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Zoning and Land Use

Location
Subject
Site
North
South
East
West

Zoning
Residential, Single-Family (R-1)

Land Use
Residential

Residential, Single-Family (R-1)
Residential, Single-Family (R-1)
Residential, Single-Family (R-1)
Residential, Single-Family (R-1)

Residential
Residential
Residential
Residential

Executive Summary

The applicants are requesting designation of the above referenced address, as a
Galveston Landmark.

Analysis

As per Article 10 of the Land Development Regulations, the following criteria should be
considered during the Landmark Designation review process:
1. The character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural
characteristics of the City of Galveston, Galveston County, the State of Texas, or the
United States.
2. The Sealy Hutchings House was constructed in 1896 by Sealy H. Hutchings. Sealy
Hutchings became president of Ball, Hutchings & Company, which became HutchingsSealy National Bank in 1930. He also was president and director of Clarke & Courts,
Galveston; the Building & Loan Co.; and Hutchings Joint Stock Association. He was
director of the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railroad. He died in the house in January
1936.
3. Recognition as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark, National Historic Landmark, or
entered into the National Register of Historic Places.
The Sealy Hutchings House was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in
1994.
4. Association with the lives of people significant in the city, region, state or national
past.
The Hutchings and Sealy and Moody families are well known and respected names in
the history and development of the city of Galveston and in Texas.
5. Distinctive characteristics of a period or method of construction, or architecture;
representative of, or a rare survivor of, the work of a master designer, builder of
craftsmen.
The Sealy Hutchings House is an excellent example of a Queen Anne single family
dwelling with Classical Revival detailing, designed by noted Galveston architect,
George B. Stowe. Bom in 1873, he was the son of W.N. and M.E.(Beadles) Stowe.
George Stowe received his education in Galveston's schools and at Crawford
Academy. He established his architectural firm in Galveston upon completion of his
studies. His brother, E.E. Stowe, also joined his practice, hence the name, Stowe and
Stowe. The firm was quite successful and held a branch office in Houston. Among
Stowe's works were: the Trust Building, the Ikelheimer Building, Central M. E. Church,
Galveston Cotton Exchange (remodeling), the William Meininger House (1896; 1722
Church), the Bemheim-Mouer House (remodelings of 1897; 1814 Sealy), the Capt.
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Rucker T. Clarroll House (1900; 1717 Ave. K), the John D. Hodson House (1905; 1702
Post Office), the Clark-Jockush House and the Letitia Rosenberg Women's Home.
George Stowe died in August 1932 at his home at 2517 Ave. K.
6. Retention of historic integrity, meaning that the property possesses several, and
usually most, of the following aspects of integrity: location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling or association.
The Sealy Hutchings House retains its historic integrity and retains its original location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.
Financial Incentives for
Historic Properties

The property is eligible for the Financial Incentive for Historic Properties for new
Galveston Landmarks.

Other Reviews

The Landmark Commission will hear this request at the March 1, 2021, meeting.
City Council has the final decision regarding the request for a Landmark
Designation. The request will be heard at the regular meeting of March 25, 2021.

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends approval with the following condition:
Standard Condition:
1. As with all properties containing a Historic Overlay Designation, including
Landmark Designations, exterior alterations to the property will be subject to
review and approval by the Landmark Commission and must conform to the
Design Standards for Historic Properties of Galveston, Texas.

Respectfully Submitted:

_________________________________
Catherine Gorman, AICP
Assistant Director/HPO

02/24/2021
______________________
Date
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Sealy Hutchings House
I CONTEXT
The Port of Galveston was established in 1825 by the Congress of Mexico following its
successful revolution from Spain. The city served as the main port for the Texas
Navy during the Texas Revolution. Galveston was founded in 1836 by Michelle B.
Menard and served as the capital of the Republic of Texas.
Although parts of the city of Galveston were platted as far back as 1840, the area in
which the Sealy Hutchings house is located remained relatively open and unoccupied
until the latter part of the 19th century. The block to the north of this site includes the
estate of John Henry Hutchings (1822-1906), father of Sealy Hutchings. Immense
landscaped grounds surrounded John Hutchings' home. Just to the east of this estate, the
German garden club, Garten Verein, was established in 1876. In 1896, John Hutchings
provided his son, Sealy, with over five lots, located in the northwest quarter of city outlet
#65, on which to build his own house. Construction lasted throughout the year of 1896.
During the 1920s and 1930s, the city re-emerged as a major tourist destination centered
on casinos and other vice businesses. Featuring venues, such as the famed Balinese
Room, the city became nationally known as the sin city of the Gulf. The illegal
businesses were finally closed in the 1950s, leading to a long, stagnant economic period.
Many businesses relocated off the island, though some, such as the insurance businesses
and the medical school, remained.

II OVERVIEW
Sealy H. Hutchings (1869-1936) was born in Galveston on April 23, 1869, the seventh
child of John Henry, a successful banker and businessman, and Minnie (Knox)
Hutchings. He grew up across the street from this house at the John Henry Hutchings
House, 2816 Avenue O, and received his education in local schools. Later, Sealy
Hutchings attended the University of the South, Sewanee, Tennessee. He was a member
of Phi Delta Theta fraternity. Trinity Episcopal Church and Galveston Lodge 126. In
1887, he entered the banking business at his father's firm. Ball, Hutchings & Company.

Sealy Hutchings married Mary Emily Moody (1870 to 1943) on November 18, 1891.
They had seven children, the latter four born at 2805 Avenue O.
In 1845, John H. Hutchings, the father of Sealy Hutchings, Sr., formed a partnership with
John Sealy and George Ball, creating Ball, Hutchings, and Company. John Hutchings
negotiated the bonds to construct the first bridge across the bay and was instrumental in
improving Galveston’s harbor. During the Civil War, Hutchings was active in importing
arms and other supplies for the military. He later became president of the Galveston
Wharf Company.
While their children were growing up at 2805 Avenue O, the Hutchings accommodated
their growing family by making some changes to the house. A sleeping porch was formed
by closing in the open balcony over the porte-cochere. This was done circa 1920. Also,
later in the 1920s, the third-floor attic space was finished out to form three bedrooms and
a bathroom for the boys of the family. As Sealy Hutchings became older, he was unable
to climb stairs any longer and the family installed an elevator at the back of the house.
The architect for the house was Galvestonian, George B. Stowe. Bom in 1873, he was the
son of W.N. and M.E.(Beadles) Stowe. George Stowe received his education in
Galveston's schools and at Crawford Academy. He established his architectural firm in
Galveston upon completion of his studies. His brother, E.E. Stowe, also joined his
practice, hence the name, Stowe and Stowe. The firm was quite successful and held a
branch office in Houston. Among Stowe's works were: the Trust Building, the Ikelheimer
Building, Central M. E. Church, Galveston Cotton Exchange (remodeling), the William
Meininger House (1896; 1722 Church), the Bemheim-Mouer House (remodelings of
1897; 1814 Sealy), the Capt. Rucker T. Clarroll House (1900; 1717 Ave. K), the John D.
Hodson House (1905; 1702 Post Office), the Clark-Jockush House and the Letitia
Rosenberg Women's Home. George Stowe died in August 1932 at his home at 2517 Ave.
K.
The accounts ledger of Sealy Hutchings banking firm. Ball, Hutchings & Co., provided
the names of craftsmen who worked on, or provided materials for the house. Included
were: G. M. Bryan (hardware); Byme & Jones (rough and dressed lumber, shingles);
Chapman (carpenter); George P. De Wees & Co. (brick contractors, builders); L. V. Elder

(contractor); C. Hildenbrand & Co. (planing mill-manufacturers of sashes, doors, blinds,
shingles, moldings, window frames-rough and dressed lumber); C. A. Horsley & Co.
(builders, hardware); Moore & Goodman (lumber-laths, shingles, sash, doors, fine stair
work a specialty-Lake Charles, Louisiana mill); C.S. Ott (marble dealer-tiles for hearths,
vestibules, wainscoting, & halls); Rice Baulard Co. (paints, oils, vanishes, glass, window
shades, wallpaper-Galveston Paint Co., contractor); William Schadt (sashes, doors, blinds
wood mantels, grates, hardware, paints, oils); Jacob Timmner (locksmith, machinist); T.
Toms (gardener); Jesse E. Toothaker (contractor, builder). The house was built for a total
of $14,160.76 in 1896 dollars.
Sealy Hutchings became president of Ball, Hutchings & Company, which became
Hutchings-Sealy National Bank in 1930. He also was president and director of Clarke &
Courts, Galveston; the Building & Loan Co.; and Hutchings Joint Stock Association. He
was director of the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railroad. He died in the house in January
1936. His funeral services were held at his home.
Upon her husband's death, the house went to Mrs. Sealy Hutchings (Mary Moody) who
was also born in Galveston on February 22, 1870, the daughter of Colonel and Mrs. W.L.
Moody. She was educated in Galveston schools and at Hollins Institute in Virginia. She
gave birth to four children in the house, and later died there on May 14, 1943. She is
buried in the old Episcopal Cemetery in Galveston.
After her mother's death, Mary Moody Hutchings inherited the house. She was born on
February 27, 1896, in Galveston and attended local public schools. As a debutante, she
was presented at the Galveston Artillery Ball, and was Duchess in the Galveston Mardi
Gras festivities. She later graduated from Mt. Vernon College in Washington, D.C,
finally studying at Columbia University in New York where she pursued a passionate
interest in horticulture. She was a worldwide traveler and held a continuing interest in
wildlife. Mary Moody Hutchings served as a volunteer driver in the Ambulance Corps of
the Red Cross during World War I. A very active member of the Galveston Historical
Foundation, Colonial Dames of America, Daughters of the Republic of Texas, and
Daughters of the American Revolution. She never married. She literally lived her entire

life in the house, dying there on April 29, 1986, when she was 90 years old. She is buried
in the Galveston Memorial Cemetery in Hitchcock.
Liquidation of the Mary Hutchings estate among 27 heirs left the house empty for four
years. The house deteriorated during this time. However, desiring to keep the home in
family hands, two heirs purchased the house in 1991. The pristine integrity of the Sealy
Hutchings House, due in most part to its continued ownership by the same family, makes
it of particular historical significance. The very few changes that were made (the
addition of an elevator, the enclosure of the sleeping porch and the upper portion of the
back porch, and minimal interior changes) have been made with care to retain the style
and spirit of the house. The current owners, Brent Robinson and Thurman Nassioy
purchased the estate in 2020 and are committed to the preservation of the house and
understand its importance.
In 1968, Sealy Hutchings, Jr., Robert Knox Hutchings, Elizabeth Hutchings Cavin, and
Mary Hutchings pledged a donation to the Rosenberg Library Building Fund for its
expansion project. The Hutchings Gallery was established as a memorial to their parents,
Sealy Hutchings, Sr. and Mary Moody Hutchings. The room was dedicated in 1971 after
the library’s Moody Memorial Wing was completed.
III SIGNIFICANCE
The Sealy Hutchings House is an excellent example of a Queen Anne single family
dwelling with Classical Revival detailing, designed by noted Galveston architect, George
B. Stowe. The house is situated in a neighborhood of homes and other buildings, largely
of the same era, south of Broadway, Galveston's major thoroughfare, and west of the
locally designated Silk Stocking Historic District. The exterior is sheathed with wooden
beveled clapboards and fishscale shingles on the dormers and rests on brick piers now
covered in red stucco. The interior features most of the original millwork and hardware,
remarkably preserved after nearly a century of use. The house and grounds cover over
five lots in a predominantly residential neighborhood of large houses. The Sealy
Hutchings House was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in July of 1994.
The Hutchings, Sealy and Moody names are well known and respected names in the
history and development of the city of Galveston and in Texas.

IV DOCUMENTATION
BOOKS:
Galveston City Directory, 1896.
Picturesque Galveston. New York:, 1900, p. 90
(picture of Sealy Hutchings House before 1900 storm)
Geoffrey Leavenworth and Richard Payne.Historic Galveston.Houston: Herring Press
Inc., 1985.
PERIODICALS:
"Well-Known Local Architect is Dead", Galveston Daily News, 5 August 1932, p. 1, col.
5. "Leader Dies", Galveston Daily News, 25 January 1936, p. 1, col. 6.
"Member of Prominent Local Family Dies", Galveston Daily News, 15 May 1943. p. 1.
"Obituaries-Mary Moody Hutchings", Galveston Daily News, 1 May 1986, p. 4A.
"Early Colonial Revival", Old House Journal, vol. 13, no. 2, March/April 1990. pp. 4550.
MANUSCRIPT MATERIALS:
Ball, Hutchings & Co., "General Ledger - J", 1891-1897. (Galveston and Texas History
Center, Rosenberg Library, Galveston).
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5. CLASSIFICATION
OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY:
CATEGORY OF PROPERTY:

Private
Building(s)

NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY:

CONTRIBUTING

NONCONTRIBUTING

1
0
0
0

1
0
1
0

BUILDINGS
SITES
STRUCTURES
OBJECTS

2 TOTAL
NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES PREVIOUSLY LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER: 0
NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: N/A

6. FUNCTION OR USE
HISTORIC FUNCTIONS:

DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling

CURRENT FUNCTIONS:

DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling

7. DESCRIPTION
ARCHFTECTURAL CLASSHICATION:
MATERIALS: FOUNDATION

WALLS
ROOF
OTHER
NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne

Brick
Wood: weatherboard
Asphalt
Brick; Glass
(see continuation sheets 7-1 through 7-6).
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Sealy Hutchings House
Galveston, Galveston Co., TX

DESCRIPTION:
The Sealy Hutchings House (1896) is a late 19th century, 2 1/2-story Queen Anne style dwelling
with Classical Revival detailing. The residence was constructed of wood frame and designed
with an asymmetrical plan by prominent Galveston architect, George B. Stowe. The plan of the
house is similar to most residential designs of the Queen Anne period. The only alterations are
to the projecting bays and gabled roof ends on the east facade, work completed to add an
elevator, and the enclosure of the upstairs sleeping porches completed in the 1920s. The Sealy
Hutchings House faces north at 2805 Avenue O, south of Broadway, in Galveston, Texas. The
exterior is sheathed with wooden beveled clapboards and fishscale shingles on the dormers and
rests on brick piers now covered in red stucco. The interior features most of the original
millwork and hardware, remarkably unpainted and preserved after nearly a century of use. The
carriage house that once sat on the soutfiwest comer of the property burned at the turn of the
century and a non-historic garage, a Noncontributing element, was erected over the original
site. An approximately six foot brick wall with buttresses runs along the southern boundary of
the property and is Noncontributing. The house and grounds cover over five lots in a
predominantly residential neighborhood of large houses.
The Sealy Hutchings House (1896) is a 2 1/2-story wood frame Queen Anne style building on
an elevated foundation of brick piers and wooden beams. It was raised from three to six feet
above grade following the 1900 hurricane. Although asymmetrical in plan, the house is largely
a rectangular block with projecting semi-circular, octagonal, and rectangular bays, a finished
attic space and an unfinished basement. Wraparound covered porches, visible from the
principal facade, create a continuous L-shape leg around the north and east facade of the
residence, unifying the homes undulating bays and turrets. The roof is gabled and clad in nonhistoric asphalt composition shingles. The second story cornice employs both dentils and
modillions, supported by Tuscan pilasters on the comers. The exterior is covered in narrow
cypress clapboards with beveled edges. The single front facing pediment dormer is clad in
wooden shingles typical of Queen Anne houses (See photo #1). The exterior is painted a pale
yellow with reddish-brown trim on the windows and their mullions.
The north elevation (front) exemplifies the assemblage of Victorian forms and volumes with
Classical Revival detailing. This facade is an asymmetrical composition featuring a dominant
gable end ell with an inset entry, a projecting pedimented portico of entry and a wraparound
porch. The single panelled front door is adomed on the top half with bevelled glass below a
transom. The entry to the house is accentuated by a pedimented portico supported by slender,
single-story Tuscan columns, and a flight of wooden stairs. A wooden porch rail with tumed
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Sealy Hutchings House
Galveston, Galveston Co., TX

balustrades and wooden posts withfinialsflanksthe flight of twelve steps that descend from the
raised front porch. West of the entry is a large 18/1 double hung wood window; a pair of 18/1
windows comprise the fenestration on the second story surmounted by a Palladian window with
a blind lunette adoming the gable end with a raked and boxed comice. The comers of this 2story projecting ell are marked by rectangular Tuscan pilasters. The pilaster on the westem
edge of the facade ascends from the first story to the eaves of the roof and support a boxed
comice. The pilaster at the eastem edge is set back at the entry and on the second level rises
out of the roof of the entry portico to the entablature.
Set back from the north facade, but visible in elevation, are a 2-story semi-circular bay and a
porte-cochere with tripled Tuscan columns supported by brick pilasters, with a glass enclosed
porch above the porte-cochere.
Extending east from the front door on the first floor a curved porch wraps around the north and
east elevation and terminates at the edge of the east cross gable (see photo #2), again marked
by a rectangular pilaster. The wooden porch rail with tumed balustrades continues from the
steps completely around the porch.
The second story of the north elevation, beginning at the west comer, features the sleeping
porch over the porte-cochere. This flat roofed porch was enclosed in the 1920s and has double
2/2 double hung windows on each of its three sides. An entablature decorated with moldings
that feature small dentils and supported by modillions surrounds the entire house, intermpted
only at the front (north) and back (south) facing gables. As on the lower level, a portion of the
semi-circular bay is seen from the front of the house, and the lower floor windows are repeated
on the second level. The upper front plane of the north facing gable has a pair of evenly
spaced double hung windows that are detailed with comice molding. In the tympanum of the
front pediment is a Palladian-style window, surmounted by a false lunette. Finally, another
large double hung window is centered to the left of the projecting plane (see photo #1 - these
windows are boarded in the photographs to protect them from vandals, however the original
windows are behind the boards).
The east elevation exhibits a rich diversity of projections. The pediment of the side-facing
gable is supported by two 2-story bays, one semi-circular and the other octagonal. The flat
roof of the deep porch extends from the center of these bays, and double hung windows in
identical pattems are repeated on both floors. Above the entablature, the pediment, as in the
front, is characterized by a Palladian-style set of windows, the center one surmounted by a false
lunette (see photo #2). At the intersection of the cross gables is an obvious enclosure (notice in

NPS Fonn \tyw^

Oyg Afipm^ Ma 1024^1$

United States Department of ttie interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
^
Section number

7

_
Page

3

Sealy Hutchings House
Galveston, Galveston Co., TX

photo #2 that it intermpts the entablature). This addition (c.l930) houses an elevator. The
remaining plane of the east elevation has two narrow windows stacked one above the other on
the first and second levels.
The rear (south) elevation, is very austere in contrast to the other elevations. It is essentially
planar in form. A narrow inset porch is cut into the house on the first level on the westem side
(see photo #3), and a narrow stair is provided for access to the kitchen located just inside the
porch (see photo #4), The second level comer of this porch has been enclosed and matches the
enclosed sleeping porch over the porte-cochere (the south face of which one sees from the back
of the house). The rear porch tums the comer and widens as it engages the porte-cochere.
The double hung windows on both levels of this elevation are covered on the outside with
wooden shutters. The open gable end with kicked eaves has a single, unadomed window (see
photo #4).
The west elevation, like the east, is characterized by a variety of shapes of projections. The
side facing cross gable is positioned slightly off-center toward the front of the house. The 2story rectangular porte-cochere with enclosed sleeping porch on the second level. The porch
was enclosed in the 1920s. Each of its three sides has four identical windows. A steep bank of
stairsrisesfrom the drive under the porte-cochere to a porch that wraps to the back to join the
inset kitchen porch (see photo #5).
One large rectangular window is to the right of the semi-circular bay, and one very narrow
window is to the left, positioned near the front of the house. These windows are double hung
windows with single bottom panes, and multiple upper panes divided by wooden mullions. As
on the first level below, the semi-circular bay has four identical windows on the second level.
In the pediment of the side-facing gable on the west elevation is a walk-through window,
flanked by two smaller windows, which provided access to a landing over the semi-circular bay
window (see photo #5). This landing connects to the roof of the porte-cochere and its extended
porch. The flat roof of the semi-circular bay, as well as that of the enclosed sleeping porch,
was once balustraded and served as a terrace.
Four chimneys with high, narrow shaftsriseabove the roof, with corbelled crowns. Now
plastered and painted red, these chimneys, like the brick foundation wall of the house, were
once exposed red brick.

Inside, the firstflooris centered on a grand entrance hall and adjoining stair hall. The stair
hall is illuminated by its original brass chandelier. The north comers of the stair hall are
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Sealy Hutchings House
Galveston, Galveston Co., TX

chamfered, forming a coat closet to the west. At the rear of the stair hall, to the left, the stairs
step up to a landing and tum, providing a panelled back-drop for a built-in, upholstered bench.
The stair hall is separated from the entry hall by a partition composed of two curved Eastlake
beams that form a semi-circular archway, as they spring from small paired Doric colunms
resting on a waist-high plinth. The beams end in a curb that rests on an opposite, matching
plinth (see photo #6). All woodwork is stained dark on the first floor, except for that of the
kitchen.
The entry halls andflankingrooms are connected by massive, pine pocket doors, ten feet in
height, two feet lower than the plastered ceilings. Immediately to the left (west) of the entrance
hall is the music room. It has a ceramic tUe-facedfireplacewith a mantle consisting of a single
wooden shelf, supported by a scrolled metal bracket. The music room is connected to the
billiard room by a large pocket door. In addition, a semi-circular bay on the west elevation
forms a room that provides circulation between the music room and the billiard room. The
billiard room has two walls which are chamfered, one to accommodate an oak mantled fireplace
on the north side of the room (see photo #9) and the other to hold a handsome comer cabinet to
the south. The room is partially panelled in curly pine.
To the right (east) of the entry hall is a parlor with a large, curved radiator. Thefireplacein
this room, though still tile, is sheathed in a mahogany Queen Anne facade and mantle. Behind
this room, is the dining room, with a panelled ceiling of false beams. Here is another radiator
and a fireplace with a tiled face and wooden mantle, supported by scrolled metal brackets.
Beneath this mantie is a smaller shelf supported by a single bracket. A door on the south side
of the room provides access to the service hall, pantry and kitchen. The service hall's east end
contains an elevator to the second floor and basement.
The stair hall has a door on its south side allowing entry to the service hall which leads from
the kitchen and dining rooms to the panelled door and exits to the porte-cochere. The service
hall also provides access to a rear stair. Under the main stair, is a half bath. The main rooms
of the first level have picture molding extending throughout, at the level of ten feet.
Many of the windows are protected by interior shutters that are erected from behind the closed
windows. A hinged sill is lifted, revealing three tracks, each of which accommodates a section
of shutter which can be lifted into position via omate brass pulls. Once the shutters are in
place, the sill may be lowered back in place (see photo #7).
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Sealy Hutchings House
Galveston, Galveston Co., TX

The second level has ceilings eleven feet high, a foot lower than those of the first level. Four
bedrooms open out onto a large gallery. The north end of the gallery provides access to an
original bathroom. A door in the soudieast comer of the gallery leads to a rear hallway that
provides access to a bathroom, servant's bedroom, rear stair, second level porch and the
elevator. The fireplaces of the second floor retain ceramic tile faces, but all now have white
painted wooden mantels with a Queen Anne flavor. The mantles are original, however it is
presumed that they were originally stained rather than painted. Walls are plastered as on the
first floor, however some now are covered in wallpaper that was added sometime during the
past 20 years.
The attic has been panelled in narrow, vertical-mnning, painted pine boards. The ceilings
received the same treatment. Three bedrooms and a bathroom open onto a gallery space (see
photo #10) floor gallery space. Each bedroom is illuminated by the windows of one of the
grand pediments.
A carriage house was originally located on the southwest comer of the 225 x 120 foot lot. This
building bumed soon after the tum of the century and another carriage house with living
quarters above was constmcted. This building was enlarged to accommodate automobiles and
is Noncontributing.
The present condition of the house is a reflection of lack of maintenance, and preservation of
the house wUl culminate in an example of the Queen Anne style with Classical Revival
influences of exceptional integrity. The Sealy Hutchings House is currently being restored.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
APPUCABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA
_ A PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIHCANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE
BROAD PATTERNS O F O U R H I S T O R Y .

_ B PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WIFH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST.
_x_ C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF
C O N S T R U C T I O N OR REPRESENTS T H E W O R K O F A M A S T E R , OR POSSESSES H I G H A R T I S T I C V A L U E , OR
REPRESENTS A S I G N I F I C A N T A N D D I S T I N G U I S H A B L E E N T I T Y W H O S E COMPONENTS

LACK INDIVIDUAL

DISTINCTION.

D PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR IS LIKELY TO YIELD, INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR
HISTORY.

CRTTERIA CONSIDERATIONS:
AREAS OF SIGNDICANCE:

Architecture

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE:
SIGNIFICANT DATES:

N/A

1896

1896

SIGNIFICANT PERSON: N/A
CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A

ARCHriECT/BuiLDER: Stowe, George B. (architect)
NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

(see continuation sheets 8-7 through 8-10).

9. MAJOR BIBUOGRAPmC REFERENCES
BiBUOGRAPHY (see continuation sheet 9-11).
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS): N/A
_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_ previously listed in the National Register
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADomoNAL DATA:
X State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission)
_ Other state agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local govemment
_ University
_ Other ~ Specify Repository:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Sealy Hutchings House is an excellent example of a Queen Anne single family dwelling
with Classical Revival detailing, designed by noted Galveston architect, George B. Stowe. The
house is situated in a neighborhood of homes and other buildings, largely of the same era, south
of Broadway, Galveston's major thoroughfare, and west of the locally designated Silk Stocking
Historic District. The Sealy Hutchings House retains a high degree of integrity and is eligible
under Criterion C in the area of Architecture.
The Sealy Hutchings House was built by a prominent Galveston banker and businessman, Sealy
Hutchings, and his wife, Mary Moody, a member of another prominent and successful family
in Galveston's history. The Sealy Hutchings House exemplifies the distinctive characteristics of
the Queen Anne style, popular at the tum of the century.
During the latter part of the 19th century, interest in classicism was enhanced by exposure of
American architects to the French Ecole de Beaux Arts. Architects leamed to draw from
historical precedents in architecture to supplement the design of new buildings. Georgian and
Federal style buildings of the early Colonial period were reviewed as this interest in classicism
grew. Architect, Charles McKim, of McKim, Mead & White, was at the forefront of this
movement in the 1870s as he embarked upon a tour of New England's historic houses. McKim
is thought to have designed the first Classical or Colonial Revival house, the Henry A.C.
Taylor House of Newport, Rhode Island, in 1886.
The first applications of Classical Revival elements placed more emphasis on the 19th century
design than the revival. In the early examples, like the Sealy Hutchings House, architects used
similar form and massing to the Queen Anne style but moved toward a more symmetrical
appearance. On the other, the first Classical or Colonial Revival houses were much larger than
the predecessors and their forms were much simpler and more rectangular than the typical late
19th century Queen Anne house. Towers and bays of the earlier Queen Anne became more
restrained and lost popularity as the Classical Revival came into vogue. The Sealy Hutchings
House is an example where the Queen Anne elements still dominate the design. This is evident
in the two semi-circular bays, one octagonal and one rectangular bay. The exterior trim of the
Sealy Hutchings House became more restrained in form. Adamesque swags, gabled pediments,
and denticulated trim at the comice line are all examples of the Classical Revival influence.
Tuscan porch columns and a less complex roof configuration are further Classical influences.
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The front doorway again became the focal point of the front facade for the Classical and
Colonial Revival house. Huge, broken pediments, not common in actual colonial buildings,
became quite popular above the Classical Revival door. Windows were usually double hung,
with 6/6, or as many as 9/9 or lights, employed to yield a Classical or Colonialflavorto the
broad window panes of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Small panes were only used in the
upper portion of the window, with the bottom sash fitted with a single large pane as in all of
the windows of the Sealy Hutchings House. Upper stories typically had Palladian windows. A
porte-cochere was often attached to the side of the house, again present in the Sealy Hutchings
House.
The Classical or Colonial Revival interior also incorporated some changes from the Queen
Anne. Althoughfloorplansremained flexible, decor became restrained and subdued. Staircases
were elegant with simple tumed balusters and softly curved handrails. Fireplaces were often
flanked by small pilasters and topped by panelled overmantels.
One of the earliest houses in Texas to follow the Classical Revival style was the J. Rielly
Gordan House in San Antonio (circa 1887), built by the architect as his own home. In Texas,
however, the Classical and Colonial Revivals did not exert their full influence until the
beginning of the 20th Century. The Sealy Hutchings House ranks as an early example of the
combined Late Victorian and early Classical Revival in Texas. Galveston has a number of
houses which Classical or Colonial Revival elements. Houses at 1416 Ball, 1112, 1128, and
1202 Broadway are some of the best examples; however, few examples of this style remain.
Although parts of the city of Galveston were platted as far back as 1840, the area in which the
Sealy Hutchings house is located remained relatively open and unoccupied until the latter part
of the 19th century. The block to the north of this site includes the estate of John Henry
Hutchings (1822-1906), father of Sealy Hutchings. Immense landscaped grounds surrounded
John Hutchings' home. Just to the east of this estate, the German garden club, Garten Verein,
was established in 1876. In 1896, John Hutchings provided his son, Sealy, with over five lots,
located in the northwest quarter of city outlet #65, on which to build his own house.
Constmction lasted throughout the year of 1896.
The architect for the house was Galvestonian, George B. Stowe. Bom in 1873, he was the son
of W.N. and M.E.(Beadles) Stowe. George Stowe received his education in Galveston's
schools and at Crawford Academy. He established his architectural firm in Galveston upon
completion of his studies. His brother, E.E. Stowe, also joined his practice, hence the name,
Stowe and Stowe. The firm was quite successful, and held a branch office in Houston. Among
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Stowe's works were: the Tmst Building, the Ikelheimer Building, Central M. E. Church,
Galveston Cotton Exchange (remodeling), the William Meininger House (1896; 1722 Church),
the Bemheim-MoUer House (remodelings of 1897; 1814 Sealy), the Capt. Rucker T. Clarroll
House (1900; 1717 Ave. K), the John D. Hodson House (1905; 1702 Post Office), the
Clark-Jockush House and the Letitia Rosenberg Women's Home. George Stowe died in August
1932 at his home at 2517 Ave. K.
The accounts ledger of Sealy Hutchings banking firm. Ball, Hutchings & Co., provided the
names of craftsmen who worked on, or provided materials for the house. Included were: G.
M. Bryan (hardware); Byme & Jones (rough and dressed lumber, shingles); Chapman
(carpenter); George P. De Wees & Co. (brick contractors, builders); L. V. Elder (contractor);
C. Hildenbrand & Co. (planing mill-manufacturers of sashes, doors, blinds, shingles, moldings,
window firames-rough and dressed lumber); C. A. Horsley & Co. (builders, hardware); Moore
& Goodman (lumber-laths, shingles, sash, doors, fine stair work a specialty-Lake Charles,
Louisiana mill); C.S. Ott (marble dealer-tiles for hearths, vestibules, wainscoting, & halls);
Rice Baulard Co. (paints, oils, vamishes, glass, window shades, wallpaper-Galveston Paint
Co., contractor); William Schadt (sashes, doors, blinds wood mantels, grates, hardware, paints,
oils); Jacob Timmner (locksmith, machinist); T. Toms (gardener); Jesse E. Toothaker
(contractor, builder). The house was built for a total of $14,160.76 in 1896 dollars.
Sealy H. Hutchings (1869-1936) was bom in Galveston on April 23, 1869, the seventh child of
John Henry, a successful banker and businessman, and Minnie (Knox) Hutchings. He grew up
across the street from this house at the John Henry Hutchings House, 2816 Avenue 0, and
received his education in local schools. Later, Sealy Hutchings attended the University of the
South, Sewanee, Tennessee. He was a member of Phi Delta Theta fraternity. Trinity Episcopal
Church and Galveston Lodge 126. In 1887, he entered the banking business at his father's
firm. Ball, Hutchings & Company. Sealy Hutchings married Mary Emily Moody (1870 to
1943) on November 18, 1891. They had seven children, the latter four bom at 2805 Avenue 0.
While their children were growing up at 2805 Avenue 0, the Hutchings accommodated their
growing family by making some changes to the house. A sleeping porch was formed by
closing in the open balcony over the porte-cochere. This was done circa 1920. Also, later in
the 1920s, the third floor attic space wasfinishedout to form three bedrooms and a bathroom
for the boys of the family. As Sealy Hutchings became older, he was unable to climb stairs
any longer and the family installed an elevator at the back of the house.
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Sealy Hutchings became president of Ball, Hutchings & Company, which became
Hutchings-Sealy National Bank in 1930. He also was president and director of Clarke &
Courts, Galveston; the Building & Loan Co.; and Hutchings Joint Stock Association. He was
director of the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railroad. He died in the house in January 1936.
His funeral services were held at his home.
Upon her husband's death, the house went to Mrs. Sealy Hutchings (Mary Moody) who was
also bom in Galveston on February 22, 1870, the daughter of Colonel and Mrs. W.L. Moody.
She was educated in Galveston schools and at Hollins Institute in Virginia. She gave birth to
four children in the house, and later died there on May 14, 1943. She is buried in the old
Episcopal Cemetery in Galveston.
After her mother's death, Mary Moody Hutchings inherited the house. She was bom on
February 27, 1896, in Galveston and attended local public schools. As a debutante, she was
presentai at the Galveston Artillery Ball, and was Duchess in the Galveston Mardi Gras
festivities. She later graduated from Mt. Vemon College in Washington, D.C, finally studying
at Columbia University in New York where she pursued a passionate interest in horticulture.
She was a worldwide traveller and held a continuing interest in wildlife. Mary Moody
Hutchings served as a volunteer driver in the Ambulance Corps of the Red Cross during World
War I . A very active member of the Galveston Historical Foundation, Colonial Dames of
America, Daughters of the Republic of Texas, and Daughters of the American Revolution. She
never married. She literally led her entire life in the house, dying there on April 29, 1986,
when she was 90 years old. She is buried in the Galveston Memorial Cemetery in Hitchcock.
Liquidation of the Mary Hutchings estate among 27 heirs left the house empty for four years.
The house deteriorated during this time. However, desiring to keep the home in family hands,
the present owners purchased the house in 1991. They are Tmdy Hutchings Herolz, Sealy
Hutchings (great grandchildren of Sealy Hutchings), and Robert A. Herolz, Jr. The pristine
integrity of the Sealy Hutchings House, due in most part to its continued ownership by the same
family, makes it of particular historical significance. The very few changes that were made
(the addition of an elevator, the enclosure of the sleeping porch and the upper portion of the
back porch, and minimal interior changes) have been made with care to retain the style and
spirit of the house. The current owners are committed to the preservation of the house and
understand its importance. The Sealy Hutchings House is an excellent example of the Queen
Anne style with Classical Revival details, designed by a prominent local architect, and owned
by a prominent local family that significantly influenced the history of Galveston.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF PROPERTY:

UTM REFERENCES

less than one acre

Zone Easting
1 15 325580

2 ## mm

Northing
3241480

Zone Easting
3 ## m m

mmmn 4 ## mm

Northing
#######

mnm

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Lots

3,4,5,6,7, and east ten feet of Lot 2 of Northwest 1/4 of
Outlet 65, City of Galveston, Galveston County, Texas

The boundaries include all property historically associated with the Sealy
Hutchings House.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INVENTORY
The following information applies to all photographs unless otherwise noted:
Property Name
City, County, State
Photographer
Date of Photographs
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Sealy Hutchings House
Galveston, Galveston County, Texas
Charles Fleming
November 1991
Tmdy Hutchings Herolz (Owner)
Houston, Harris County, Texas
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