than the 270th day after the date the person acquired the property in or imported the property
into the state for the purposes of the goods-in-transit property tax exemption; and (3) provides that the
authority described in (2), above, expires on December 31, 2025. Summarized provisions are effective
January 1, 2022, certain other provisions in the bill are effective immediately.
H.B. 1869 (Burrows/Bettencourt) – Debt Financing: modifies the definition of “debt” for purposes of
the debt service property tax rate calculation to only include debt that meets one of the following
requirements: (1) has been approved at an election; (2) includes self-supporting debt; (3) evidences a
loan under a state or federal financial assistance program; (4) is issued for “designated infrastructure”,
which means infrastructure, including a facility, equipment, rights-of-way, or land, for the following
purposes: (a) streets, roads, highways, bridges, sidewalks, parks, landfills, parking structures, or airports;
(b) telecommunications, wireless communications, information technology systems, applications,
hardware, or software; (c) cybersecurity; (d) as part of any utility system, water supply project, water
plant, wastewater plant, water and wastewater distribution or conveyance facility, wharf, dock, or flood
control and drainage project; (e) police stations, fire stations, or other public safety facilities, jails,
juvenile detention facilities, or judicial facilities, and any facilities that are physically attached to these
facilities; (f) as part of any school district; or (g) as part of any hospital district that includes a teaching
hospital; (5) is a refunding bond; (6) is issued in response to an emergency related to a hurricane or
tropical storm; (7) is issued for renovating, improving, or equipping existing buildings or facilities; (8) is
issued for vehicles or equipment; or (9) is issued for a tax increment reinvestment zone or a
transportation reinvestment zone. Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 2723 (Meyer/Bettencourt) – Tax Rate Notice: requires: (1) the Department of Information
Resources to develop and maintain an easily accessible Internet website that lists each property tax
database and includes a method to assist a property owner in identifying the appropriate property tax
database for the owner’s property; and (2) certain existing property tax rate notices to contain a
statement encouraging taxpayers to visit a website collecting property tax database information to read
as follows: “Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which
you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed
tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.” Effective immediately,
but changes made by the bill apply only to a notice required to be delivered for a property tax year
beginning on or after January 1, 2021.
H.B. 3971 (Meyer/West) – Appraisal of Property in Historic District: provides that when
determining the market value of residential real property located in an area that is zoned or otherwise
designated as a historic district under city, state, or federal law, the chief appraiser shall consider the
effect on the property’s value of any restriction placed by the historic district on the property owner’s
ability to alter, improve, or repair the property. Effective January 1, 2022.
S.B. 63 (Nelson/Meyer) – Appraisal Process: makes several changes to the property tax appraisal
process, including: (1) imposing term limits on appraisal district board of directors members for
appraisal districts established in a county with a population of 120,000 or more; (2) prohibiting certain
former employees of an appraisal district from later serving on an appraisal district board of directors;
(3) prohibiting certain former members of the appraisal review board from serving as an employee of
the appraisal district; (4) providing that a person is entitled to an exemption from property taxation of
the appraised value of a solar or wind-powered energy device owned by the person that is installed or
constructed on real property and is primarily for production and distribution of energy for on-site use,
regardless of whether the person owns the real property on which the device is installed or constructed;
(5) imposing a 90-day and 30-day time limit on various determinations that a chief appraiser can make
on certain exemptions and other appraisal applications; and (6) limiting the ability of a chief appraiser to
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offer evidence at certain protest and appraisal hearings in support of modifying or denying an
application. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 742 (Birdwell/Anderson) – Installment Payments in Disaster or Emergency Area: provides
that, for certain property owned or leased by a business entity in a disaster or emergency area that has
not been damaged as a result of a disaster or emergency, the governing body of a taxing unit may
authorize a person to pay the taxing unit’s property taxes in four equal installments without penalty or
interest if the first installment is paid before the delinquency date and is accompanied by notice to the
taxing unit that the person will pay the remaining taxes in three equal installments. Effective
immediately.
S.B. 1421 (Bettencourt/Thierry) – Property Tax Appraisal: this bill, among other things, authorizes
the appraisal review board, on the motion of the chief appraiser or of a property owner, to direct by
written order changes in the appraisal roll or related appraisal records under certain circumstances for
the current tax year and for either of the two preceding tax years to correct an inaccuracy in the
appraised value of the owner’s tangible personal property that is the result of an error or omission in a
rendition statement or property report filed for the applicable tax year. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 1427 (Bettencourt/Shine) – Property Tax Exemption: clarifies that the temporary property tax
exemption for a portion of the appraised value of property damaged by a disaster only applies when
there is physical damage to a property caused by a disaster. Effective immediately.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
H.B. 1239 (Sanford/Paxton) – Religious Freedom: this bill provides that: (1) for purposes of a disaster
declared under Texas Disaster Act of 1975, the Texas Religious Freedom Restoration Act is not
considered a regulatory statute and may not be suspended; and (2) a government agency or public
official may not issue an order that closes or has the effect of closing places of worship. Effective
immediately.
H.B. 1500 (Hefner/Creighton) – Firearm Regulation: this bill: (1) provides that the Texas Disaster
Act of 1975 does not authorize any person to prohibit or restrict the business or operations of a firearms
or ammunition manufacturer, distributor, wholesaler, supplier, or retailer or a sport shooting range, in
connection with a disaster; (2) provides that the governor may not, during a state of disaster, suspend or
limit the sale, dispensing, or transportation of explosives or combustibles that are components of firearm
ammunition; (3) provides that a directive issued during a state of emergency may not prohibit or restrict
the business or operations of a firearms or ammunition manufacturer, distributor, wholesaler, supplier,
or retailer or a sport shooting range; and (4) removes certain express statutory authority of a city to
regulate the use of firearms, air guns, or knives in the case of an insurrection, riot, or natural disaster.
Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 6 (Hancock/Leach) – Pandemic Liability: this bill, among other things, provides liability
protections for a physician, health care provider or first responder if a preponderance of the evidence
shows that:
a. a pandemic disease or disaster declaration related to a pandemic disease was a producing cause of the
care, treatment, or failure to provide care or treatment that allegedly caused the injury or death; or
b. the individual who suffered injury or death was diagnosed or reasonably suspected to be infected with
a pandemic disease at the time of the care, treatment, or failure to provide care or treatment;
2. the statutory provisions relating to liability of physicians, health care providers, and first responders
during a pandemic do not constitute a waiver of sovereign immunity of the state or governmental
immunity of a political subdivision and do not create a civil cause of action;
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3. a person (including a governmental entity) is not liable for injury or death caused by exposing an
individual to a pandemic disease during a pandemic emergency unless the claimant establishes that:
a. the person who exposed the individual:
i. knowingly failed to warn the individual of or remediate a condition that the person knew was
likely to result in the exposure of an individual to the disease, provided that the person:
1. had control over the condition;
2. knew that the individual was more likely than not to come into contact with the condition; and
3. had a reasonable opportunity and ability to remediate the condition or warn the individual of
the condition before the individual came into contact with the condition; or
ii. knowingly failed to implement or comply with government-promulgated standards, guidance, or
protocols intended to lower the likelihood of exposure to the disease that were applicable to the
person or the person’s business, provided that:
1. the person had reasonable opportunity and ability to implement or comply with the standards,
guidance, or protocols; and
2. the person refused to implement or comply with or acted with flagrant disregard of the
standards, guidance, or protocols; and
3. the government-promulgated standards, guidance, or protocols that the person failed to
implement or comply with did not, on the date that the individual was exposed to the disease,
conflict with government-promulgated standards, guidance, or protocols that the person
implemented or complied with; and
b. reliable scientific evidence shows that the failure to warn the individual of the condition, remediate
the condition, or implement or comply with the government-promulgated standards, guidance, or
protocols was the cause in fact of the individual contracting the disease.
Effective immediately.
SB 877 (Hancock/Morrison) – Municipal building inspections during a declared disaster: Certain
third-party individuals are authorized to perform building inspections for compliance with municipal
building and rehabilitation codes or related municipal regulations in an area subject to a disaster
declaration by the governor. Individuals must meet the following criteria: person is not the owner of the
building or a person whose work is the subject of the inspection; the person is: 1) certified to inspect
buildings by the International Code Council, 2) employed as a building inspector by the municipality in
which the building is located; employed as a building inspector by another political subdivision and
approved by the municipality where the building is located; or a licensed engineer. The person who
performs the inspection must provide notice to the municipality of the inspection no later than 30 days
following the inspection. A municipality is prohibited from collecting an inspection fee related to the
inspection of a building performed under the bill's provisions. Effective immediately, unless vetoed by
the Governor.
S.B. 968 (Kolkhorst/Klick) – Public Health Disaster Preparedness: this bill, among other things:
1. a political subdivision may not issue an order during a declared state of disaster or local disaster to
address a pandemic disaster that would limit or prohibit: (a) housing and commercial construction
activities, including related activities involving the sale, transportation, and installation of manufactured
homes; (b) the provision of governmental services for title searches, notary services, and recording
services in support of mortgages and real estate services and transactions; (c) residential and commercial
real estate services, including settlement services; or (d) essential maintenance, manufacturing, design,
operation, inspection, security, and construction services for essential products, services, and supply
chain relief efforts;
2. the Texas Department of Emergency Management (TDEM) shall establish a process for designating
individuals who are included in the emergency assistance registry as medically fragile, and collaborate
with first responders, local governments, and local health departments to conduct wellness checks on
those individuals during certain events (e.g., a disaster or power outage), as determined by TDEM;
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3. a wellness check under (2), above, must include an automated phone call, a personalized call and, if
the person is unresponsive to calls, an in-person check, and requires each city to adopt procedures to
conduct wellness checks in compliance with minimum standards adopted by TDEM;
4. makes various changes to the Communicable Disease Prevention and Control Act, including
providing that: (a) the Department of State Health Services is the “preemptive authority” for purposes of
the Act, and shall collaborate with local elected officials to prevent the spread of disease and protect the
public health; and (b) a regional public health disaster declaration or order must be filed with the county
clerk or city secretary in each area to which it applies, unless the circumstances prevent or impede the
filing; and
5. a governmental entity may not issue a vaccine passport, vaccine pass, or other standardized
documentation to certify an individual’s COVID-19 vaccination status to a third party for a purpose
other than health care or otherwise publish or share any individual’s COVID-19 immunization record or
similar health information for a purpose other than health care.
Effective immediately.
PURCHASING
H.B. 692 (Shine/Creighton) – Public Works Contracts Retainage: this bill provides that:
1. “warranty period” means the period of time specified in a contract during which certain terms
applicable to the warranting of work performed under the contract are in effect;
2. a governmental entity shall: (a) include in each public works contract a provision that establishes the
circumstances under which: (i) a public works project is considered substantially complete; (ii) the
governmental entity may release the retainage for substantially completed portions of the project, or
fully completed and accepted portions of the project; (b) maintain accurate records for the retainage
withheld on periodic contracts payments, and the retainage released to the prime contractor for a public
works contract; and (c) for certain public works contracts with a value of $10 million or more, pay any
remaining retainage on periodic contract payments, and the interest earned on the retainage, to the prime
contractor on completion of the contract;
3. if the total value of a public works contract is less than $5 million, a governmental entity may not
withhold retainage in an amount that exceeds 10 percent of the contract price and the rate of retainage
may not exceed 10 percent for any item in a bid schedule or schedule of values for the project, including
materials and equipment delivered on site to be installed;
4. if the total value of a public works contract is $5 million or more, a governmental entity may not
withhold retainage in an amount that exceeds five percent of the contract price and the rate of retainage
may not exceed five percent for any item in a bid schedule or schedule of values for the project,
including materials and equipment delivered on site to be installed;
5. if a public works contract relates to the construction or maintenance of a dam, regardless of the total
value of the contract, a governmental entity may not withhold retainage in an amount that exceeds 10
percent of the contract price and the rate of retainage may not exceed 10 percent for any item in a bid
schedule or schedule of values for the project, including materials and equipment delivered on site to be
installed;
6. the limitations described in (3)-(5), above, do not apply to certain water contracts;
7. for a competitively awarded contract with a value of $10 million or more, and for a contract that was
awarded using a method other than competitive bidding, a governmental entity and prime contractor
may agree to deposit in an interest-bearing account the retainage withheld on periodic contract
payments;
8. a governmental entity may not withhold retainage: (a) after completion of the contract by the prime
contractor, including during the warranty period; or (b) for the purpose of requiring the prime
contractor, after completion of the contract, to perform work on manufactured goods or systems that
were specified by the designer of record and properly installed by the contractor;
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9. on application to a governmental entity for final payment and release of retainage, the governmental
entity may withhold retainage if the governmental entity provides written notice and there is a bona fide
dispute between the governmental entity and the prime contractor and the reason for the dispute is that
labor, services, or materials provided by the prime contractor, or by a person under the direction or
control of the prime contractor, failed to comply with the express terms of the contract or if the surety on
any outstanding surety bond executed for the contract does not agree to the release of retainage; and
10. if there is no bona fide dispute as described (9), above, and neither party is in default, a prime
contractor is entitled to: (a) cure any noncompliant labor, services, or materials; or (b) offer the
governmental entity a reasonable amount of money as compensation for any noncompliant labor,
services, or materials that cannot be promptly cured.
Effective immediately.
H.B. 1428 (Huberty/Huffman) – Contingent Fee Contracts: excepts the following types of contingent
fee contracts for legal services from certain requirements: (1) a contract entered into by a political
subdivision for the collection of certain delinquent obligations; and (2) a contract entered into by a
political subdivision for certain public security services. Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 1476 (K. Bell/Nichols) – Goods and Services Payments: this bill: (1) requires a governmental
entity to notify a vendor of an error or disputed amount in an invoice submitted for payment by the
vendor not later than the 21st day after the date the entity receives the invoice, and include in the notice
a detailed statement of the amount of the invoice which is disputed; and (2) provides that a
governmental entity may withhold from payments required no more than 110 percent of the disputed
amount. Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 2581 (Kacal/Hancock) – Construction and Civil Works Projects: this bill: (1) requires a the
governing body of a governmental entity that considers a construction contract using a method other
than competitive bidding to, among other things, publish in the request for qualifications a detailed
methodology for scoring each criterion; (2) provides that: (a) an offeror who submits a bid, proposal, or
response to a request for qualifications for a construction contract under certain law may, after the
contract is awarded, make a request in writing to the governmental entity to provide documents related
to the evaluation of the offeror’s submission; and (b) not later than the 30th day after the date a request
is made, the governmental entity shall deliver to the offeror the documents relating to the evaluation of
the submission including, if applicable, its ranking of the submission; (3) provides that for civil works
projects, the weighted value assigned to price must be at least 50 percent of the total weighted value of
all selection criteria; however, if the governing body of a governmental entity determines that assigning
a lower weighted value to price is in the public interest, the governmental entity may assign to price a
weighted value of not less than 36.9 percent of the total weighted value of all selection criteria; and (4)
provides that when the competitive sealed proposal procurement method is used, the governmental
entity shall make the evaluations, including any scores, public and provide them to all offerors not later
than the seventh business day after the date the contract is awarded. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 13 (Birdwell/P. King) – Energy Boycott: among other things, prohibits a city from entering into a
contract with a value of $100,000 or more that is to be paid from public funds with a company with
more than 10 full-time employees for goods or services unless the contract contains a written
verification from the company that it: (1) does not boycott energy companies; and (2) will not boycott
energy companies during the term of the contract. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 19 (Schwertner/Capriglione) – Firearms: among other things, (1) prohibits a governmental entity
from entering into a contract with a value of $100,000 or more that is to be paid from public funds with
a company with more than 10 full-time employees for the purchase of goods or services unless the
contract contains a written verification from the company that it: (a) does not have a practice, policy,
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guidance, or directive that discriminates against a firearm entity or firearm trade association; and (b) will
not discriminate during the term of the contract against a firearm entity or firearm trade association; and
(2) provides that the prohibition in (1) does not apply to a city that (a) contracts with a sole-source
provider, or (b) the city does not receive any bids from a company that is able to provide the required
verification required by (1). Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 58 (Zafferini/Turner) - Cloud computing services: The bill provides that cloud computing
services are personal property for which the governing body of a governmental agency may contract
under the Public Property Finance Act. Effective immediately.
S.B. 219 (Hughes/Leach) – Real Property Construction and Repair: this bill: (1) provides that, in
regard to a contract for the construction or repair of improvement to real property, a contractor is not
responsible for the consequences of design defects in and may not warranty the accuracy, adequacy,
sufficiency, or suitability of plans, specifications, or other design documents provided to the contractor
by a person other than the contractor’s agents, contractors, fabricators, or suppliers, or its consultants, of
any tier; (2) requires a contractor, within a reasonable time of learning of a defect, inaccuracy,
inadequacy, or insufficiency in the plans, specifications, or other design documents, disclose in writing
to the person with whom the contractor enters into a contract the existence of any known defect in the
plans, specifications, or other design documents that is discovered by the contractor, or that reasonably
should have been discovered by the contractor using ordinary diligence, before or during construction;
(3) excepts certain contracts from the new provisions regarding responsibility for defects in plans and
specifications described in (1) and (2); (4) requires a construction contract for architectural or
engineering services or a contract related to the construction or repair of an improvement to real
property that contains architectural or engineering services as a component to require that the
architectural or engineering services be performed with the professional skill and care ordinarily
provided by competent architects or engineers practicing under the same or similar circumstances and
professional license, and a provision in a contract with a different standard of care is void and
unenforceable; and (5) provides that certain limitations on a contractor’s responsibility for certain
defects do not apply to a design-build contract. Effective September 1, 2021, except for (5) which
clarifies existing law and applies to a contracted entered into before, on, or after September 1, 2021.
S.B. 2116 (Campbell/Parker) – Critical Infrastructure: among other things, prohibits a city from
entering into a contract or other agreement relating to “critical infrastructure” (defined to mean a
communication infrastructure system, cybersecurity system, electric grid, hazardous waste treatment
system, or water treatment facility) in this state with a company if the city knows that the company is:
(1) owned by or the majority of stock or other ownership interest of the company is held or controlled
by: (a) individuals who are citizens of China, Iran, North Korea, Russia, or other designated countries;
or (b) a company or other entity, including a governmental entity, that is owned or controlled by citizens
of or is directly controlled by the government of China, Iran, North Korea, Russia, or other designated
countries; or (2) headquartered in China, Iran, North Korea, Russia, or other designated countries.
Effective September 1, 2021.
OPEN GOVERNMENT
H.B. 872 (Bernal/Menéndez) – Confidentiality of Government-Operated Utility Customer
Information: this bill provides that: (1) information is excepted from disclosure under the Public
Information Act if it is information maintained by a government-operated utility that: (a) discloses
whether services have been discontinued, or reveals whether an account is delinquent or eligible for
disconnection by the government-operated utility; or (b) is collected as part of an advanced metering
system for usage, services, and billing, including amounts billed or collected for utility usage, except
that all such information is to be made available to that customer or their designated representative if the
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information directly relates to utility services provided to the customer and is not confidential under law;
(2) a government-operated utility may not disclose personal and utility usage information for
government operated utility customers unless the customer requests that the government-operated utility
disclose such information on an appropriately marked form or other written request for disclosure (Note:
former law made personal information and utility usage information confidential only if the customer
elected to keep the information confidential on a form provided by the government-operated utility); and
(3) a government-operated utility must provide notice of the customer’s right to request disclosure of
personal and utility usage information, along with the form to elect for disclosure, in each customer’s
utility bill or on the government-operated utility’s website. Effective immediately.
H.B. 1082 (P. King/Zaffirini) – Public Information: provides that: (1) with regard to information a
city holds as an employer, the home address, home telephone number, emergency contact information,
social security number, and personal family information of an elected public officer, is excepted from
the Public Information Act, regardless of whether the elected officer complies with certain requirements
to elect the information be kept confidential; (2) with regard to information contained in records
maintained by the city in any capacity, an elected public officer’s home address, home telephone
number, emergency contact information, date of birth, social security number, and family member
information is excepted from the Public Information Act if the elected officer elects to keep the
information confidential; and (3) elected public officers are added to the list of individuals who may
choose to restrict public access to certain information in appraisal records. Effective immediately.
S.B. 244 (Bettencourt/Campos) – Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone: makes the board of directors
of a tax reinvestment zone subject to the Open Meetings Act. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 858 (Johnson/Davis) – Public Information: provides: (1) that the following personal identifying
information collected by a metropolitan rapid transit authority, regional transportation authority,
municipal transit department, or coordinated county transportation authority is confidential and not
subject to public disclosure: (a) trip data, including the time, date, origin, and destination of a trip, and
demographic information collected when the person purchases a ticket or schedules a trip; and (b) other
personal information, including financial information; and (2) personal identifying information
described in (1), above, may be disclosed to a governmental agency or institution of higher education if
the requestor confirms in writing that the use of the information will be strictly limited to use in research
or in producing statistical reports, but only if the information is not published, redisclosed, sold, or used
to contact any individual. Effective Immediately.
SB 1225 (Huffman/Paddie) – Temporary suspension of Texas Public Information Act (TPIA)
requirements: Allows a governmental body to suspend the applicability of TPIA requirements for an
initial suspension period once per catastrophe. A “catastrophe” is defined as an occurrence that directly
interferes with the ability of a governmental body to comply with TPIA requirements, but does not
include when staff are required to work remotely and can access requested information. A governmental
body may extend one time an initial suspension period for not more than seven (7) consecutive days.
However, a combined suspension period for a governmental body may not exceed a total of 14
consecutive calendar days with respect to any single catastrophe. The bill requires a good faith effort to
continue to responding to public information requests to the extent staff have access to requested
information when administrative offices are closed and staff are required to work remotely. Failure to
respond may constitute conditions in which a requestor or the attorney general is authorized to file suit
for a court order. Effective September 1, 2021.
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ELECTIONS
H.B. 4555 (Guillen/Hinojosa) – Eligibility for Public Office: this bill: (1) requires a candidate’s
application for a place on the ballot to include an indication that the candidate has either not been finally
convicted of a felony or, if so convicted, has been pardoned or otherwise released from the resulting
disabilities; (2) requires a candidate who has been convicted of a felony to include in the candidate’s
application for a place on the ballot proof that the candidate is eligible for public office; and (3) creates a
Class B misdemeanor offense for a person to knowingly provide false information in an application for a
place on the ballot regarding whether the person has been finally convicted of a felony or has been
pardoned or otherwise released from the resulting disabilities. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 1111 (Bettencourt/Paul) – Residency: this bill, among other things, modifies the definition of
“residence” for purposes of elections to provide that: (1) a person may not establish residence for the
purpose of influencing the outcome of a certain election; (2) a person may not establish a residence at
any place the person has not inhabited; and (3) a person may not designate a previous residence as a
home and fixed place of habitation unless the person inhabits the place at the time of designation and
intends to remain. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 1116 (Bettencourt/Bucy) – Posting Election Information: requires, among other things, that: (1)
a city that holds an election and maintains an Internet website shall post on its public website the
following as soon as practicable after the election: (a) the results of each election; (b) the total number of
votes cast; (c) the total number of votes cast for each candidate or for or against each measure; (d) the
total number of votes cast by personal appearance on election day; (e) the total number of votes cast by
personal appearance or mail during the early voting period; and (f) the total number of counted and
uncounted provisional ballots cast; (2) information required to be posted under (1), above, must be
accessible without having to make more than two selections or view more than two network locations
after accessing the city’s Internet website home page; and (3) not later than the 21st day before election
day, a city that holds an election and maintains an Internet website shall post on the public Internet
website: (a) the date of the next election; (b) the location of each polling place; (c) each candidate for an
elected office on the ballot; and (d) each measure on the ballot. Effective September 1, 2021.
OTHER FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
H.B. 29 (Swanson/Hughes) – Temporary Weapon Storage: this bill: (1) allows a political subdivision
to provide a person temporary secure weapon storage when entering a building or portion of a building
used by the political subdivision that is generally open to the public and in which carrying a firearm,
knife, club or other weapon is prohibited by state law or the political subdivision; (2) allows weapon
storage to be provided via self-service weapon lockers or other temporary secure weapon storage
operated at all times by a designated employee of the political subdivision; (3) allows a political
subdivision to collect a fee of not more than $5 for the use of a self-service weapon locker or other
temporary secure weapon storage; and (4) addresses how a political subdivision must handle an
unclaimed weapon. Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 525 (Shaheen/Hall) – Religious Organizations: this bill: (1) provides that a religious
organization is an essential business at all times, including during a declared state of disaster, and the
organization’s religious and other related activities are essential activities, even if the activities are not
listed as essential in an order issued during the disaster; (2) provides that a governmental entity may not:
(a) at any time, including during a declared state of disaster, prohibit a religious organization from
engaging in religious and other related activities or continuing to operate in the discharge of the
organization’s foundational faith-based mission and purpose; or (b) during a declared state of disaster
order a religious organization to close or otherwise alter the organization’s purposes or activities; and
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(3) authorizes a person and the attorney general to seek certain relief for a violation of the prohibition in
(2). Effective immediately.
H.B. 1118 (Capriglione/Paxton) – Cybersecurity: provides that: (1) a local government employee or
official that uses a computer to complete at least 25 percent of the employee or official’s required duties
shall complete a cybersecurity training certified by the state cybersecurity coordinator and the state’s
cybersecurity council; (2) the governing body of a local government or the governing body’s designee
may deny access to the local government's computer system or database to an individual identified as
one that is required to take cybersecurity training and is noncompliant with that requirement; (3) to
apply for certain state grants (submitted on or after September 1, 2021), a local government must submit
with its grant application proof of compliance with the cybersecurity training requirements; and (4) a
local government that has not complied with the cybersecurity training requirements must repay the
grant and will be ineligible for another grant for two years. Effective immediately.
HB 1925 (Capriglione/Buckingham) – Prohibitions on homeless camping in public places: Renders
camping in an unapproved public place a Class C misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500.
Cities may not opt out or discourage enforcement of this ban. Local camping bans equivalent to what is
outlined in the bill are not affected. Cities require approval from the Texas Department of Housing and
Community Affairs before public parks could be used as homeless encampment sites, and these rules
would apply retroactively. Under the bill, law enforcement officers should redirect homeless persons to
available local resources such as shelters or nonprofit groups before or at the time they issue a citation.
The bill does not prohibit a local policy that encourages diversion or a provision of services in lieu of
citation or arrest. The bill provides for injunctive relief brought by the attorney general against a local
entity prohibits or discourages enforcement of any public camping ban. Local entities found to have
intentionally violated this public camping ban are prohibited from receiving state grant funds in the state
fiscal year following the final judicial determination. Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 2025 (Hunter/Huffman) – Federal Census: this bill, among other things, provides that, until
September 1, 2023, a statute that applies to a political subdivision having a certain population according
to the most recent federal census: (1) continues to apply to the same political subdivisions to which the
statute applied under the 2010 federal census, regardless of whether the political subdivisions continue
to have the populations prescribed by the statute according to the 2020 federal census; and (2) does not
apply to a political subdivision to which the statute did not apply under the 2010 federal census,
regardless of whether the political subdivision has the population prescribed by the statute according to
the 2020 federal census. Effective immediately.
H.B. 2622 (Holland/Hall) – Firearm Regulation: this bill provides that: (1) notwithstanding any other
law, an agency of this state, a political subdivision of this state, or a law enforcement officer or other
person employed by an agency of this state or a political subdivision of this state may not contract with
or in any other manner provide assistance to a federal agency or official with respect to the enforcement
of a federal statute, order, rule, or regulation that: (a) imposes a prohibition, restriction, or other
regulation that does not exist under the laws of Texas; and (b) relates to: (i) a registry requirement for a
firearm, a firearm accessory, or ammunition; (ii) a requirement that an owner of a firearm, a firearm
accessory, or ammunition possess a license as a condition of owning, possessing, or carrying the
firearm, firearm accessory, or ammunition; (iii) a requirement that a background check be conducted for
the private sale or transfer of a firearm, a firearm accessory, or ammunition; (iv) a program for
confiscating a firearm, a firearm accessory, or ammunition from a person who is not otherwise
prohibited by the laws of Texas from possessing the firearm, firearm accessory, or ammunition; or (v) a
program that requires an owner of a firearm, a firearm accessory, or ammunition to sell the firearm,
firearm accessory, or ammunition; (2) the prohibition in (1) does not apply to a federal statute, order,
rule or regulation in effect on January 19, 2021; and (3) a violation of the prohibition in (1) may be
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enforced: (a) by denying certain state grant funds to the political subdivision; and (b) through certain
court action by the attorney general that is initiated by citizen complaint. Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 2730 (Deshotel/Kolkhorst) – Eminent Domain: makes several changes to the eminent domain
process. Of primary importance to cities, the bill:
1. every two years the attorney general must evaluate and make any change to the landowner’s bill of
rights statement that the attorney general determines necessary to ensure the statement is written in plain
language designed to be easily understood by the average property owner;
2. provides that a person may not receive state certification to buy, sell, lease, or transfer an easement or
right-of-way for another for compensation in connection with telecommunication, utility, railroad, or
pipeline service unless the person successfully completes at least 16 classroom hours of coursework
approved by the Texas Real Estate Commission in:
a. the law of eminent domain, including the rights of property owners;
b. appropriate standards of professionalism in contacting and conducting negotiations with property
owners; and
c. ethical considerations in the performance of right-of-way acquisition services;
3. provides that an entity with eminent domain authority makes a bona fide offer when the entity’s initial
offer to a property owner is made in writing and includes:
a. a copy of the landowner’s bill of rights statement;
b. a statement, in bold print and a larger font than the other portions of the offer, indicating whether
the compensation being offered includes:
i. damages to the remainder, if any, of the property owner’s remaining property; or
ii. an appraisal of the property, including damages to the remainder, if any, prepared by a
certified appraiser;
c. an instrument of conveyance; and
d. the name and telephone number of a representative of the entity who is:
i. an employee of the entity;
ii. an employee of an affiliate providing services on behalf of the entity;
iii. a legal representative of the entity; or
iv. if the entity does not have employees, an individual designated to represent the day-to-day
operations of the entity;
4. requires an entity that files a condemnation petition must concurrently provide a copy of the petition
to the property owner by certified mail, return receipt requested, and first class mail;
5. provides that if an entity has received written notice that the property owner is represented by
counsel, the entity must also concurrently provide a copy of the condemnation petition to the property
owner’s attorney by first class mail, commercial delivery service, fax, or email;
6. requires the judge of a court in which a condemnation petition is filed or to which an eminent domain
case is assigned to, not later than the 30th calendar day after the date the petition is filed, appoint three
disinterested real property owners who reside in the county as special commissioners, and appoint two
disinterested real property owners who reside in the county as alternate special commissioners;
7. provides that each party shall have until the later of ten calendar days after the date of the order
appointing the special commissioners, or 20 days after the date the petition was filed to strike one of the
three special commissioners, in which case an alternate special commissioner shall serve as a
replacement for the special commissioner based on the order that the alternate special commissioners are
listed in the initial order of appointment;
8. provides that if a party exercises a strike under Number 7, above, the other party may, by the later of
the third day after the date of filing the initial strike or the date of the initial strike deadline, strike a
special commissioner from the resulting panel, provided the other party has not earlier exercised a
strike;
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9. entitles each party in an eminent domain proceeding to a copy of the court’s order appointing special
commissioners; and
10. requires the court to promptly provide the signed order appointing special commissioners to the
party initiating the condemnation proceeding, and that party must: (a) provide a copy of the signed order
to the property owner and each other party by certified mail, return receipt requested; and (b) if the
entity has received written notice that the property owner is represented by counsel, concurrently
provide a copy of the signed order to the property owner’s attorney by first class mail, commercial
delivery service, fax, or email.
Effective January 1, 2022.
H.B. 3069 (Holland/Hughes) – Statute of Limitations on Claims: this bill: (1) requires a
governmental entity to bring suit for damages for certain claims against: (a) a registered or licensed
architect, engineer, interior designer, or landscape architect in this state, who designs, plans, or inspects
the construction of an improvement to real property or equipment attached to real property, not later
than eight years after the substantial completion of the improvement or the beginning of operation of the
equipment in an action arising out of a defective or unsafe condition of the real property, the
improvement, or the equipment; and (b) a person who constructs or repairs an improvement to real
property not later than eight years after the substantial completion of the improvement in an action
arising out of a defective or unsafe condition of the real property or a deficiency in the construction or
repair of the improvement; and (2) excepts from (1): (a) a contract entered into by the Texas Department
of Transportation; (b) a project that receives money from the state highway fund or a federal fund
designated for highway and mass transit spending; and (c) a civil works project. Effective immediately.
H.B. 3897 (S. Thompson/Birdwell) – Local Alcohol Permit Fees: provides that the fee that a city may
levy and collect for a brewer’s license or a brewer’s self-distribution license may not exceed 50 percent
of the fee set by rule for the license. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 149 (Powell/Goldman) – Unmanned Aircraft: in relation to the prosecution of the offense of
operating an unmanned aircraft over certain facilities, this bill adds to the definition of the term “critical
infrastructure facility” a: (1) public or private airport depicted in a current aeronautical chart published
by the Federal Aviation Administration; and (2) military installation owned or operated by the federal
government, the state, or another governmental entity. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 475 (Nelson/Capriglione) – Cybersecurity: this bill, among other things: (1) requires the
Department of Information Resources (DIR) to establish a framework for regional cybersecurity
working groups to execute mutual aid agreements that allow state agencies, local governments, and
others to assist with responding to a cybersecurity event in the state; (2) requires DIR to establish the
Texas volunteer incident response team to provide rapid response assistance to any participating entity
(which could include a city) under DIR’s direction during a cybersecurity event; (3) authorizes DIR to
establish a regional network security center to assist in providing cybersecurity support and network
security to certain entities (including cities) that elect to participate in and contract for services through
such a center; (4) makes confidential and excepted from disclosure under the Public Information Act
information written, produced, collected, assembled, or maintained by DIR, a participating entity, the
cybersecurity council, or a volunteer relating to the response team if the information: (a) contains the
contact information of a volunteer; (b) identifies or provides a means of identifying a person who may,
as a result of disclosure of the information, become a victim of a cybersecurity event; (c) consists of a
participating entity’s cybersecurity plans or cybersecurity-related practices; or (d) is obtained from a
participating entity or from a participating entity's computer system in the course of providing assistance
through the team; and (5) includes robotic process automation among the next generation technologies a
local government must consider using in the administration of the government. Effective September 1,
2021.
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S.B. 726 (Schwertner/Leman) – Eminent Domain: this bill, among other things, in relation to a
property owner’s right to repurchase property from a condemning entity: (1) eliminates as available
elements to establish “actual progress” on a project: (a) the acquisition of a tract or parcel of real
property adjacent to the property for the same public use project for which the owner’s property was
acquired; and (b) for a governmental entity, the adoption by a majority of the entity's governing body at
a public hearing of a development plan for a public use project that indicates that the entity will not
complete more than one tolling action before the tenth anniversary of the date of acquisition of the
property; and (2) requires three of five remaining elements to be met to establish actual progress.
Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 1642 (Creighton/Canales) – Navigation Districts: this bill, among other things, authorizes a
navigation district to respond to and fight a fire or explosion or hazardous material incident that occurs
on, or adjacent to, a waterway, channel, or turning basin that is located in the district’s territory,
regardless of whether the waterway, channel, or turning basin is located in the corporate limits of a city.
Effective immediately.
PLANNING, COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
H.B. 738 (Paul/Nichols) – Building Codes: this bill: (1) provides that the 2012 version of the
International Residential Code is the residential building code in this state, and the 2012 version of the
International Building Code is the commercial building code in this state; (2) authorizes a city to
establish procedures to adopt local amendments “that may add, modify, or remove requirements” set by
the codes in (1), above, but only if the city: (a) holds a public hearing on the local amendment before
adopting the amendment; and (b) adopts the local amendment by ordinance; (3) prohibits a city from
enacting an ordinance, bylaw, order, building code, or rule requiring the installation of a multipurpose
residential fire protection sprinkler system or any other fire sprinkler protection system in a new or
existing one- or two-family dwelling; and (4) excepts from the prohibition in (3), above, a city that has
enacted an ordinance, bylaw, order, building code, or rule requiring the installation of a multipurpose
residential fire protection sprinkler system or any other fire protection sprinkler system in a new or
existing one- or two-family dwelling on or before January 1, 2009. Effective January 1, 2022, except
that a requirement that a city establish rules and take other necessary action to implement (1) and (2)
before January 1, 2022, is effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 871 (Morrison/Kolkhorst) – Contractor Registration Fees: this bill: (1) prohibits a city from
charging a licensed air conditioning and refrigeration contractor a registration fee for: (a) worked
performed in the city; or (b) notice that an air conditioning and refrigeration license has been obtained;
and (2) provides that the prohibition in (1), above, does not prohibit a city from charging a building
permit fee. Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 1475 (Cyrier/Buckingham) – Board of Adjustment: provides that, in exercising its authority to
grant or deny a variance, a board of adjustment may consider the following as grounds to determine
whether compliance with the zoning ordinance as applied to a structure would result in an unnecessary
hardship: (1) whether the financial cost of compliance is greater than 50 percent of the appraised value
of the structure as shown on the most recent certified appraisal roll; (2) whether compliance would result
in a loss to the lot on which the structure is located of at least 25 percent of the area on which
development may physically occur; (3) whether compliance would result in the structure not being in
compliance with a requirement of a city ordinance, building code, or other requirement; (4) whether
compliance would result in the unreasonable encroachment on an adjacent property or easement; or (5)
whether the city considers the structure to be a nonconforming structure. Effective September 1, 2021.
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H.B. 2205 (Romero/Schwertner) – Swimming Pools: this bill, among other things, provides that: (1)
pool safety standards adopted by rule by the Department of State Health Services must comply with a
version of the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code that is not older than the version in effect on
May 1, 2019; (2) a person may use, maintain, and repair a pool or spa that was in compliance with the
laws of this state on August 31, 2021, and related mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems in
accordance with the laws applicable to the pool or system on that date; (3) a municipality may adopt a
more recent version of the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code than in (1) to apply in the
municipality; and (3) to the extent a provision of a code adopted by a municipality under (2) conflicts
with a law of this state or a regulation on pool operation and management, water quality, safety
standards unrelated to design and construction, signage, or enclosures, the law or regulation controls.
Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 2404 (Meyer/Zaffirini) – Ch. 380 Economic Development Agreements: bill provisions:
1. require the comptroller to create a database accessible on the Internet, known as the Chapter 380 and
381 Agreement Database, that contains information regarding all city and county economic
development agreements under Chapters 380 and 381 of the Local Government Code, respectively;
2. provide that, for each local economic development agreement described in Number 1, above, the
database must include: (a) the name of the local government that entered into the agreement; (b) a
numerical code assigned to the local government by the comptroller; (c) the address of the local
government’s administrative offices and public contact information; (d) the name of the appropriate
officer or other person representing the local government and that person’s contact information; (e) the
name of any entity that entered into the agreement with the local government; (f) the date on which the
agreement went into effect and the date on which the agreement expires; (g) the focus or scope of the
agreement; (h) an electronic copy of the agreement; and (i) the name and contact information of the
individual reporting the information to the comptroller;
3. require a city, not later than the fourteenth (14th) day after entering into, amending, or renewing an
economic development agreement under Chapter 380 of the Local Government Code, to submit to the
comptroller the information described by Number 2, above, in the form and manner prescribed by the
comptroller in addition to providing a direct link on the city’s website to the location of the agreement
information published on the comptroller’s website;
4. authorize the comptroller to consult with the appropriate officer of, or other person representing, each
local government that enters into a local economic development agreement to obtain the information
necessary to operate and update the database;
5. require the comptroller to enter relevant information into the database not later than the 15th business
day after the date the comptroller receives the information from the providing local government;
6. requires the information, including a copy of the agreement, to remain accessible to the public
through the database during the period the agreement is in effect;
7. for local governments who have entered into local economic development agreements and have not
complied with the requirement to provide information to the comptroller, the comptroller shall send a
written notice to the local government describing the information that must be submitted to the
comptroller and inform the local government that if the information is not provided on or before the
30th day after the date the notice is provided, the local government will be subject to a civil penalty of
$1,000;
8. provides that, if a local government does not report the required information to the comptroller, the
local government is liable to the state for a civil penalty of $1,000 and the attorney general may sue to
collect a civil penalty; and
9. No later than January 1, 2022, local governments shall submit to the comptroller relevant information
regarding local economic development agreements in effect on the effective date of the Act.
Effective September 1, 2021.
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H.B. 3215 (Geren/Hughes) – Energy Efficiency Building Standards: provides that Standard 301 of
the American National Standard for the Calculation and Labeling of the Energy Performance of
Dwelling and Sleeping Units using an Energy Rating Index accredited energy efficiency program,
commonly cited as ANSI/RESNET/ICC 301, is in compliance with certain state law provided that: (a)
the building meets the mandatory requirements of Section R406.2 of the 2018 International Energy
Conservation Code; (b) the building’s thermal envelope is at least equal to the levels of efficiency and
solar heat gain coefficient in Table R402.1.2 or Table R402.1.4 of the 2018 International Energy
Conservation Code; and (c) the standard used to measure compliance for single-family residential
construction uses a certain energy rating index depending on climate zone. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 877 (Hancock/Morrison) – Building Inspections: this bill: (1) provides that, in an area of a city
subject to a disaster declaration by the governor or a declaration of local disaster, a building inspection
may be performed by a person: (a) other than the owner of the building, or a person whose work is the
subject of the inspection; and (b) who is: (i) certified to inspect buildings by the International Code
Council; (ii) employed as a building inspector by the city in which the building is located; (iii) employed
as a building inspector by any political subdivision, if the city in which the building is located has
approved the person to perform inspections during a disaster; or (iv) a licensed engineer; (2) prohibits a
city from collecting an additional inspection fee related to the inspection of a building performed under
(1), above; (3) provides that a person who performs an inspection under (1), above, must comply with
the city’s building regulations and policies, and not later than the 30th day after the date of the
inspection, provide notice to the city of the inspection; and (4) allows a city to prescribe a reasonable
format for the notice required in (3), above. Effective immediately.
S.B. 1090 (Buckingham/Murr) – Building Materials: exempts the following from certain regulations
regarding the use of building products, materials, or methods used in the construction or renovation of
residential or commercial buildings: (1) a city, to the extent that the city regulates outdoor lighting for
the purpose of reducing light pollution, that has adopted a resolution stating the city’s intent to become
certified as a Dark Sky Community that does not regulate outdoor lighting in a manner that is more
restrictive than the prohibitions or limitations required to become certified as a Dark Sky Community;
(2) a standard for a plumbing product required by an ordinance or other regulation implementing certain
water conservation plans or programs; (3) a standard for a plumbing product imposed by the Texas
Water Development Board as a condition for applying for or receiving financial assistance under a
program administered by the board; and (4) certain land use restrictions contained in plats and other
instruments in certain cities. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 1585 (Hughes/Cyrier) – Historic Landmark: provides that: (1) a city may not designate a
property as a local historic landmark or include property within the boundaries of a local historic district
unless: (a) the owner of the property consents; or (b) if the property owner does not consent, the
governing body and the zoning, planning, or historical commission of the city approve the designation
or inclusion by a three-fourths vote; (2) a city that has more than one zoning, planning, or historical
commission shall designate one of those commissions as the entity with the exclusive authority to
approve the designations of properties as local historic landmarks; (3) property owned by a religious
organization may be included in a local historic district only if the organization consents to the
inclusion; and (4) a city must, not later than the 15th day before the date of the initial hearing in front of
the zoning, planning, or historical commission, if any, or the governing body of the municipality,
provide the property owner a statement that describes the impact that inclusion of the owner's property
in a local historic district may have on the owner and the owner’s property. Effective September 1, 2021.
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PERSONNEL
H.B. 786 (Oliverson/Perry) – CPR Training: provides that a city that employs or appoints a
telecommunicator shall provide training to the telecommunicator of not less than 20 hours during each
24-month period of employment that includes: (1) telecommunicator cardiopulmonary resuscitation
training; and (2) other topics selected by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement or the employing
city. Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 792 (Burns/Birdwell) – Police Dispatchers: provides that: (1) a city with a population of more
than 10,000 may adopt an alternate work schedule for the police department dispatchers if a majority of
the dispatchers vote in favor of the alternate work schedule; and (2) a dispatcher working under an
alternate work schedule described in (1) is entitled to overtime pay if the dispatcher works more hours
during a calendar month than the number of hours in the normal work month of the majority of the
employees of the city other than fire fighters and police officers. Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 2073 (Burrows/Springer) – Paid Quarantine Leave: provides that: (1) the governing body of a
political subdivision, including a city, shall develop and implement a paid quarantine leave policy for
fire fighters, peace officers, detention officers, and emergency medical technicians who are employed
by, appointed by, or elected for the political subdivision and ordered to quarantine or isolate due to a
possible or known exposure to a communicable disease while on duty; (2) a paid quarantine leave policy
must: (a) provide that a fire fighter, peace officer, detention officer, or emergency medical technician on
paid quarantine leave receives: (i) all employment benefits and compensation, including leave accrual,
pension benefits, and health benefit plan benefits for the duration of the leave; and (ii) reimbursement
for reasonable costs related to the quarantine, including lodging, medical, and transportation; and (b)
require that the leave be ordered by the person’s supervisor or the political subdivision’s health
authority; and (3) a political subdivision may not reduce a fire fighter’s, peace officer’s, detention
officer’s, or emergency medical technician’s sick leave balance, vacation leave balance, holiday leave
balance, or other paid leave balance in connection with paid quarantine leave taken in accordance with a
policy adopted (1). Effective immediately.
S.B. 22 (Springer/Patterson) – Disease Presumption: provides, among other things, that:
1. a detention officer, custodial officer, firefighter, peace officer, or emergency medical technician who
suffers from severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) or coronavirus disease
2019 (COVID-19) that results in death or total or partial disability is presumed to have contracted the
virus or disease during the course and scope of employment as a detention officer, custodial officer,
firefighter, peace officer, or emergency medical technician if the detention officer, custodial officer,
firefighter, peace officer, or emergency medical technician:
a. is employed in the area designated in a disaster declaration by the governor or another law and the
disaster is related to severe acute respiratory syndrome SARS-CoV-2 or COVID-19; and
b. contracts the disease during the disaster declared by the governor;
2. the presumption under (1) applies only to a person who:
a. is employed as a detention officer, custodial officer, firefighter, peace officer, or emergency
medical technician on a full-time basis;
b. is diagnosed with SARS-CoV-2 or COVID-19:
i. using a test authorized, approved, or licensed by the United States Food and Drug
Administration; or
ii. if the person is deceased, using a test described by (2)(b)(i) or by another means, including by
a physician;
c. was last on duty:
i. not more than 15 days before the date the person is diagnosed with SARS-CoV-2 or COVID19; or ii. if the person is deceased, not more than 15 days before the date the person:
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(A) was diagnosed with SARS-CoV-2 or COVID-19;
(B) began to show symptoms of SARS-CoV-2 or COVID-19 as determined by a licensed
physician;
(C) was hospitalized for symptoms related to SARS-CoV-2 or COVID-19; or (D) died if
SARS-CoV-2 or COVID-19 was a contributing factor in the person’s death;
3. a rebuttal to a presumption described in (1) may not be based solely on evidence relating to the risk of
exposure to SARS-CoV-2 or COVID-19 of a person with whom a detention officer, custodial officer,
firefighter, peace officer, or emergency medical technician resides;
4. an injured employee who is subject to the presumption described in (1) and whose claim for benefits
is determined to be compensable by an insurance carrier or division of the workers’ compensation of the
Texas Department of Insurance, may request reimbursement for health care paid by the employee,
including copayments and partial payments, by submitting to the carrier a legible written request and
documentation showing the amounts paid to the health care provider;
5. the provisions of (1)-(4) expire on September 1, 2023;
6. a person subject to the presumption described in (1) who on or after the date the governor declared a
disaster relating to SARS-CoV-2 or COVID-19, but before the effective date of this bill, contracted
SARS-CoV-2 or COVID-19, may file a claim for benefits related to SARS-CoV-2 or COVID-19, on or
after the effective date of the bill, regardless of whether that claim is otherwise considered untimely and
the provisions of the bill apply to that claim; and
7. a person who is subject to the presumption described in (1) who on or after the date the governor
declared a disaster relating to SARS-CoV-2 or COVID-19, but before the effective date of this bill, filed
a claim for benefits related to SARS-CoV-2 or COVID-19, and whose claim was subsequently denied
may, on or after the effective date of this bill, request in writing that the insurance carrier reprocess the
claim and the changes in law made by this bill shall apply to that claim, and such request to reprocess a
claim shall be filed not later than one year after the effective date of this bill.
Effective immediately.
PUBLIC SAFETY
H.B. 103 (Landgraf/Zaffirini) – Active Shooter Alert System: requires the Texas Department of
Public Safety to establish the Texas Active Shooter Alert System and allows local law enforcement
agencies to request activation of the system when certain criteria are met. Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 929 (Sherman/West) – Body Worn Cameras: provides that: (1) a body worn camera policy
must: (a) include provisions related to the collection of a body worn camera, including the applicable
video and audio recorded by the camera, as evidence; (b) require a peace officer who is equipped with a
body worn camera and actively participating in an investigation to keep the camera activated for the
entirety of the officer’s active participation in the investigation unless the camera has been deactivated
in compliance with such policy; and (2) a peace officer equipped with a body worn camera may choose
not to activate a camera or may choose to discontinue a recording currently in progress for any
encounter with a person that is not related to an investigation. Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 1024 (Geren/Hancock) – Alcohol To-Go: this bill allows for the pickup and delivery of alcoholic
beverages for off-premises consumption under certain circumstances. Effective immediately.
H.B. 1407 (Schaefer/Hughes) – Handguns: excepts a handgun that is visible, in a holster, and in a
motor vehicle (along with the licensed holder of the gun) from the prohibition against displaying a
handgun in plain view of another person in a public place. Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 1927 (Schaefer/Schwertner) – Unlicensed Handgun Carry: this bill, known as the Firearms
Carry Act of 2021:
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1. authorizes most Texans over 21 years of age to carry a handgun in a concealed manner or openly in a
holster, without the requirement to obtain a handgun license;
2. makes it a crime for a person younger than 21 years of age to carry a handgun or in the previous five
years has been convicted of the following state crimes: (a) assault causing bodily injury, including to a
spouse; (b) deadly conduct, including discharging a firearm at persons, a habitation, a vehicle or a
building; (c) making a terroristic threat; or (d) disorderly conduct by: (i) discharging a firearm in a
public place other than a public road or a sport shooting range; or (ii) displaying a firearm or other
deadly weapon in a public place in a manner calculated to alarm;
3. prohibits a person who is a member of a criminal street gang or a person convicted of a felony or a
family violence offense from possessing a firearm, with some limited exceptions;
4. mandates that the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) develop free-of-charge and post online a
course on firearms safety and handling, and that DPS prepare an annual report to the legislature related
to handgun carry;
5. prohibits a licensed or unlicensed carrier from entering certain places including, among many others
and most relevant to cities: (a) the premises of a polling place on the day of an election or while early
voting is in progress; and (b) the premises of any government court or offices utilized by the court,
unless pursuant to written regulations or written authorization of the court (it remains unclear whether
this prohibition applies to the building or only the rooms housing the court or court offices);
6. prohibits a licensed carrier from entering the room or rooms where a meeting of a governmental entity
is held, if the meeting is an open meeting subject to the Open Meetings Act, only if: (a) the entity
provided notice as required by the Open Meetings Act, and (b) the entity provides notice that carry is
prohibited in the meeting (e.g., by posting the existing 30.06 sign [licensed concealed carry prohibition]
and/or 30.07 sign [licensed open carry prohibition] at the entrance to the meeting room);
7. prohibits an unlicensed carrier from entering the room or rooms where an open meeting of a
governmental entity is held (Note: the new 46.15(o) sign, described in Number 8, below, allows only a
“person” to prohibit unlicensed carry, and a city is not a person under the Penal Code definition);
8. a person or business, but not a city, may provide notice under Penal Code Section 46.15(o) that
firearms and other weapons are prohibited on the premises or other property by posting a sign at each
entrance to the premises or other property that: (a) includes language that is identical to or substantially
similar to the following: “Pursuant to Section 46.03 Penal Code (places weapons prohibited), a person
may not carry a firearm or other weapon on this property”; (b) includes the language described by (a) in
both English and Spanish; (c) appears in contrasting colors with block letters at least one inch in height;
and (d) is displayed in a conspicuous manner clearly visible to the public;
9. a person or a business, but not a city, may post a notice similar to that in Number 8, above, but under
the authority of Penal Code Section 30.05, to prohibit unlicensed carry on their property;
10. Signage in Number 8, above, should be posted at each entrance to the property and: (a) include
language that is identical to or substantially similar to the following: “Pursuant to Section 30.05, Penal
Code (criminal trespass), a person may not enter this property with a firearm”; (b) include the language
described by (a) in both English and Spanish; (c) appear in contrasting colors with block letters at least
one inch in height; and (d) be displayed in a conspicuous manner clearly visible to the public;
11. a city may not prohibit a person who is authorized by law to carry a handgun from doing so: (a) in a
public park; (b) at a public meeting of a city, county, or other governmental body, unless the entity posts
proper notice to prohibit that carry is prohibited; (c) at a political rally, parade, or official political
meeting; or (d) at a nonfirearms-related school, college, or professional athletic event; and
12. authorizes a peace officer who is acting in the lawful discharge of the officer’s official duties to
temporarily disarm an unlicensed carrier when that person enters a nonpublic, secure portion of a law
enforcement facility, if the law enforcement agency provides a gun locker where the peace officer can
secure the person’s handgun, and if the peace officer returns the handgun to the person immediately
after the person leaves the nonpublic, secure portion of the law enforcement facility.
Effective September 1, 2021.
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H.B. 1938 (Jetton/Kolkhorst) – Body Worn Camera Grants: provides that a law enforcement agency
that provides body worn cameras to its peace officers may apply to the office of the governor for a grant
to defray the cost of data storage for recordings created with the body worn cameras. Effective
September 1, 2021.
HB 3807 (Hunter/Hinojosa) – Lifeguards and signs on public beaches: Requires a municipality,
county, or the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, from Memorial Day to Labor Day, to provide: 1)
occupied lifeguard towers or mobile lifeguard units on each side of each pier, jetty, or other structure
that protrudes into the Gulf of Mexico that is located within the corporate boundaries; or a single
occupied lifeguard tower or mobile lifeguard unit at each pier, jetty, or other structure that protrudes into
the Gulf of Mexico that is located within the corporate boundaries if the single tower provides an
unobstructed view of both sides of the structure; and (2) post within 100 yards of each side of each
lifeguard tower or mobile unit signs clearly describing the dangerous water conditions that may occur
near the structure. A municipality is authorized to suspend or alter the duties imposed under the bill
during dangerous weather conditions or emergency operations. Effective September 1, 2021.
SB 69 (Miles/White) – Chokeholds Prohibited: Prohibits a peace officer from intentionally using a
choke hold, carotid artery hold, or similar neck restraint in searching or arresting a person unless the
restraint is necessary to prevent serious bodily injury to or the death of the officer or another person.
Requires an officer to intervene to stop or prevent another officer from using excessive force. Effective
September 1, 2021.
TRANSPORTATION
H.B. 914 (Hernandez/Huffman) – Parking: allows: (1) a city to authorize a city employee to request
the removal and storage of a vehicle in an area where on-street parking is regulated by an ordinance and
that: (a) is parked illegally; or (b) is parked legally, but has been unattended for more than 48 hours and
is reasonably believed to be abandoned; and (2) a parking facility owner or towing company to remove a
vehicle from a public roadway under the direction of a city employee authorized to make a request
under (1). Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 1257 (Ashby/Nichols) – Property in Right-of-Way: authorizes a law enforcement agency to
remove an unattended manufactured home from a roadway or right-of-way without consent of the owner
if the agency determines that the home blocks the roadway or endangers public safety. Effective
September 1, 2021.
H.B. 1281 (Wilson/Schwertner) – Golf Carts: this bill: (1) allows a golf cart to be operated in a master
planned community: (a) that is a residential subdivision or has in place a uniform set of restrictive
covenants; and (b) for which a county or city has approved one or more plats; (2) provides that a person
may operate a golf cart in a master planned community described in (1) without a golf cart license plate
on a highway for which the posted speed limit is not more than 35 miles per hour, including through an
intersection of a highway for which the posted speed limit is more than 35 miles per hour; (3) allows a
golf cart to be operated on a highway for which the posted speed limit is not more than 35 miles per
hour, if the golf cart is operated during the daytime and not more than five miles from the location
where the golf cart is usually parked and for transportation to or from a golf course; (4) allows a city to
prohibit the operation of a golf cart on a highway in the following areas if the city council determines
the prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety: (a) in a master planned community described in (1),
above; (b) on a public or private beach that is open to vehicular traffic; or (c) on a highway for which
the posted speed limit is not more than 35 miles per hour as described in (2), above. Effective
immediately.
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H.B. 1759 (Krause/Hancock) – Railroad Grade Crossings: includes “on-track equipment,” defined as
any car, rolling stock, equipment, or other device that, alone or coupled to another device, is operated on
a railroad track, among the equipment and devices that trigger special operational restrictions on
vehicles (e.g., stop and speed restrictions). Effective September 1, 2021.
HB 3665 (Ordaz Perez/Blanco) – Definition of “bicycle”; rules of the road: The bill expands the
definition of "bicycle" for purposes of the rules of the road to include a device capable of being ridden
solely using human power and that has two or more wheels, at least one of which is more than 14 inches
in diameter, and a belt, chain, or gears. The bill also specifies: 1) the definition excludes a moped; and
2) includes certain modifications necessary for adaptive riding by persons with disabilities. Effective
September 1, 2021.
S.B. 1055 (Huffman/Reynolds) – Crosswalk: this bill: (1) provides that it is a criminal offense for a
person, with criminal negligence, to operate a motor vehicle within the area of a crosswalk and cause
bodily injury to a pedestrian or a person operating a bicycle, scooter, electronic personal assistive
mobility device, neighborhood electric vehicle, or golf cart; and (2) imposes certain requirements for the
operator of a vehicle to yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 1064 (Alvarado/Schofield) – City-Owned Vehicles: this bill: (1) allows a city that owns and
operates a motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer that is exempt from the payment of a registration fee to
apply to register the vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer for an extended registration period of not less than
one year or more than eight years; and (2) provides that a vehicle registered for an extended period
under (1) is subject to inspection requirements as if the motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer were
registered without an extended registration period. Effective September 1, 2021.
UTILITIES AND ENVIRONMENT
H.B. 17 (Deshotel/Birdwell) – Restriction on Regulation of Utility Services: this bill: (1) prohibits a
regulatory authority, planning authority, or political subdivision of this state from adopting or enforcing
an ordinance, resolution, regulation, code, order, policy, or other measure that has the purpose, intent, or
effect of directly or indirectly banning, limiting, restricting, discriminating against, or prohibiting the
connection or reconnection of a utility service or the construction, maintenance, or installation of
residential, commercial, or other public or private infrastructure for a utility service based on the type or
source of energy to be delivered to the end-use customer; (2) prohibits an entity, including a regulatory
authority, planning authority, political subdivision, or utility, from imposing any additional charge or
pricing difference on a development or building permit applicant for utility infrastructure that: (a)
encourages those constructing homes, buildings, or other structural improvements to connect to a utility
service based on the type or source of energy to be delivered to the end-use customer; or (b) discourages
the installation of facilities for the delivery of or use of a utility service based on the type or source of
energy to be delivered to the end-use customer; and (3) provides that the law does not limit the ability of
a regulatory authority or political subdivision to choose utility services for properties owned by the
regulatory authority or political subdivision. Effective immediately.
H.B. 1905 (Harris/Taylor) – Regional Water Planning Groups: this bill: (1) repeals the requirement
for regional water planning groups to prioritize projects in their respective regional water plans for the
purposes of bond enhancement agreements under the State Water Implementation Fund for Texas; and
(2) repeals the requirement for each regional planning group to examine the financing needed to
implement the water management strategies and projects identified in the group’s most recent approved
regional plan and report to the Texas Water Development Board: (a) how local governments, regional
authorities, and other political subdivisions in the region propose to pay for water infrastructure projects
identified in the plan; and (b) what role the regional planning group proposes for the state in financing
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projects identified in the plan, giving particular attention to proposed increases in the level of state
participation in funding for regional projects to meet needs beyond the reasonable financing capability
of local governments, regional authorities, and other political subdivisions involved in building water
infrastructure. Effective September 1, 2021.
H.B. 3689 (Cortez/Gutierrez) – Water Rate Appeals: provides that the Public Utility Commission
shall ensure that every appealed water rate is just and reasonable, including a municipally-owned
utility’s rates that are appealed by ratepayers who reside outside the corporate limits of the city.
Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 2 (Hancock/Paddie) – ERCOT Board: The bill includes the following:
 The governing board of ERCOT would be reduced from 16 to 11 members.
 A selection committee would appoint eight of the 11 board members. The governor, lieutenant
governor and speaker of the House would each appoint a member to the 3-person committee.
 An outside consulting firm would be used to assist with selecting board members.
Effective Immediately.
S.B. 3 (Schwertner/Paddie) – Utility preparedness: The bill includes the following:
 Requires upgrades for power generators and transmission lines to ensure they withstand extreme
weather, but weatherization requirements won’t occur until 2022, at the earliest.
 Texas Railroad Commission (TRC), regulates the state’s oil and gas industry, and the Electric
Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT), oversees the state’s main power grid, will conduct
inspections of facilities, and failure to weatherize may result in penalties of up to $1 million.
 Weatherization requirements will apply to natural gas fuel companies deemed to be “critical” by
regulators.
 No requirements are included to improve consumer infrastructures such as homes and pipes.
 Directs electricity providers to inform customers about how to register as “critical,” which is
intended to ensure power is not cut to households that require electricity for life-saving medical
devices.
 Requires a study and implementation of an emergency alert system to warn residents of weather
emergencies and power outages.
 Allows $6.5 billion in ratepayer-backed bonds for natural gas utilities and electric cooperatives, such
companies can seek state-approved bonds, backed by the state’s assurance that there will be an extra
charge on customers’ utility bills to pay back the bonds.
 Specific concern for Galveston is the provision that requires an “affected utility” to do the
following: 1) ensure the emergency operation of its water system during an extended power outage
at a minimum water pressure of 20 pounds per square inch, or at a water pressure level approved by
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), as soon as safe and practicable following
the occurrence of a natural disaster; and 2) adopt and submit to TCEQ for its approval an emergency
preparedness plan that demonstrates the utility's ability to provide those emergency operations and a
timeline for implementing the plan.
Effective Immediately.
S.B. 211 (Zaffirini/Landgraf) – TCEQ Judicial Review: this bill, among other things, creates a
uniform deadline of 30 days to appeal an order, decision, or other act of the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality for both water and solid waste orders. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 669 (Springer/Lucio III) – Texas Water Development Board Reports: this bill: (1) requires the
Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) to make publicly available the most recent data relating to:
(a) statewide water usage in the residential, industrial, agricultural, commercial, and institutional sectors;
and (b) the data collection and reporting program for municipalities and water utilities with more than
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3,300 connections; and (2) repeals the law that requires the TWDB, in coordination with the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality, to prepare a report of the repair and maintenance needs of all
dams that: (a) are not licensed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission; (b) do not have flood
storage; (c) are required to pass floodwaters; and (d) have failed. Effective September 1, 2021.
S.B. 997 (Nichols/Harris) –Water and Sewer Rates: this bill, among other things, provides: (1) that in
an appeal on the amount paid for water or sewer service under a written contract for the rates a
municipally-owned utility charges if it furnishes wholesale water or sewer service to another political
subdivision, the Public Utility Commission (PUC) may not hold a hearing on or otherwise prescribe just
and reasonable amounts to be charged under the contract unless the PUC determines that the amount
charged under the contract harms the public interest; and (2) a judicial review process to challenge a
PUC decision in (1). Effective September 1, 2021.

FY 2022 Budget and CIP Overview
City Council Workshop
June 24, 2021
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Note: Highlighted cell on slide 9 corrected on 7.2.21

1

FY 2022 Budget and CIP Schedule
• June 24 – Overview of major issues and forecast
• July 22 – Present Proposed CIP and discuss Budget
Issues
• August 11 (Wednesday) – File City Manager’s Proposed
Budget with City Secretary
• August 12 – Present property tax roll and adopt proposed
tax rate, call public hearings on Budget and tax rate
• August 26 – Discuss Budget and CIP
• September 9 – Conduct public hearings on budget and
property tax rate, Consider adoption of both
• September 16 – Consider adoption of Budget, CIP and
property tax rate
6/24/2021
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Major Assumptions affecting
Budgeted Revenues
• Property Tax rate – Based on Taxable roll, and 3.5% is the
base revenue increase including General Fund, Library and
Debt Service: Not certified until late-July but monitoring to
estimate what appears to be a major increase: The tax rate
will have to be reduced, it is just a question of how much
• Constant water and sewer rates
• No new bond sales for FY22 – FY22 CIP will spend down
existing bond fund balances
• Post-pandemic boom effects may not be permanent:
- Tourism boom due to pent-up demand: Cautious about
whether the boom continues in FY 2022
- Recovery of 330,000 metro jobs lost due to pandemic only
recovered in part to 163,900 as of April 2021: Expect the
recovery to continue through FY22 (Sept ‘22)
6/24/2021
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Inflation Driven by Pre and Post
Pandemic Demand

6/24/2021
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General Fund: Major
Expenditure Assumptions
• Post-pandemic effects may continue through FY22
- Materials and Supply prices remain high
- Gasoline prices rise to a level 10% higher than FY19
- Electricity price – City contracted at 3.5 cents per kWh
through December 2023
- Construction prices will be affected by materials and
supply price increases
• 4.5% Inflation for metro area April 2021 vs April 2020
6/24/2021
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General Fund Income
• FY21 ending Fund balance in good shape: projected at $18.4M (116
days) including CARES Act reimbursement ($1.26M) and Health
Benefits cost increase ($345K)
• Property tax revenue – Depends on the tax roll, could be as much
as $1M to only $400K more than FY21
• Sales tax – Up $700K (+4.2%) because of metro job growth rate
(Jankowski of GHP and Dr. Gilmer of UH)
- 90% of variation in sales tax revenue explained by metro
employment using data from the last thirty years
- Over 98% of variation explained by adding local and national
factors
• Other General Fund revenue is flat
• Total increase of $1.1 to $1.7M depending largely on final Property
Tax roll
6/24/2021
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Property Tax Overview
• Original tax roll, pre-hearings taxable value total was
higher by $2.6 billion, a 35% increase
• Increase concentrated in three areas:
- Single Family ($1.46B or a 28% increase)
- Multi Family ($253M or a 58% increase)
- Commercial real property ($788M or a 98% increase)
- Results of hearings not fully available
- We can expect a significant drop in value due to
protests
6/24/2021

7

History: Big Pre-protest Increases in
Roll Get Reduced By More than Half
Tax Year
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
6/24/2021

Fiscal
Year
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
Forecast

Initial Value
$4,173,803,003
$4,397,647,451
$3,867,916,387
$4,339,578,504
$4,312,300,922
$4,510,802,981
$4,686,443,571
$4,901,091,851
$5,484,694,099
$6,160,829,855
$6,498,782,493
$6,446,502,802
$6,912,000,000
$7,795,000,000

Value Lost in
Protests
($153,530,255)
($90,707,745)
($172,881,661)
($295,077,791)
($118,014,116)
($187,955,326)
($151,378,426)
($138,178,611)
($189,588,687)
($315,289,572)
($325,700,110)
($115,574,021)
($234,345,248)
($522,511,339)

$9,841,860,310 ($1,800,000,000)

Net taxable
Percent Loss
Value
in Protests
$4,020,272,748
-3.7%
$4,306,939,706
-2.1%
$3,695,034,726
-4.5%
$4,044,500,713
-6.8%
$4,194,286,806
-2.7%
$4,322,847,655
-4.2%
$4,535,065,145
-3.2%
$4,762,913,240
-2.8%
$5,295,105,412
-3.5%
$5,845,540,283
-5.1%
$6,173,082,383
-5.0%
$6,330,928,781
-1.8%
$6,677,654,752
-3.4%
$7,272,488,661
-6.7%
$8,041,860,310

-18.3%

Net
Increase

Initial
Increase

7.1%
-14.2%
9.5%
3.7%
3.1%
4.9%
5.0%
11.2%
10.4%
5.6%
2.6%
5.5%
8.9%

9.4%
-10.2%
17.4%
6.6%
7.5%
8.4%
8.1%
15.2%
16.3%
11.2%
4.4%
9.2%
16.7%

10.6%

35.3%
8

Taxable Value Scenarios:
The 3.5% Cap and the General Fund
• The higher the increase in the taxable roll, the more
our total property tax rate has to drop to stay with the
3.5% increase in revenue overall
FY22 Scenarios: Growth in General
Taxable Values
Fund Rate
FY 20 Actual - Baseline
FY 21 Projected
#1 - FY22 at 3.5% growth
#2 - 10% growth
#3 - 15% growth
#4 - 20% growth

$0.47739
$0.45750

$0.45750
$0.42750
$0.40750
$0.38950

Debt Rate

$0.05250
$0.05250
$0.05250
$0.05250
$0.05250
$0.05250

Library
Rate

Annual
Total Rate Change in
Rate

$0.05000
$0.05000

$0.05000
$0.05000
$0.05000
$0.05000

$0.57739
$0.56000
$0.56000
$0.53000
$0.51000
$0.49200

$0.01639
-$0.01988
$0.00000
-$0.03000
-$0.05000
-$0.06800

• And the impact could look like this (see next slide).
6/24/2021
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As the Property Tax Rate Drops, General Fund absorbs
the entire Reduction in Revenue resulting in a larger Library
Increase due to the City Charter
Fund

General Fund Percent Share Drops with Growth in Tax Roll
FY 2021
FY 2022 3.5% FY 2022 10% FY 2022 20%
FY 2020
Projected Increase in TV Increase in TV Increase in TV
Actual

General Fund
82.3%
81.8%
80.7%
79.9%
79.2%
Debt
8.6%
9.3%
9.4%
9.8%
10.1%
Library
9.1%
8.9%
9.9%
10.3%
10.6%
Total
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
General Fund Revenue is Impacted by Charter Driven Tax Rate Structure
FY 2021
FY 2022 3.5% FY 2022 10% FY 2022 20%
FY 2020
Fund
Projected Increase in TV Increase in TV Increase in TV
Actual
General Fund
$29,102
$31,473
$32,554
$32,131
$31,550
Debt
$3,046
$3,587
$3,722
$3,933
$4,242
Library
$3,205
$3,418
$3,547
$3,748
$4,042
Total *
$35,353
$38,477
$39,823
$39,812
$39,834
Note: Totals do not match because of complexity of tax calculation (freeze, P&I, et al).

6/24/2021

If the FY22 Tax Roll increases
20%, the General Fund will see
an $80,000 increase over FY21
while the Library’s share will
increase over FY21 by
$600,000. The greater the
increase in Taxable Value, the
greater the rate has to be cut
and the less tax revenue the
General Fund will realize. New
construction related revenue,
once known will be a part of the
total roll and will not change this
redistributive result.
10

General Fund Expenditures
• Major baseline increases of $1.8M+
- 2% COLA for police ($276K), fire($178K) and municipal
employees ($275K)
- Health Insurance ($690K)
- Net increase in Infrastructure fund transfer (8% of
revenue) $150K
- Increase in EMS - $? (not yet received from Galveston
County)
- Comprehensive plan ($250K)
• Other department requests: $2M plus, including Council
appointees ($651K)
6/24/2021
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How General Fund Revenue Increases
Were Allocated from FY17-21
General Fund Budget Change in Key Items

FY 2017 Budget FY 2021 Budget

Increase

Police Pension Contribution
Fire Pension Contribution
Health Benefits

$1,276,845
$1,061,751
$2,876,413

$2,492,979
$1,504,776
$4,260,370

$1,216,134
$443,025
$1,383,957

Transfer to Infrastructure and Debt Service Fund

$2,604,850

$4,877,683

$2,272,833

Subtotal

$7,819,859

$13,135,808

$5,315,949

Salaries Only
Police Department Salaries
Fire Department Salaries
All Other General Fund Salaries
Subtotal Salaries
Key Items Subtotal
Balance of Budget
Total Budget

$10,658,024
$6,691,663
$7,710,570
$25,060,257
$32,880,116
$19,216,884
$52,097,000

$13,193,798
$8,132,442
$7,953,318
$29,279,558
$42,415,366
$18,555,672
$60,971,038

$2,535,774
$1,440,779
$242,748
$4,219,301
$9,535,250
($661,212)
$8,874,038

6/24/2021

Public Safety
departments got
$5.6M of the
$8.9M in revenue
growth. Health
benefits and
infrastructure got
$3.7M. All else
was reduced
$418K.

12

FY17-21 Budget by General Fund
Department (page 1 of 2)
General Fund Departments
Public Safety
Police
Fire
Emergency Management
Emergency Medical Service
City Marshal/Code Enforcement
Public Safety Subtotal
Public Works
Streets
Traffic
Subtotal Public Works
Parks and Recreation
Recreation/Admin
Parks and Parkways
Subtotal Parks and Recreation
Developmental Services
Building Inspection
Planning
Subtotal Developmental Services
6/24/2021

FY 2017 Budget FY 2021 Budget

Increase/
(Decrease)

$18,700,449
$10,703,346
$230,185
$566,400
$752,446
$30,952,826

$23,610,111
$12,956,380
$164,763
$730,882
$896,680
$38,358,816

$4,909,662
$2,253,034
($65,422)
$164,482
$144,234
$7,405,990

$1,579,994
$2,182,574
$3,762,568

$1,815,727
$2,266,759
$4,082,486

$235,733
$84,185
$319,918

$821,795
$1,892,072
$2,713,867

$933,836
$1,833,184
$2,767,020

$112,041
($58,888)
$53,153

$584,364
$1,113,395
$1,697,759

$632,429
$863,978
$1,496,407

$48,065
($249,417)
($201,352)

Public Safety Subtotal
includes major share of
health benefit costs.
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FY17-21 Budget by General Fund
Department (page 2 of 2)
General Fund Departments
General Government
City Secretary
Elections
Municipal Court
City Manager
City Auditor
City Attorney
Human Resources
Subtotal General Government
Finance
Administration
Accounting
Purchasing
Budget
Subtotal Finance
Subtotal Departments
Island Transit Operating Subsidy
(Transportation)
Infrastructure Setaside (Transfer to the
Infrastructure and Debt Service Fund)
Other Budget Accounts
Total Budget

6/24/2021

FY 2017 Budget FY 2021 Budget

Increase/
(Decrease)

$510,774
$60,000
$740,515
$831,001
$278,291
$884,180
$443,025
$3,747,786

$557,638
$70,000
$776,693
$716,654
$285,555
$822,731
$536,631
$3,765,903

$46,864
$10,000
$36,178
($114,347)
$7,264
($61,449)
$93,606
$18,117

$293,222
$1,188,858
$249,311
$223,190
$1,954,581
$44,829,387

$344,636
$766,134
$197,943
$243,880
$1,552,593
$52,023,226

$51,414
($422,724)
($51,368)
$20,690
($401,988)
$7,193,839

$970,000

$200,000

($770,000)

$2,604,850

$4,877,683

$2,272,833

$3,692,763
$52,097,000

$3,870,129
$60,971,038

$177,366
$8,874,038
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FY17-21 Staff by General Fund
Department (page 1 of 2)
General Fund Departments
Public Safety
Police
Fire
Emergency Management
Emergency Medical Service
City Marshal/Code Enforcement
Public Safety Subtotal
Public Works
Streets
Traffic
Subtotal Public Works
Parks and Recreation
Recreation/Admin
Parks and Parkways
Subtotal Parks and Recreation
Developmental Services
Building Inspection
Planning
Subtotal Developmental Services
6/24/2021

FY 2017
Budgeted
Positions

FY 2021
Budgeted
Positions

Increase/ (Decrease)

190.250
120.000
2.000
0.000
9.375
321.625

209.000
119.000
1.000
0.000
8.400
337.400

18.750
(1.000)
(1.000)
0.000
(0.975)
15.775

41.125
16.125
57.250

38.225
18.125
56.350

(2.900)
2.000
(0.900)

8.000
31.000
39.000

6.600
33.100
39.700

(1.400)
2.100
0.700

9.000
7.000
16.000

7.000
9.000
16.000

(2.000)
2.000
0.000

Public Safety
staffing increased
almost 16 positions
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FY17-21 Staff by General Fund
Department (page 2 of 2)
General Fund Departments
General Government
City Secretary
Elections
Municipal Court
City Manager
City Auditor
City Attorney
Human Resources
Subtotal General Government
Finance
Administration
Accounting
Purchasing
Budget
Subtotal Finance
Subtotal Departments
6/24/2021

FY 2017
Budgeted
Positions

FY 2021
Budgeted
Positions

Increase/ (Decrease)

4.000
0.000
9.000
7.500
2.000
7.000
4.300
33.800

4.000
0.000
10.000
3.000
2.000
6.000
5.300
30.300

0.000
0.000
1.000
(4.500)
0.000
(1.000)
1.000
0.000

1.000
12.500
3.000
2.000
18.500
486.175

1.000
8.000
2.000
2.000
13.000
492.750

0.000
(4.500)
(1.000)
0.000
(5.500)
10.075

The rest of the General
Fund took a net five
position overall cut.
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Water and Sewer Overview
• No water and sewer rate increase in FY 22
• GCWA payments reduced by $3.5M (from $11.2M to $7.7M)
as GCWA bonds issued for the City’s benefit are paid off
• Materials and supply costs including gasoline are up
• Debt service savings ($665K) on own bonds in FY22 – plans
too rebalance debt service on 2017 and 2019 bonds to have
more debt paid by water fund and less by sewer fund
• Major maintenance due for sewer system to combat infiltration
and Inflow (I&I)
• CIP bolstered with addition of $27M American Rescue Plan
grant used for water and sewer projects: AMI, Pirates Beach
WWTP and Infiltration and Inflow.
6/24/2021
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Other Funds
• Island Transit urban transit system grant funding
protected with U.S. Census of 50,085
• Infrastructure and Debt Service Fund – Continuing
allocation to in-house streets, Debt Service Fund for
payment of principle and interest; May need to
supplement bond funds in CIP for price increases that are
coming
• Convention Center Surplus Fund based on “Trickle
Down” of Hotel Occupancy Tax revenue- FY22 estimate
is $2.1M per penny of 9% tax and City will receive $1.9M
for Seawall policing, Special events and Island Transit
Trolley operations and programs.
6/24/2021
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Water and Sewer
CIP Overview
• Uncommitted Balance in Water and Sewer Bond funds $16.2M
• Previously Estimated Funding Needs may be 15-20%
higher because of larger economy and rising prices
- $4.7M for water/sewer lines for 37th Street project
- $6.5M for water/sewer lines for County Street Bond
Projects (23rd St and Avenue S)
- Port ($400K) and TxDOT Broadway ($200K) projects
- Contingencies and inspections for ongoing projects
• FY 2021 CIP anticipated water and sewer CO sale
5/29/2021
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Streets and Drainage
CIP Overview
• Uncommitted Balance in Street and Drainage Bond funds
- $16.2M
• Previously Estimated Funding Needs may be 15-20%
higher because of larger economy and rising prices
- $8.2M for 37th Street project (Broadway to P and P to
Seawall)
- $6.5M for County Street Bond Projects (23rd St and
Avenue S)
- Potential matching requirement for South Shore Pump
Station ($1.5M may be grant funded)
- Contingencies and inspections for ongoing projects
• Completes 2017 Bond election list of projects
6/24/2021
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General Obligation Debt

Declining debt structure because property tax revenue is more subject to economic swings;
GO debt authorized by voters in 2017 is finished in 2039
$82M total, $56.9M principal and $25.1M interest

6/24/2021
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Water and Sewer Debt

Level payments for each bond sale results in a debt structure that declines with time
Issued to fund fifty-year improvements in water and sewer system
$134.2M total, $85.8M principal and $48.4M interest
6/24/2021
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Questions and Followup

6/24/2021
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ORDINANCE NO. 21-___
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON, TEXAS, AMENDING "THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF GALVESTON 1982, AS AMENDED”, CHAPTER 34, "TRAFFIC” ARTICLE
IX, “GOLF CARTS”, OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON, 1982, AS
AMENDED, RELATING TO “GOLF CARTS, NEIGHBORHOOD ELECTRIC VEHICLES
AND OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLES; MAKING VARIOUS FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS
RELATED TO THE SUBJECT; PROVIDING FOR PENALTY FOR VIOLATION, AND
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, there has been a proliferation in the use of golf carts and electric vehicles
on the streets of the City of Galveston which has garnered the attention of the citizens of this
City as well as that of City Council; and
WHEREAS, the use of these vehicles has grown and has had a negative impact on traffic
in the City of Galveston, causing congestion and increasing the risk of accidents and injuries; and
WHEREAS, the Texas Transportation Code Sec. 551.304, provides the City may
prohibit the operation of a neighborhood electric vehicle (NEV) on a street or highway if the
governing body of the municipality determines that the prohibition is necessary in the interest of
safety; and
WHEREAS, the Texas Transportation Code Sec. 551.403, provides the City may
prohibit the operation of a golf cart on a street or highway if the governing body of the
municipality determines that the prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety; and
WHEREAS, the Texas Transportation Code Sec. 551A.054, provides the City may
prohibit the operation of an off highway vehicle on a street or highway if the governing body of
the municipality determines that the prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety; and
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the operation of off highway vehicles
on the streets of the City of Galveston should be prohibited in the interest of public safety; and
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that there are certain streets within the
City upon which golf carts and neighborhood electric vehicle cannot be operated safely and
therefore their operation is prohibited on those streets, as specifically provided within this
Ordinance below; and
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that, given the traffic congestion in the
City that golf carts and neighborhood electric vehicles can be operated safely only if they are
equipped with certain equipment as specified within this Ordinance below; and
WHEREAS, the terms of the Ordinance will further enhance the City’s ability to ensure
equal enforcement of parking of golf carts and neighborhood electric vehicles in those areas
where there is designated paid parking; and
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WHEREAS, the office of the City Marshal is designated as the department to regulate
permits for golf carts, neighborhood electric vehicles (NEV’s), and off highway vehicles; and
WHEREAS, the City Council deems it in the public’s interest to amend the Code of the
City of Galveston 1982, as amended”, Chapter 34, "Traffic” Article IX, “Golf Carts” providing for
clarification, definitions, amending requirements and locations of travel; providing for regulations
pertaining to golf carts, neighborhood electric vehicles and off highway vehicles, and designating
the City Marshal to regulate golf carts and neighborhood electric vehicles, and off highway
vehicles, as provided in Section 2 below.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF GALVESTON, TEXAS:
SECTION 1. The findings and recitations set out in the preamble to this Ordinance are
found to be true and correct and they are hereby adopted by the City Council and made a part
hereof for all purposes.
SECTION 2. Chapter 34, “Traffic” of “The Code of The City of Galveston 1982, as
amended,” is amended as follows:
ARTICLE IX. – GOLF CARTS, NEIGHBORHOOD ELECTRIC VEHICLES, & OFF
HIGHWAY VEHICLES.
Sec. 34-202. - Definitions.
As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to
them in this section:
Commercial Owner: an individual, or entity which owns or operates golf carts and/or
NEV’s for the purpose of sale, lease, or rental.
Department: The Marshal’s Office, or as otherwise designated by the City Manager.
Director: the Department Director designated by the City Manager.
Golf Carts: means a motor vehicle designed by the manufacturer primarily for use on a
golf course pursuant to Texas Transportation Code 551.401. As used in this chapter the term
“golf cart” shall include Neighborhood Electric Vehicles.
Neighborhood electric vehicle aka “NEV”: means a vehicle that can attain a maximum
speed of 35 miles per hour on a paved level surface as defined in Texas Transportation Code
55.301 and otherwise complies with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 500 (49 C.F.R.
Section 571.500).
Off-highway vehicle: means an all-terrain vehicle, recreational off-highway vehicle, or
utility vehicle pursuant to Texas Transportation Code Ch. 551A.
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Private Owner: an individual, who owns a golf cart and/or NEV for personal use.
Sec. 34-202.203 - Prohibited on public streets.
(a) Off highway vehicles may not be operated on public roads or on the beach within the
City of Galveston; this prohibition does not extend to uses by governmental entities.
(b) Neither NEV’s nor golf carts are not permitted on public streets as follows:
(1)

Where the posted speed limit exceeds thirty-five (35) miles per hour;

(2)

Avenue "O" between 53rd and 15th Streets and Avenue "P", between 19th
and 53rd Streets; or

(3)

The Pelican Island Causeway; and,

(4)

Streets which are designated as part of the state highway system, or as
identified herein to include; but not limited, to the following:

a. State Highway (SH); 275: Harborside Drive from IH 45 to Ferry Road;
b. Spur 342: 61st Street from IH 45 to Seawall Blvd;
c. State Highway (SH); 87: Broadway Blvd from 59th Street to 6th Street,
Seawall Blvd from 6th Street to Ferry Road and Ferry Road from
Seawall Blvd to Ferry Landing;
d. Farm to Market Road (FM) 3005: Seawall Blvd west from 61st Street
to the end of the Seawall Blvd then west on San Luis Pass Road all the
way to the toll bridge;
e. Farm to Market Road (FM) 188: also known as Teichman Road;
f. Interstate Highway (IH): 45 Inbound from the city limits on the north
side of the Causeway to 59th Street;
g. Park Road: At the State Park out west;
h. State Highway (SH): 168: Fort Point Road off of Ferry Road (leads to
the Coast Guard Base).
i. Seawall Boulevard one half hour before sunset or before one half hour
after sunrise.
(c )
The prohibitions set out in the preceding subsection (b) are in addition to any
prohibitions which exist under the laws of the State of Texas.
(3)
Which are designated as part of the state highway system, including the "Pelican Island
Causeway".
Sec. 34-203.5 Registration by the State
(a) No golf cart may be operated in the City of Galveston unless it has been registered
with the State pursuant to Tx. Transportation Code 551.402.
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(b) No NEV may be operated in the City of Galveston unless it has been registered in
accordance with Tx. Transportation Code 551.302.
(c) An all terrain vehicle utilized by a governmental unit must have a license plate issued
by the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles pursuant to Tx. Transportation Code
551A.052.
(d) The license plate issued by the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles must be
permanently affixed on the golf cart, or NEV, be unobstructed and clearly visible.
Sec. 34-203. 204 - Registration permit Permit.
Before any golf cart may be operated over the authorized streets and parking areas of the
city, it must be registered and provided a permit with the police department of the city.
Registration for a registration permit will consist of an annual fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00
which covers the administrative costs of such registration, to include a registration permit decal.
The registration permit process includes the following specifics:
Before any golf cart or NEV may be operated over the authorized streets and parking areas
of the city, it must be permitted with the Marshal’s Office of the city of Galveston. The permit
process includes the following:
(1) Applicant shall complete the city-supplied registration permit application form, which
shall contain the and provide proof of the following:
a. Name and address of the applicant owner.
b. Location where the vehicle is regularly stored overnight.
c. Model, make, name, current color photo and golf cart identification number of
each golf cart or NEV. Current driver's license number of owner.
d. The license plate number of the vehicle on the plate obtained from the Texas
Department of Motor Vehicles;
e. Proof of financial responsibility consistent with the minimum requirements of the
Texas Transportation Code, as amended, for operation of motor vehicles.
f. Golf cart/NEV inspection certificate from a city approved golf cart inspection
site.
i. The inspection certificate shall have an embossed seal or other inspection
site identification attached to, affixed, or otherwise made a part of the
inspection certificate.
ii. The fee for an inspection certificate by an approved golf cart inspection
site provider cannot exceed ten dollars ($10.00).
iii. A list of approved inspection sites may be obtained from the Marshal’s
Office or as determined by the City Manager.
g. Proof of registration with the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles;
h. Valid driver’s license number of the owner.
i. Other information which the city may require.
Statement that all operators are required to be licensed pursuant to V.T.C.A.,
Transportation Code §§ 521.001(3) and 521.021, as amended, and that all
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equipment required herein is installed and will be kept current during the
registration period.
f.

(2)

Statement that the registration permit holder and any user shall indemnify and hold
harmless the city for any and all civil liability associated with said registration
waives any and all rights to sue or allow subrogation by insurance company.
The permit applicant shall:
a.

A private owner shall pay an annual fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00).

b.

A commercial owner shall pay an annual fee of two hundred fifty dollars
(250.00).

c.

Read, Affirm and Sign:
i.

That all operators will be licensed pursuant to the Texas
Transportation Code.

ii.

That all equipment required herein is installed and will be kept
current and maintained.

iii.

That the permit holder and any user shall indemnify and hold
harmless the City of Galveston for any and all civil liability
associated with said permit, waives any and all rights to sue, or
allow subrogation by an insurance company.

The registration permit application shall be:

c.

a.

Accompanied by a fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00).

b.

Accompanied by proof of financial responsibility consistent with the
minimum requirements of V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 601.051, as
amended, for operation of motor vehicles. Applicant owner must also
show their original driver's license and shall provide copies of the both the
owner's drivers license and proof of financial responsibility.

Signed by the applicant owner

(3) Upon issuance, the registration permit decal shall be attached and displayed upon the
right left front panel (driver's side) of the golf cart / NEV so as to be clearly visible.
(4) The registration permit shall be effective for one (1) year from the date of registration,
permit.
or such time as revoked or the golf cart is transferred to a new owner.
(5) There shall be a dual registration permit process, whereby registration permits shall be
issued principally for operation east of 103rd Street or west of 103rd Street.
a.

Registration permit applications for operation east of 103rd Street shall require
applicants to verify that they have already added the additional safety equipment
required for such operation by subsection 34-206(b).

b.

Registration permits for operation.
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c.

1.

East of 103rd Street shall be issued a green color permit registration decal.

2.

West of 103rd Street shall be issued a red color permit registration decal.

Golf carts that are registered for operation east of 103rd Street may also be
operated west of 103rd Street. Golf carts that are registered for operation west of
103rd Street may not be operated east of 103rd Street.

Sec. 34-204.205 - Revocation.
The registration permit may be revoked if:
(1) The owner or driver of a golf cart /NEV fails to abide by the rules and regulations of
this chapter.
(2) The owner or driver of a golf cart NEV fails to abide by the traffic laws and the use of
a golf cart /NEV on any authorized street or parking area.
(3) The owner fails to maintain proof of financial responsibility during the entire permit
registration period.
Sec. 34-205 206. - Transfer.
The registration permit is not transferable. Upon the transfer of ownership of the a golf cart
/NEV to a person who intends to operate it over authorized streets and parking areas, the new
owner must register obtain a permit for the golf cart /NEV and pay the registration permit fee.
as outlined hereinabove in section 34-203.
Sec. 34-206. 207- Required equipment for golf cart or NEV registration permits.
(a) A golf cart/NEV must be equipped with the following minimum equipment as mandated by
V.T.C.A., the Texas Transportation Code § 551.404(a) as amended and/or required by the
city. All safety equipment shall be maintained as provided by the Texas transportation code
or applicable city ordinance: to be eligible for a registration permit:
(1)

Operational headlamps;

(2)

Operational tail lamps;

(3)

Side reflectors;

(4)

Operational parking brake;

(5)

Rearview mirror(s);

(6) Slow moving vehicle sign (decal/emblem) having a reflective surface designed to be
clearly visible in daylight or at night from the light of standard headlamps at a distance
of at least five hundred (500) feet and shall be mounted base down on the rear of the
vehicle at a height from three (3) to five (5) two (2) to four (4) feet above the road
surface and shall be maintained in a clean reflective condition.
(b)

Additionally, golf carts registered for operation principally east of 103rd Street must also
be equipped with:
(1) (7) Turn signals;
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(2) (8) Horn;
(3) (9) Brake lights; and
(4) (10) Seat belts for the driver and each passenger.
Equipment and its installation must meet standards provided by the state transportation code,
as amended.
(c)

All such safety equipment shall be maintained as provided by the state traffic laws within
the state transportation code, as amended.

Sec. 34-207. 208- Operation regulations.
(a)

All drivers must be licensed to operate a motor vehicle as provided by the V.T.C.A., Texas
Transportation Code § 521.021, as amended and carry a valid driver's license as provided by
V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 521.025.

(b)

All drivers of golf carts /NEV’s shall abide by all traffic regulations applicable to vehicular
traffic when using the authorized streets and parking areas of the city.

(c)

Golf carts/NEV’s shall not be operated or parked on sidewalks at any time.

(d)

The authorized driver of a golf cart /NEV operating the golf cart / NEV on a street (as
defined herein) can cross an excluded street as provided in section 34-202, herein, but
otherwise may not operate a golf cart/NEV on any excluded street.

(e)

Golf carts/NEV’s are prohibited from pulling trailers, boats, jet skis, other objects or
people on public streets and the right-of-way.

(f)

The number of occupants in a golf cart /NEV shall be limited to the number of persons for
whom seating is installed and provided on the golf cart;

(f)(g)
(1)

Driver and passengers shall:
Be limited to limited to the seating capacity as designed by the manufacturer; or

(2) Be seated at all times while the cart is in motion and no part of the body of the operator
or occupant shall extend outside the perimeter of the golf cart /NEV’s while the cart is
being operated. The operator shall not permit any occupant of the cart to ride in the lap
of any occupant while the cart is in motion;

(gh)

(3)

All Occupants, including Children, shall If under the age of seven (7), be restrained by
either a adult or by a seatbelt, in accordance with the Texas Transportation Code, and
applicable Texas Occupant Restraint laws.

(4)

If over the age of seven (7), use seatbelts when operating a golf cart east of 103rd
Street.

Drivers shall maintain financial responsibility as required for other passenger vehicles in
accordance with the Texas V.T.C.A., Transportation Code. § 601.051.

(i) Golf carts must operate only in the right hand lane of multi lane city streets.
(j) Golf carts shall be parked parallel to the curb, or as otherwise regulated.
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Sec. 34 209. – Information to be provided for golf cart rentals.
(a) Any vendor who rents or leases a golf cart must provide to the lessee or renter of the cart
the following information:
a. A list of the streets in the City of Galveston on which the golf cart is prohibited;
b. A notice permanently affixed and displayed that seat belts are required to be worn
by every occupant of the vehicle while the vehicle is in operation;
c. A notice permanently affixed and displayed that the vehicle is to operate only in
the right lane of a multi lane street.
Sec. 34. 210. Penalties.
Any person who violates the terms of this chapter shall be penalized as follows.
In addition to traffic violations for which the owner or driver of the golf cart may be subject
to pursuant to state law, violations of this article are unlawful and a misdemeanor offense
punishable as follows:
(1)

Violations of section 34-203 shall be punishable by a fine not exceeding fifty dollars
($50.00). Each day a violation continues shall constitute a separate offense.

(2)

Violations of subsections 34-207(e) or 34-207(f) shall be punishable by a fine not
exceeding two hundred dollars ($200.00).

Any person who violates this Chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor offense punishable
by a fine not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200.00). Each day a violation continues shall
constitute a separate offense.
Sec. 34-211 - 34-229 – Reserved.
SECTION 3. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the sections,
paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and, if any phrase,
clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance should be declared invalid by the final
judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect any of
the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this Ordinance.
SECTION 4. All Ordinances or parts thereof in conflict herewith are repealed to the
extent of such conflict only.
SECTION 5. All Ordinances of general and permanent nature, and amendments to such
Ordinances, hereinafter adopted by the City Council, shall be drafted, so far as possible, as
specific amendments of, or additions to, this Code. Amendments to this Code are intended for
publication to the Galveston City Code. The Codifier is authorized pursuant to the Galveston
City Code to make non-substantive changes to the Ordinance prior to publishing.
SECTION 6. In accordance with the provisions of Sections 12 and 13 of Article II of the
City Charter this Ordinance has been publicly available in the office of the City Secretary for not
less than 72 hours prior to its adoption; that this Ordinance may be read and published by
descriptive caption only.
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SECTION 7. This Ordinance shall be and become effective on, from and after its
adoption and publication in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of Galveston.
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
________________________
DONNA M. FAIRWEATHER
ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY
I, Janelle Williams, Secretary of the City Council of the City of Galveston, do
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of an Ordinance adopted by the City
Council of the City of Galveston at its Regular meeting held on ___________, 2021, as the same
appears in records of this office.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I subscribe my name hereto officially under the
corporate seal of the City of Galveston this _____ day of _________________, 2021.
_____________________________
Secretary for the City Council
Of the City of Galveston
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ORDINANCE NO. 21-___
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON, TEXAS, AMENDING "THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF GALVESTON 1982, AS AMENDED”, CHAPTER 34, "TRAFFIC” ARTICLE
IX, “GOLF CARTS”, OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON, 1982, AS
AMENDED, RELATING TO “GOLF CARTS, NEIGHBORHOOD ELECTRIC VEHICLES
AND OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLES; MAKING VARIOUS FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS
RELATED TO THE SUBJECT; PROVIDING FOR PENALTY FOR VIOLATION, AND
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, there has been a proliferation in the use of golf carts and electric vehicles
on the streets of the City of Galveston which has garnered the attention of the citizens of this
City as well as that of City Council; and
WHEREAS, the use of these vehicles has grown and has had a negative impact on traffic
in the City of Galveston, causing congestion and increasing the risk of accidents and injuries; and
WHEREAS, the Texas Transportation Code Sec. 551.304, provides the City may
prohibit the operation of a neighborhood electric vehicle (NEV) on a street or highway if the
governing body of the municipality determines that the prohibition is necessary in the interest of
safety; and
WHEREAS, the Texas Transportation Code Sec. 551.403, provides the City may
prohibit the operation of a golf cart on a street or highway if the governing body of the
municipality determines that the prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety; and
WHEREAS, the Texas Transportation Code Sec. 551A.054, provides the City may
prohibit the operation of an off highway vehicle on a street or highway if the governing body of
the municipality determines that the prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety; and
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the operation of off highway vehicles
on the streets of the City of Galveston should be prohibited in the interest of public safety; and
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that there are certain streets within the
City upon which golf carts and neighborhood electric vehicle cannot be operated safely and
therefore their operation is prohibited on those streets, as specifically provided within this
Ordinance below; and
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that, given the traffic congestion in the
City that golf carts and neighborhood electric vehicles can be operated safely only if they are
equipped with certain equipment as specified within this Ordinance below; and
WHEREAS, the terms of the Ordinance will further enhance the City’s ability to ensure
equal enforcement of parking of golf carts and neighborhood electric vehicles in those areas
where there is designated paid parking; and
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WHEREAS, the office of the City Marshal is designated as the department to regulate
permits for golf carts, neighborhood electric vehicles (NEV’s), and off highway vehicles; and
WHEREAS, the City Council deems it in the public’s interest to amend the Code of the
City of Galveston 1982, as amended”, Chapter 34, "Traffic” Article IX, “Golf Carts” providing for
clarification, definitions, amending requirements and locations of travel; providing for regulations
pertaining to golf carts, neighborhood electric vehicles and off highway vehicles, and designating
the City Marshal to regulate golf carts and neighborhood electric vehicles, and off highway
vehicles, as provided in Section 2 below.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF GALVESTON, TEXAS:
SECTION 1. The findings and recitations set out in the preamble to this Ordinance are
found to be true and correct and they are hereby adopted by the City Council and made a part
hereof for all purposes.
SECTION 2. Chapter 34, “Traffic” of “The Code of The City of Galveston 1982, as
amended,” is amended as follows:
ARTICLE IX. – GOLF CARTS, NEIGHBORHOOD ELECTRIC VEHICLES, & OFF
HIGHWAY VEHICLES.
Sec. 34-202. - Definitions.
As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to
them in this section:
Commercial Owner: an individual, or entity which owns or operates golf carts and/or
NEV’s for the purpose of sale, lease, or rental.
Department: The Marshal’s Office, or as otherwise designated by the City Manager.
Director: the Department Director designated by the City Manager.
Golf Carts: means a motor vehicle designed by the manufacturer primarily for use on a
golf course pursuant to Texas Transportation Code 551.401. As used in this chapter the term
“golf cart” shall include Neighborhood Electric Vehicles.
Neighborhood electric vehicle aka “NEV”: means a vehicle that can attain a maximum
speed of 35 miles per hour on a paved level surface as defined in Texas Transportation Code
55.301 and otherwise complies with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 500 (49 C.F.R.
Section 571.500).
Off-highway vehicle: means an all-terrain vehicle, recreational off-highway vehicle, or
utility vehicle pursuant to Texas Transportation Code Ch. 551A.
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Private Owner: an individual, who owns a golf cart and/or NEV for personal use.
Sec. 34-.203 - Prohibited streets.
(a) Off highway vehicles may not be operated on public roads or on the beach within the
City of Galveston; this prohibition does not extend to uses by governmental entities.
(b) Neither NEV’s nor golf carts are permitted on public streets as follows:
(1)

Where the posted speed limit exceeds thirty-five (35) miles per hour;

(2)

Avenue "O" between 53rd and 15th Streets and Avenue "P", between 19th
and 53rd Streets;

(3)

The Pelican Island Causeway; and,

(4)

Streets which are designated as part of the state highway system, or as
identified herein to include; but not limited, to the following:

a. State Highway (SH); 275: Harborside Drive from IH 45 to Ferry Road;
b. Spur 342: 61st Street from IH 45 to Seawall Blvd;
c. State Highway (SH); 87: Broadway Blvd from 59th Street to 6th Street,
Seawall Blvd from 6th Street to Ferry Road and Ferry Road from
Seawall Blvd to Ferry Landing;
d. Farm to Market Road (FM) 3005: Seawall Blvd west from 61st Street
to the end of the Seawall Blvd then west on San Luis Pass Road all the
way to the toll bridge;
e. Farm to Market Road (FM) 188: also known as Teichman Road;
f. Interstate Highway (IH): 45 Inbound from the city limits on the north
side of the Causeway to 59th Street;
g. Park Road: At the State Park out west;
h. State Highway (SH): 168: Fort Point Road off of Ferry Road (leads to
the Coast Guard Base).
i. Seawall Boulevard one half hour before sunset or before one half hour
after sunrise.
(c )
The prohibitions set out in the preceding subsection (b) are in addition to any
prohibitions which exist under the laws of the State of Texas.
Sec. 34-203.5 Registration by the State
(a) No golf cart may be operated in the City of Galveston unless it has been registered
with the State pursuant to Tx. Transportation Code 551.402.
(b) No NEV may be operated in the City of Galveston unless it has been registered in
accordance with Tx. Transportation Code 551.302.
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(c) An all terrain vehicle utilized by a governmental unit must have a license plate issued
by the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles pursuant to Tx. Transportation Code
551A.052.
(d) The license plate issued by the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles must be
permanently affixed on the golf cart, or NEV, be unobstructed and clearly visible.
Sec. 34- 204 - Permit.
Before any golf cart or NEV may be operated over the authorized streets and parking areas
of the city, it must be permitted with the Marshal’s Office of the city of Galveston. The permit
process includes the following:
(1) Applicant shall complete the city-supplied permit application form and provide proof of
the following:
a. Name and address of the applicant owner.
b. Location where the vehicle is regularly stored overnight.
c. Model, make, name, current color photo and golf cart identification number of
each golf cart or NEV.
d. The license plate number of the vehicle on the plate obtained from the Texas
Department of Motor Vehicles;
e. Proof of financial responsibility consistent with the minimum requirements of the
Texas Transportation Code, as amended, for operation of motor vehicles.
f. Golf cart/NEV inspection certificate from a city approved golf cart inspection
site.
i. The inspection certificate shall have an embossed seal or other inspection
site identification attached to, affixed, or otherwise made a part of the
inspection certificate.
ii. The fee for an inspection certificate by an approved golf cart inspection
site provider cannot exceed ten dollars ($10.00).
iii. A list of approved inspection sites may be obtained from the Marshal’s
Office or as determined by the City Manager.
g. Proof of registration with the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles;
h. Valid driver’s license number of the owner.
i. Other information which the city may require.
(2)

The permit applicant shall:
a.

A private owner shall pay an annual fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00).

b.

A commercial owner shall pay an annual fee of two hundred fifty dollars
(250.00).

c.

Read, Affirm and Sign:
i.

That all operators will be licensed pursuant to the Texas
Transportation Code.
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ii.

That all equipment required herein is installed and will be kept
current and maintained.

iii.

That the permit holder and any user shall indemnify and hold
harmless the City of Galveston for any and all civil liability
associated with said permit, waives any and all rights to sue, or
allow subrogation by an insurance company.

(3) Upon issuance, the permit decal shall be attached and displayed upon the left front
panel (driver's side) of the golf cart / NEV so as to be clearly visible.
(4) The permit shall be effective for one (1) year from the date of permit.
Sec. 34-.205 - Revocation.
The permit may be revoked if:
(1) The owner or driver of a golf cart /NEV fails to abide by the rules and regulations of
this chapter.
(2) The owner or driver of a golf cart NEV fails to abide by the traffic laws and the use of
a golf cart /NEV on any authorized street or parking area.
(3) The owner fails to maintain proof of financial responsibility during the entire permit
period.
Sec. 34-206. - Transfer.
The permit is not transferable. Upon the transfer of ownership of the a golf cart /NEV to a
person who intends to operate it over authorized streets and parking areas, the new owner must
obtain a permit for the golf cart /NEV and pay the permit fee.
Sec. 34-207- Required equipment for golf cart or NEV permits.
(a) A golf cart/NEV must be equipped with the following minimum equipment as mandated by
the Texas Transportation Code as amended and/or required by the city. All safety
equipment shall be maintained as provided by the Texas transportation code or applicable
city ordinance:
(1)

Operational headlamps;

(2)

Operational tail lamps;

(3)

Side reflectors;

(4)

Operational parking brake;

(5)

Rearview mirror(s);

(6) Slow moving vehicle sign (decal/emblem) having a reflective surface designed to be
clearly visible in daylight or at night from the light of standard headlamps at a distance
of at least five hundred (500) feet and shall be mounted base down on the rear of the
vehicle at a height from two (2) to four (4) feet above the road surface and shall be
maintained in a clean reflective condition.
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(7) Turn signals;
(8) Horn;
(9) Brake lights; and
(10) Seat belts for the driver and each passenger.
Sec. 34-. 208- Operation regulations.
(a)

All drivers must be licensed to operate a motor vehicle as provided by the Texas
Transportation Code as amended and carry a valid driver's license.

(b)

All drivers of golf carts /NEV’s shall abide by all traffic regulations applicable to vehicular
traffic when using the authorized streets and parking areas of the city.

(c)

Golf carts/NEV’s shall not be operated or parked on sidewalks at any time.

(d)

The authorized driver of a golf cart /NEV operating the golf cart / NEV on a can cross an
excluded street as provided, herein, but otherwise may not operate a golf cart/NEV on any
excluded street.

(e)

Golf carts/NEV’s are prohibited from pulling trailers, boats, jet skis, other objects or
people on public streets and the right-of-way.

(f)

The number of occupants in a golf cart /NEV shall be limited to the number of persons for
whom seating is installed and provided on the golf cart;

(g)

(h)

Driver and passengers shall:
(1)

Be seated at all times while the cart is in motion and no part of the body of the
operator or occupant shall extend outside the perimeter of the golf cart /NEV’s while
the cart is being operated. The operator shall not permit any occupant of the cart to ride
in the lap of any occupant while the cart is in motion;

(2)

All Occupants, including Children, shall be restrained in accordance with the Texas
Transportation Code, and applicable Texas Occupant Restraint laws.

Drivers shall maintain financial responsibility as required for other passenger vehicles in
accordance with the Texas, Transportation Code.
(i) Golf carts must operate only in the right hand lane of multi lane city streets.
(j) Golf carts shall be parked parallel to the curb, or as otherwise regulated.

Sec. 34 209. – Information to be provided for golf cart rentals.
(a) Any vendor who rents or leases a golf cart must provide to the lessee or renter of the cart
the following information:
a. A list of the streets in the City of Galveston on which the golf cart is prohibited;
b. A notice permanently affixed and displayed that seat belts are required to be worn
by every occupant of the vehicle while the vehicle is in operation;
c. A notice permanently affixed and displayed that the vehicle is to operate only in
the right lane of a multi lane street.
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Sec. 34. 210. Penalties.
Any person who violates this Chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor offense punishable
by a fine not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200.00). Each day a violation continues shall
constitute a separate offense.
Sec. 34-211 - 34-229 – Reserved.
SECTION 3. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the sections,
paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and, if any phrase,
clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance should be declared invalid by the final
judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect any of
the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this Ordinance.
SECTION 4. All Ordinances or parts thereof in conflict herewith are repealed to the
extent of such conflict only.
SECTION 5. All Ordinances of general and permanent nature, and amendments to such
Ordinances, hereinafter adopted by the City Council, shall be drafted, so far as possible, as
specific amendments of, or additions to, this Code. Amendments to this Code are intended for
publication to the Galveston City Code. The Codifier is authorized pursuant to the Galveston
City Code to make non-substantive changes to the Ordinance prior to publishing.
SECTION 6. In accordance with the provisions of Sections 12 and 13 of Article II of the
City Charter this Ordinance has been publicly available in the office of the City Secretary for not
less than 72 hours prior to its adoption; that this Ordinance may be read and published by
descriptive caption only.
SECTION 7. This Ordinance shall be and become effective on, from and after its
adoption and publication in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of Galveston.
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
________________________
DONNA M. FAIRWEATHER
ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY
I, Janelle Williams, Secretary of the City Council of the City of Galveston, do
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of an Ordinance adopted by the City
Council of the City of Galveston at its Regular meeting held on ___________, 2021, as the same
appears in records of this office.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I subscribe my name hereto officially under the
corporate seal of the City of Galveston this _____ day of _________________, 2021.
_____________________________
Secretary for the City Council
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Of the City of Galveston
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