Landmark Commission

Planning and Development Division
City of Galveston

November 6, 2023

23LC-047 STAFF REPORT

ADDRESS: Public Notice and Comment:
N
1918 3tstSureet Sent Returned In Favor Opposed °
Comment
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 28

Abstract 628, M.B. Menard Survey, Lot 2
Dawson Subdivision, in the City and County
of Galveston, Texas.

Applicant:
Kimberly Graves

Property Owners:
Kimberly Graves

ZONING DISTRICT:
Residential, Single-Family (R-1)

HISTORIC DISTRICT:
None

REQUEST:

Request for designation as a Galveston
Landmark

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approval with Conditions

EXHIBITS:
A — Applicant’s Submittal

STAFF:
Daniel Lunsford
Senior Planner

409-797-3659
dlunsford@galvestontx.gov




Zoning and Land Use

Executive Summary

Analysis

Location Zoning Land Use

Subject Site | Residential, Single Family (R-1) Residential
North Residential, Single Family (R-1) Residential
South Residential, Single Family (R-1) Residential
East Residential, Single Family (R-1) Residential
West Residential, Single Family (R-1) Residential

The applicant is requesting designation of the above referenced address, as a
Galveston Landmark, “Charles and Pauline Eisenfelder Tenant House”.

As per Article 10 of the Land Development Regulations, the following criteria should be

considered during the Landmark Designation review process:

The character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural
characteristics of the City of Galveston, Galveston County, the State of Texas, or the
United States.

Originally from Berlin, Germany, Charles Wilhelm Eisenfelder (1863-1937) immigrated
to Galveston with his mother Louisa at age four. In January of 1887 he married Paulina
Elizabeth Friedrich (1865-1944); she was also from Germany, having arrived in
Galveston in 1883.

Eisenfelder worked as a clerk at Charles Roberts’ corner store at 22nd and Church for
awhile before working for wholesale grain and feed businesses and eventually starting
his own company, C.W. Eisenfelder & Company at 2115 Strand. Eisenfelder’s
company sold feed, grain, and fertilizer to both wholesale and retail customers.

Mr. Eisenfelder also managed the Sand Crabs, Galveston’s local baseball team, and
was president and manager of the Surf Bath House, built in 1909. He was also a
charter member of Live Oak Camp No. 201 of the Woodmen of the World fraternal
organization, among many other ventures.

Properties that are associated importantly with the lives of persons historically
significant in the history of the United States, the State of Texas, or the City of
Galveston.

Among Mr. Eisenfelder’s other ventures was the construction and ownership of
tenant housing. Eisenfelder's home was at 3102 Avenue P 1/2, and he owned three
tenant houses across the street on Lot 14, Northwest Outlot 89. The northern and
southernmost houses are identical, built in 1908. Insurance records from 1915
indicate that at the time the middle house at 1918 31st Street was under construction.

After Charles Eisenfelder’s death in 1937, widow Pauline remained in their home at
3102 Avenue P 1/2 and maintained the rental properties across the street. After her
passing, niece Madeline Friedrich Sanne and husband Viggo inherited all of the
Eisenfelder homes. The Sannes lived in the Eisenfelder home and continued to rent
the three tenant houses until selling them in 1967.




Tenants known to have rented the properties included a salesman, machinist, a
foreman for a cotton exporter, a railroad supervisor, and a photographer.

3. Retention of historic integrity, meaning that the property possesses several, and
usually most, of the following aspects of integrity: location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling or association.

The Charles and Pauline Eisenfelder Tenant House retains a good deal of architectural
integrity. This and its association with Galveston’s history of immigration, local
business owners, and the tradition of tenant rental properties in Galveston’s growth
phase justify inclusion as a city historical landmark.

Financial Incentives for The property is not located in a historic district, and is eligible for the Financial
Historic Properties Incentive for Historic Properties for new Galveston Landmarks.
Other Reviews The Planning Commission will hear this request at the November 7, 2023 meeting.

City Council has the final decision regarding the request for a Landmark Designation.
The request will be heard at the regular meeting of December 14, 2023.

Staff Recommendation Staff recommends approval with the following condition:

Standard Condition:

1. As with all properties containing a Historic Overlay Designation, including
Landmark Designations, exterior alterations to the property will be subject to
review and approval by the Landmark Commission and must conform to the
Design Standards for Historic Properties of Galveston, Texas.

Respectfully Submitted:
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Senior Planner
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