Landmark Commission
Planning and Development Division
City of Galveston
March 4, 2019

19LC-011
ADDRESS:
3419 Avenue L

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:
Property is legally described as Lot 3 and the
Eastern Portion of Lot 2 and the Western
Portion of Lot 4 and the North Half of
Adjacent Alley, Block 34, in the City and
County of Galveston, Texas

STAFF REPORT

Public Notice and Comment:
Sent
26

Returned

In Favor

Opposed

No
Comment

APPLICANT/REPRESENTATIVE:
Lee and Mary Branum
PROPERTY OWNER:
Lee and Mary Branum
ZONING DISTRICT:
Urban Neighborhood (UN)
HISTORIC DISTRICT:
n/a
REQUEST:
Request for designation as a Galveston
Landmark
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approval with Conditions
EXHIBITS:
A – Applicant’s Submittal
STAFF:
Catherine Gorman, AICP
Historic Preservation Officer
409-797-3665
cgorman@galvestonTX.gov
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Zoning and Land Use

Location
Subject
Site
North
South
East
West

Zoning
Urban Neighborhood (UN)

Land Use
Residential

Urban Neighborhood (UN)
Urban Neighborhood (UN)
Urban Neighborhood (UN)
Urban Neighborhood (UN)

Residential
Residential
Residential
Residential

Executive Summary

The applicants are requesting designation of the above referenced address, as a
Galveston Landmark.

Analysis

As per Article 10 of the Land Development Regulations, the following criteria should be
considered during the Landmark Designation review process:
1. The character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural
characteristics of the City of Galveston, Galveston County, the State of Texas, or the
United States.
Poole-Parker House was constructed in 1867 by William G. Boepple on land
purchased from Valentine Poole, a local cattle dealer who become the owner again
in 1872. The house is a Gulf Coast cottage with a transom-topped, side-lit door,
framed by a Greek revival architrave. The house was first restored in 1935 by the
Parkers, who were long-time owners. Although, typically, a Galveston Landmark is
named for the first owner, in this case the house has been designated under the
Poole-Parker name since 1980. In order to eliminate confusion, Staff is proposing
to retain the Poole-Parker name.
2. Recognition as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark, National Historic Landmark, or
entered into the National Register of Historic Places.
The Poole-Parker House was designated as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in
1980.
3. Association with the lives of people significant in the city, region, state or national
past.
Notable former owners and /or residents include:
•
•

John Parker – descendent of Quanah Parker, the last chief of the Quahada
Comanche Indians and son of Peta Nocona and Cynthia Ann Parker.
Lee Branum – descendent of William Gates, an Old Three Hundred colonist

4. Representative of an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood,
community, or city.
The Poole-Parker House has been an established visual feature of the community
since its construction in 1867. The house was featured on the Galveston Historical
Foundation’s first Home Tour in 1975.
5. Retention of historic integrity, meaning that the property possesses several, and
usually most, of the following aspects of integrity: location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling or association.
2

The Poole-Parker House retains its historic integrity and retains its original location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.
Financial Incentives for
Historic Properties

The property is eligible for the Financial Incentive for Historic Properties for new
Galveston Landmarks.

Other Reviews

The Planning Commission will hear this request at the March 5, 2019 meeting. City Council
has the final decision regarding the request for a Landmark Designation. The request will
be heard at the regular meeting of March 28, 2019.

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends approval with the following condition:
Standard Condition:
1. As with all properties containing a Historic Overlay Designation, including
Landmark Designations, exterior alterations to the property will be subject to
review and approval by the Landmark Commission and must conform to the
Design Standards for Historic Properties of Galveston, Texas.

Respectfully Submitted:
__________________________________________________
Catherine Gorman, AICP, Assistant Director/HPO

February 25, 2019
_________________________
Date
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January 31 , 2019
Planning & Development Division
823 Rosenberg Ave, 4111 Floor
Galveston, Tx 77550
RE: Landmark Designation Poole-Parker House
To Whom It May Concern:
We, Lee and Mary Branum, are requesting approval for Landmark Designation at our
residence located at 3419 Ave L, Galveston, Tx. 77550.
A chain of Title from Stewart Title Company is enclosed. We also have in our
possession, copies of all titles dating from the Galveston City Company sale to Valentine
Poole on December 20, 1866 to our purchase in September 2004.
The residence is a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - See documents dated 7/22/80
enclosed
The construction date is 1867.
Enclosed please find:
Photographs of subject property, Past and present
Statement of Historical and Cultural significance submitted to Texas Historical
Commission in 1980 by prior owner, Mrs. John Parker
Statement of Architectural significance: Galveston Architectural Guidebook, The
Material Culture of German Texans and Galveston Historical Foundation Homes Tour
Guidebook 2014
S1te plan
Survey
0

'

Significant Ownership in addition to the above:
John Parker - descendant of Quanah Parker- See Obituary
Lee Branum - Descendent of William Gates of Old Three Hundred - See Attached
;;;;;!o~ard to receiving a positive response to our request.

Lee and Mary Branum
3419 Ave L
Galveston, Texas 77550
281-433-2945
mbranum 1@hotmail.com

.

----

~,.

Texas Historical Commission Staff (D KU ), 7/22/80
Official Texas Historical Building Marker without post for
attachment to wood
Galveston County (Order #5561)
Location: 3419 Avenue L, Galveston
POOLE-PARKER HOUSE*
THIS GREEK REVIVAL COTTAGE WAS
BUILT IN THE 1860s BY W.G.BOEPPLE
ON LAND HE BOUGHT FROM VALENTINE
POOLE,A LOCAL CATTLE DEALER WHO
AGAIN BECAME THE OWNER IN 1872e
IN 1886 THE HOME WAS SOLD TO THE
ESTATE OF"GALVESTON NEWS "EDITOR
WILLARD B.RICHARDSON.LATER HIS
DAUGHTER CAROLINE MANAGED THE
PROPERTYeSHE WAS THE WIFE OF DR.
H.P.COOKE,CITY HEALTH OFFICER AND
DEAN OF THE STATE MEDICAL BRANCH
HERE.IN 1935 THE.HOUSE WAS SOLD TO
JOHN A.AND EMMA JEANNE PARKER•**
RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK - 1980***
*1/2 inch lettering
**3/8 inch lettering
***1/4 inch lettering
ill:;I ;J{01rED

~l"'Uot · r; :.:atl.:n~

.

~~~?~

Jl(
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/

-Parker C:tta•Je
3419 Avenue L
Galveston, Texas

Hou...s.e.

Cou nty Deed records indicate that this house was built in 1867,

68, 6r 69. by Mr.· William G. Boepple.
. . property and 1mprovements.
.
ment1ons

This is the first time a deed
T h e d eed f rom M. W. Young to

1

William . G. Boepple shows a consideration of $ 1,800.00 2 and from the
estate of William G. Boepple to . Imogene Norwood a consideration of

$ 4,750.00 and it. is assumed that the increase was for the improvements.
The structure and grounds are presently in excellent condition.
The owners, Mr . and Mrs. John A. Parke~ have occupied the house
3
since 1935,
and have endeavored to retain the original architecture
and appearance which has made a major contributi;n to the neighbo~
hood.
It has been on two home tours; the Trinity Episcopal Church
Ll
.
.
Ch r1stmas tour 1n 1951. and the Galveston Historical Foundation's
5
Historic Homes Tour in 1975.
It is a handsome,well-proportioned Classical

R~ival

Cottage.

The single door has an oblong light and side lights, and the windows
are framed with simple pedimented lintels. The simple carved detail
on the three dormer windows is unusual in Galveston houses.
The present owners first. heard of this cottage thru Donald
Barthelme, a native Galv est onian and Houston architect.

He had

planned to purchase and modernize the home for his own use, but his
plans were chan ged when he moved to Houston. He offered these plans
to the Parker's but they preferred to renovate it to its approximate
original beauty.

It had be e n thru many hands and lived in by many

families and had been seriously negl e cted in upkeep.
A compet e nt contractor, Mr. J. R . Holden , was hired to renovate
the hous e .
with sound

He found it termite free , of sturdy construction and
1~

wide heart pine board flooring throughout, a good roof,

but much repair to be considered. The inside walls throughout were
lathe and plaster and som e in such poor condition that they had to
be replac e d.

Th e house had four 14'

by 14'

ing a fireplace with a c e nter hall 9'

lower rooms, each boast-

by 28 ' with outside doors at

each end and rai led .porches front and back .

..

The upper . floor had two

rooms running the length of the house separated by a main hall. The
rooms were 14' by 28'

each, with double dormer windows to the south,

small dormer windows to the north and large sid e windows. The entire
house has comp lete cross ventilation.

Attached to the t1ouse on the

•

I

L.4'j-

,._

Parke r Cottage
Galveston, Texas
lower floor to the west side was a summer kitchen and servants quarters.

These were in such bad repair that they were eliminated . Also,

the fireplaces had to be removed as the chimneys from them went
straight up from the lower floors through the middle of the upper
rooms.

A bath wa s installed upstairs between the two rooms that were

made into bedroom s .

The partition between the two rooms downstairs

on the east side of the'house was removed making one large living
room. The two remaining rooms were made into a dining room and a
kitchen.

Large closets were made by dropping the walls in the dormer

sections in the upper floors.

Cabinets were installed in the kitchen

and a corner cabinet was made in the dining room.

The newel

post

and hand rails are of solid cedar and were handhewn on the property.
~lso , the outdoor shu tters which cover all windo~s were handmade. 7
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Thffe were gas fixtures used for lighting and these · were replaced by
electr i c al ones made of solid brass.

All the cross joists are 12"

by 12" oak mortised and glued into abutting joists and secured with
square nails.

ThE doors are solid pine with panelling and decorative

molding and have ch ina nobs, some white and some black.

The windows

are doubl e sash with 12 panes and those panes that have not been replaced a re
by 24' ,

h ~nd

s cre e ~ ed

blown .

The owners added a back porch which is 14'

wi th two ceiling fans and green dyed cement floor.

In 1860 Mr . Valentine B. Poole
~artnership

mo~ed

t o Galveston.

He formed a

with Mr . Sam Allen and under the name of Allen-Poole &

Company , operated a place of business on the Strand. The city director y stated that they were butchers,however, Mrs. James L. Allen,
granddaught e r of Va l en tine B . Poole, noted that they were cattle
8
dealers and dealers in cattle hides.
The butcher business was probably a part of the business~
In 18 66 Mr. Poole purchased the entire Block 34 from the Gal9
veston Cit y Company.
Shortly th ereaf ter he built a home for himself
10
on a lot 75' by 130' on the Northwes t corner of this Block.
About
1900 the cotta ge he built was moved to the rear of the lot and a two
story frame house was built in it s place.

He or his descendents

liv ed there until 1959 at which time the property was sold.
granddaughter, Mrs. -James L. Allen

i~

His

still living in Galveston and

was the source of much information for this report.
In June 1866, Mr . Poole sold the lot directly to the East of his
home to Mr . M. W. Young 11 for a consideration of $ 1,800.00 and this
..,.

I

I
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Parker Cottage
Galveston, Texas
is the lot where the Parker Cottage is located. This lot is 68' 10"
by 130' facing on Avenue L.
In May 1867 the property was deeded to Mr. William G. Boepple for
12
$ l,80b.oo.
It is assumed that Mr. Boepple built this house for his
use or as an investment and during this period of his ownership, Mr.
Boepple died.
In November , 1867 the Administrator of the Estate of

w.

G. Boepple,

neceased, sold the property and improvements to Mrs. Imogene A. -Norwood and husband, Oscar A Norwood, for a consideration of $ 4,750.00.

13

The Galveston City Directories of 1870,'71 and '72 indicates that the
occupant of 3419 Avenue L as 0. Norwood, attorney.
time that the owner and occupant are the same.

~R

This is the first
Februaiy 1872, Mr.

and Mrs. Norwood sold the property to Mr. A. M. Hobby for $ 4,000.00.
Mr. Hobby was a Commission Merchant and President of the Galveston
15
Chamber of Commerce.
In May 1872, Mr . Hobby sold the property back to its original
16
owner, Mr. Valentine B. Poole for $ 4,200.00.
In April 1873, Mr. Poole deeded the property to Gulf Loan and
17
Homestrod Compan y f or $ 3,000.00.
The loan company retained title
to this propert y fo r thirteen years. The reason for the property
being sold to a loan institution is unclear.

Interviews with Mis3

Antoinette Leroux and Mr. Herman Kleinecke, across the street neighbors, indicate that the company could possibly have bought and sold
the property as an income investment. Although, Mr. Poole could have
suffered some financial problems and therefore had to sell to a loan
company.
During the period from 1873 through 1885 the occupant of the
house was F. Ward, a bookkeeper for W. A. Dunklin & Co;, ·according
to the Galveston City

Directorie~

1873 through 1885.

In May 1886 the property was transferred from the Savings and
and Loan Company to

Mrs~

L . . B.
18

Richardson~

.Executtix of the

~stat~

of Willard B. Richardson.
Will-~ Richardson was born in Massachusetts in 1802 and came
toT

~as

in 1837 and to Galveston

in 1843.

In 1843 be became editor

of the Galveston News and later partner and finally proprieter.
Under his direction the News became one of the most prominent newspapers in the South.

He was active in civic affairs and served as
19
mayor of Galveston in 1853.
He died in 1875. He was survived by

14

Parker cottage
Galvesotn, Texas
hi~

wife, Louisa B. Richardson and . one daughter Caroline or

"Carri~'.

His wife Louisa B. Richardson was named executrix of his estate and
on her death the estate passed to their daughter, Mrs. H. P. Cooke.
Dr. H. P. Cooke carne to Galveston in 1883 as a member of the
Marine Health Service. Later he established a private practice, he
became Health Officer for the city and was one of the original members
of the staf f and later Dean of the State Medical Branch. He . rnarried
Caroline Richardson and to this union was born Dr. Willard Cooke, a
20
prominent physician and teacher at the medical branch.
The Parkcr Cottage was acquired by the Willard Richardson estate
in 1886 probably as an investment since it was occupied by tenants
until its purchase in 1935 by the present owners, Mr.
Parker.
estate

Also ,
~r e

and Mrs. Jphn

numerous other transactions fai the Richardson

r e c orded in the Galveston County Clerk's deed books.

Occu p ants fo r this house as recorded in the Galveston City
Directories not

~reviously

mentioned were as follows:

1886-88 Not known.
1888-92 Geor ge S . Sy kes, M.D . He was a prominent physician and surgeon . :1is s on, Clarence Sykes, M.D., became an outstanding
E3r , E}~ , ~ ose & Throat specialist.
Dr. Clarence Sykes was
~ 000 c ~ ~ ~iend of the present owners and he often recounted
c~il u~ood ev ents to them.
1893- 95

~ot

kn o ~ n .

1896-97 i·lillium C . Parker . Mr. Parker was a clerk at the Galveston
Hominy ~ii lls located at 1128 Avenue A.
1 898 - 99 Not known.
1900-05 Diucvid ~ ~- Wilson .
Mr. Wilson was a partner in the firm of
D. i·l. \•i ilson & Co., a · lumber and building materials plant
located at 3428 Avenue M.
1906- 0 7 Not known.
1908-ll Charles H. Hamelin, Miss Claire F. Hamelin and Eloise A.
Hamelin .
Mr. Hamelin was a clerk. Miss Claire Hamelin was
a sulcs lady for Garbade, Eiband & Co.
Eloise Hamelin was a
sales lady for N. Salzmann.
1911-12 John F . Pendergraft .
He was a cotton seed miller for New
Orleans Export Co.
His son ,Tom, was manager of the Jean
La Fitte Hotel for several years and later became a senior
executive for a hotel chain in Dallas before his death in
1978.

..

1913

Not known.

1914

John J . Golden . He was a screwman(longshoreman) .

19].4-21 Martin Heine. He was a labor e r.

1922

.

Not: known .
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1923-25 Walter P. Gunn, Walter J. - Elliott, Bedford F. Snellgove
and Silas D. Freeman. Mr. Gunn was a carpenter, Mr. Elliott
was a brakeman, Mr. Snellgove was an insurance agent for
Texas Prudential and Mr. Freeman was a fireman.
1926-2~

J. Robert Moore.

Mr. Moore was a watchman.

1928-33 J. Robert Moore, Edward R. Pohl and Arthur ~- Wegner.
Mr. Pohl was a cashier for the Interurban Export and Bag
Lines. He was active in civic affairs. Mr. Wegner was a clerk.
1934-35 Vacant.
1935

John A. and Emma Jeanne Parker.
Mrs. Parker is a member of
prominent Galveston family(Chaussys). She was Executive Secretary for the Galveston Rotary Club for 14 years. Mr. Parker
came to Galveston in 1929. He is a retired insurance executive.
He has been active in numerous community affairs. ·One of his
most outstanding achievements was the e&tablishment of the
Texas Maritime Academy in Galveston in ~ooperation with the
Texas A & M University. He an~ 1 Admiral Sherman Wetmore were
co-chairmen for this project.
In March 1944 the contract of sale having been compiled with,

the property was deeded~ Dr. Cooke to the Parkers}2

In August 1965,

an additional 2'7" on the west side was deeded to the Parkers by
Mr. and Mrs . Lawrence Puccetti, Jr. to settle a boundary dispute.

23

This Classical Revival Cottage is typical of the many homes
built in Galveston in the late 19th c entury .

At the time the Parker's

purchased this cottage, plans were being made to either demolish
the house or convert it to an apartmffit complex,

c6nse~eenti~lly

Park~r~~

~nd

showed a lot of foresight in renovating

s~ving

the

this

home.
Th e impact of the numerous prominent people to Galveston and
the State of Taas who have either owned and/or resided -here, substantiat e the commerating

JJJ·-&~- P- J
Researched and written by
Mr. John A. Parker
3419 Ave. L
Galveston, Tex as 77550.
JP;mfb

of this cottage for an historical marker.
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STEWART TITLE COMPANY
CHAIN OF TITLE TO

JOHN A. PARKER & WIFE, Ehl.J.. JEANNE PARKER ~:- 3417-19 AVENUE L, GALV&TON,. TAXA.lt • .
E 13ft 4in ef 2 all ef 3 & W 12ft 2in •f 4 & lOft of alley Adj 3419 Avel 1 .!SLK 34
GRANTOR

DATE
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REJ
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1866
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Deed
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By the authority vested in it by the Legislature of the
State of Texas, the Texas Historical Commission
hereby designates

POOlE-PARKER HOUSE
Galveston

Galveston

county of
of the city of
as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark and duly
certifies that said structure is worthy of preservation
because of its outstanding contribution to the
heritage of Texas.

Governor of Texas

~

Chairman, Texas Historical Com

I

li!
I

Records indicate that this house was built in
1866. It is a very ha.ndsome, well-proportioned
Classical Revival Cottage. There is an inset
gallery across the front with square columns.
The single door has an oblong light and side
lights, and the windows are framed with
simple pedimented lintels. There are lintels
across the porch cornice. The simple carved
detail on the three dormer windows is unusual
in Galveston houses.
When the house was purchased by the
present owners in 1935, there had been several
previous owners and the upkeep had been
badly neglected. However, the structure was
sturdy with sound P/z" heart pine wide board
flooring and a good roof. Some of the lath and
plaster walls were in such poor condition that
they had to be eliminated.
The house originally had four 14' by 14'
lower rooms, each with a fireplace, and a
central hall which was 9' by 28' with outside
doors at each end and railed porches front and
back.
The upper floors had two rooms running the
length of the house 14' by 28' each with dormer
windows north and south and large side
windows-the entire house has complete cross
ventilation. There is also an up~e.r hall.
All cross joists are 12" by 12 oak mortised

THE VALENTINE B.
POOLE HOUSE
3419 AVENUE L
PHOTOGRAPHER-ROBERT MIHOVIL

and glued into abutting joists and secured by
square nails. The doors are solid pine with
paneling and decorative molding and some
have china door knobs; some white and some
black. The windows are double sash with 12
panes. Those panes which have not had to be
replaced are hand blown glass. Note the handplaned cedar handrail on the stairs.
To adapt the house to better use for
themselves, the owners made some changes.
The fireplaces had to be taken out as the
chimneys went straight up from the lower
floors through the middle of the upper floors.
The partition between the two rooms
downstairs on the east side was removed
making one large living room. The two
remaining rooms were made into a dinin~ room
and kitchen. Cabinets were installed m the
kitchen and a corner cabinet was made in the
dining room.
On the upper level, a bath was added
between the two rooms that are used as
bedrooms. Large closets were made by
dropping the walls in the dormer sections.
In back of the house, a summer kitchen and
servants quarters had to be removed because
of the poor condition. The owners added a back
porch which is 14' by 24'; screened with two
ceiling fans and a brick patio.
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3426 Avenue L

E-37

characteristic Galveston ian row, pun ctuating the street
frontage with the rhythm of their column-lined porches.

1873

This three-bay-wide cottage, faced with a three-bay porch
with bracketed eaves, and capped by a low hipped roof. was
where Galveston architect C harles W Bulger and his fam ily
lived at the turn of the 20th cenmry, before he moved his
practice to Dallas. N . ]. Clayton and his family lived
diagonally across the street in a three-bay Southern town
house at 1205 35th Street from 1892 unci! Mrs. C layton's
death in 1944. Clayton's house, built by General T homas
N . Waul, no longer exists. Bulger's ho use had been built by
William C. Dibbrell.

3327 Avenue L

E-40

1893

Builc for Arth ur A. Dietzel, an employee of the Galveston
Coffee & Sp ice Company, this is a late and simplified
version of the lcalianate villa style. Behind the Dietzel
House, at 1212 and 1214 34th Street is a pair of raised
tenant cottages built by Dietzel in 1892. They form a
complex typi cal of middle-class Galveston neighborhoods of
the late 19th century: the "big" houses faced the alphabetical
/0 ./~

avenu es, while behind, facing the side meet or the alley, were

rental cottages for families of more modest means.

transom-topped, side-lit door framed by a Greek Revival
architrave, this house is thought to have been buil t by
William G . Boepple. It was restored in 1935 by longtim e
owners, wh o bought the house at the urging of architect
Donald Barchelme. Barrhclme had intended to buy the
house himself, bm decided that profess ional oppo rtunities

3410 Avenu

1875

Anthony Brock, a Galveston business man, built this
handsome cottage, faced with a th ree-bay-wide veranda.
Mrs. Annie L. King seems to have builr rhe gable-from ed

3301 Avenue L

cottages at 3406 Avenue L and 3402 Avenue L ( 1883),

1892

which were rented as tenant houses. Together, these form a

uke the Dierzel H ouse at rhe west end of the block, this
for the produce commission merchant John Hagemann
built well after the peak in popularity of the lralianare
villa-style. Irs conservatism allows it to pay respect to the
neighborhood context with planar walls, low-pitched hi
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Ftc . 3.6. Edward and Mathilde H

Round Top, c. 1856. Formerly part
Square, Texas Pioneer Arts Founc
Top. Floor plan by Hans W. Ross,
Historic American Buildings Sur·
24'-6 11

they decided to build a new dwelling: a four-room frame house with its
porch underneath the main roof (Fig. 3.7). The arrangement of two larger
front rooms and smaller back rooms, separated by a dogtrot with a staircase, reflected Anglo-Texan ways of building. Also suggesting acceptance of
Anglo-Texan ways was the stone chimney on the parlor side of the house.
The old two-room log house probably continued in service as a free-standing
kitchen. The Theiss house, built around 1870 at Rose Hill, near present-day
Tomball in northwest Harris County, also used a dogtrot and an inset front
porch. The dogtrot provided access to two rooms on each side; the front
porch led to the kitchen and a small pantry on the right side_IZ
Other Germans in Galveston and Houston chose to build dwellings with
inset porches, typical of Gulf Coast Creole houses, sometimes blended
with the Anglo-Texan central passage plan. In Galveston Wilhelm G. Boep-
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