MEMORANDUM

To:	Members of City Council
From:	Donald S. Glywasky, City Attorney
Date:	February 19, 2025
Re:	Recommendation to retain the services of Pete Sapio of the Doyle Law firm for title work in association with the Pelican Island Bridge project

1) This is to request and recommend the City Attorney office retain the services of Pete Sapio of the Doyle Law firm to assist in preparation of various title documents for the Pelican Island Bridge.   That firm is associated with Southland Title as well.

2) I have received the route map from TXDOT on the proposed route.   The proposed route covers different property owners such as Lamson Nguyen, Texas A&M, Port of Houston and the Navigation District.  I am unable to correlate the descriptions with a given property owner.   While our GIS system allows us to get pretty close, close is not sufficient.   When I write an instrument that a given entity is giving us a piece of realty, the City, and TXDOT, need to know that entity actually owns what they are conveying.

3) Mr. Sapio has years of this type of experience having first been associated with Chicago Title and now with the Doyle Law firm with its link to Southland.   

4) I will have Mr. Sapio prepare the proper legal descriptions for me and also search of any heretofore unknown encroachments with the planned route area.  Our focus will initially be on the Pelican Island and its immediate vicinity.   

5) I do not know what the cost of this service will be, so I am estimating it at $30,000.   The reason I selected that figure is my office will request this funding be provided by IDC.  As I am required to present a project budget for IDC, I am choosing that figure as a hedge.   Given the replacement bridge is definitely an economic development project, I think it fall within IDC guidelines.

6) Therefore I request Council grant authority for the City Attorney to sign a letter of engagement with Pete Sapio of the Doyle law firm to provide these services with the dollar limit set out herein. 
