[bookmark: _GoBack]ORDINANCE NO. 20- __________

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON, TEXAS, AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON, AS AMENDED, CHAPTER 35, “VEHICLES FOR HIRE”, TO AMEND, UPDATE REGULATIONS, STANDARDS, AND DEFINITIONS; ALLOW FOR REGULATION BY THE CITY MARSHAL’S OFFICE, TO MAKE CLARIFICATIONS, RENAME, RENUMBER AND REARRANGE THE CHAPTER AS APPLICABLE; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES AS APPLICABLE; MAKING VARIOUS FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
_________________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, the Galveston City Council seeks to promote the public health, safety, morals and general welfare of the municipality and the safe, orderly, and healthful development of the municipality; and, 

WHEREAS, staff has reviewed various Chapters of the City Code.  Staff has made recommendations in order to update rules, regulations, standards and procedures and make clarifications, and modifications, as applicable to the Chapter in furtherance of promoting the public health, safety, morals and general welfare of the municipality and the safe, orderly, and healthful development of the municipality; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Council deems it in the public’s interest to amend Chapter 35, “Vehicles For Hire”, of “The Code of The City of Galveston 1982, as amended,” as provided below.  

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON, TEXAS:

	SECTION 1.  The findings and recitations set out in the preamble to this Ordinance are found to be true and correct and they are hereby adopted by the City Council and made a part hereof for all purposes.

	SECTION 2.  Chapter 35, “Vehicles For Hire”, of “The Code of The City of Galveston 1982, as amended,” is amended to provide as follows:   

Article I. – Ground Transportation Services Taxicabs, Limousines, Buses, Shuttles, Pedicabs, And Horse Drawn Carriages 

2
Chapter 35- Vehicles for Hire
Marshal Designation
Division 1. - General Provisions
 

Sec. 35-1. - Statement of policy. 

[bookmark: _Hlk29908700]It is the policy of the city to provide for and to promote adequate and efficient ground transportation services, including but not limited to; taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, pedicab, and horse drawn carriage services in the city. 
[bookmark: _Hlk29972269]To this end, this This chapter provides for the regulation of ground transportation, as defined herein, taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, pedicab, and horse drawn carriage rates and services, to be carried out in a manner that protects the public health and safety, promotes the public convenience and necessity, and respects the concept of free enterprise. 

Sec. 35-2. - General authority and duty of director. 
The city manager and his or her designee delegates who include a director and a taxicab inspector shall enforce the provisions of this chapter. The director shall implement and enforce this chapter as he determines necessary to discharge his duty under, or to effect the policy of this chapter. 
Sec. 35-3. - Exclusions. 
This chapter does not apply to: 
(1)  The transportation of a person by ground transportation taxicab, limousine, bus, or shuttle licensed or permitted by another governmental entity from a point outside the city to a destination inside the city, if the ground transportation taxicab, limousine, or shuttle leaves the city without receiving a passenger inside the city; 
(2)  Ground Transportation A taxicab, limousine, bus or shuttle service operated under state or federal authority unless the service is subject to the city's regulatory authority; 
(3)  A motor vehicle used to transport persons for hire that is regulated by other city ordinance; 
(4)  A vehicle operated by a funeral home in the performance of funeral services; 
(5)  A vehicle provided by an employer or employee association for use in transporting employees between employees' homes and the employer's place of business or between workstations, with the employees reimbursing the employer or employee association in an amount calculated only to offset the reasonable expenses of operating the vehicle; 
(6)  A vehicle owned and operated by the federal or state government, by a political subdivision of the state, or by a person under contract with the city for operation of the vehicle; 
(7)  A vehicle used in a carpool to transport the person and others on a prearranged basis between their homes and places of employment or places of common destination, if only a fee calculated to reasonably cover expenses is charged; 
(8)  A vehicle transporting children to or from school if only a fee calculated to reasonably cover expenses is charged; or 
(9)  A vehicle owned by a nonprofit organization and carrying only passengers associated with that organization, if no compensation is received from any other person for carrying the passengers. 
(10)  The prearranged transportation of persons by ground transportation limousine, bus, or shuttle licensed or permitted by another governmental entity from a point outside of the city limits to the Port of Galveston Cruise Ship Terminals and/or departing said cruise ship terminals to a drop-off point outside the city limits. 
(11)  The provisions of this chapter regarding pedicabs shall not apply to bicycle rentals or bicycle tours in which the customer pedals the bicycle on which he or she rides and are not, therefore, chauffeured by another person. 

Sec. 35-4. - Definitions.
***
City chauffeur's license permit means a license permit issued to an individual by the director authorizing that individual to drive or operate a ground transportation taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, pedicab, or horse drawn carriage vehicle for hire in the city. 
Department means the City Marshal’s Office or department as designated by the city manager to enforce and administer this chapter. 
Department means the city police department, as designated by the city manager to enforce and administer this chapter
Director means the chief of police City Marshal as the director of the department designated by the city manager to enforce and administer this chapter and includes representatives, agents, or department employees designated by the director. 
Ground transportation herein refers to taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, pedicab, and horse drawn carriage services.
Lawful order means a verbal or written directive issued by the city manager, or designee the director, or his representatives, to include city police department officers, City Marshal Deputies, or the taxicab ground transportation inspector in the performance of official duties in the enforcement of this chapter and any rules and regulations promulgated under this chapter. 
***
Shuttle means a van-type motor vehicle that shall not have a taximeter, that has a manufacturer's rated seating capacity of not less than seven (7) passengers and not more than fifteen (15) passengers and is used for the transportation of persons from a location in the city to another location either inside or outside the city.  
(i) The shuttle service MUST be prearranged.
Taxicab means a chauffeured motor vehicle, but not including limousines, that is equipped with a taximeter, and that has a rated passenger capacity of eight (8) or less, used for the transportation of passengers for hire over the public streets of the city that typically operates on irregular routes, irregular schedules, and a call-and-demand basis, and irrespective of whether or not the operations extend beyond the city limits, at rates for distance traveled, or for waiting time, or for both, or at rates per hour, per day, per week, or per month and such vehicle is routed under the direction of the passenger hiring the same. The term does not include vehicles operated exclusively under any special contract carrying to or from any municipal airport to any point within the city, or through any part of the city. 
Taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab service herein is ground transportation service and means a passenger transportation service operated for hire that uses any one (1) or more of the following vehicle types: taxicabs, limousines, buses, shuttles, or pedicabs in the operation of the service and includes (but is not limited to) a facility from which the service is operated; taxicabs, limousines, buses, shuttles, or pedicabs used in the operation; and a person who owns, controls, or operates the service. 
***

DIVISION 3. - CITY CHAUFFEUR'S LICENSE PERMIT 
[bookmark: _Hlk29910145]Sec. 35-31. - City chauffeur's license permit required. 
[bookmark: _Hlk29986573](a)  A person may not drive or operate a ground transportation service taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, pedicab, or horse drawn carriage inside the city pursuant to this chapter without a valid city chauffeur's license permit issued to the person under this article. 
(b)  A ground transportation taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle service, pedicab, or horse drawn carriage holder or owner shall not employ or contract with a driver or otherwise allow a person to drive for hire ground transportation a taxicab, limousine, bus shuttle, pedicab, or horse drawn carriage owned, controlled, or operated by the holder or owner unless the person has a valid city chauffeur's license permit issued under this article. 

Sec. 35-32. - Qualification for city chauffeur's license permit. 
(a)  To qualify for a city chauffeur's license permit, an applicant shall: 
(1)  Be at least eighteen (18) years of age; 
(2)  Be currently authorized to work full-time in the United States; 
(3)  Hold a valid driver's license issued by the state; 
***

Sec. 35-33. - Investigation of application. 
(a)  For the purpose of determining qualification under subsection 35-32(a)(5), the director shall require an applicant for an original city chauffeur's license permit to submit to a physical examination at applicant's expense conducted by a licensed physician and to furnish to the director a statement from the physician which certifies that the physician has examined the applicant and that in the physician's professional opinion the applicant is qualified under subsection 35-32(a)(5). A city chauffeur's license permit may be renewed upon application without the applicant being required to submit to a physical examination unless the director requires that the applicant for renewal submit to a physical examination at the applicant's expense and to furnish to the director a statement from the physician as described above. 
(b)  Upon request of the director, the police department City Marshal’s Office shall investigate each applicant and furnish the director a report concerning applicant's qualification under subsection 35-32(a)(8). The municipal court shall furnish the director a copy of the applicant's motor vehicle driving record and a list of any warrants of arrest for the applicant that might be outstanding. 
(c)  The director may conduct such other investigations, as he considers necessary to determine whether an applicant for a city chauffeur's license permit is qualified. 

Sec. 35-34. - Issuance and denial. 
(a)  If the director determines that an applicant is qualified, the director shall issue a license permit to the applicant. 
(b)  The director shall delay until final adjudication the approval of the application of any applicant who is under indictment for or has charges pending for: 
(1)  Any offense listed in subsection 35-32(a)(8)a., or criminal attempt to commit any of those; or 
(2)  Any offense involving driving while intoxicated. 
(c)  The director may deny the application for a city chauffeur's license permit if the applicant: 
(1)  Is not qualified under section 35-32; 
(2)  Refuses to submit to or does not pass a medical or written examination authorized under section 35-34; 
(3)  Makes a false statement of a material fact in his application for a city chauffeur's license permit. 
(d)  If the director determines that a license permit should be denied the applicant, the director shall notify the applicant in writing that his application is denied and include in the notice the reason for denial and a statement informing the applicant of his right of appeal in accordance with section 35-41 of this chapter. 
Sec. 35-35. - Expiration or renewal of city chauffeur's license permit voidance upon suspension or revocation of state driver's license. 
(a)  A city chauffeur's license permit expires one (1) year from the date of issuance. 
(b)  A city chauffeur's license permit may be renewed upon application and qualification pursuant to sections 35-32 and 35-33 of this chapter. 
(c)  If a license’s permittee’s state driver's license is suspended or revoked by the state, his city chauffeur's license permit automatically becomes void. A Permittee licensee shall notify the director and the holder for whom he drives within three (3) days of a suspension or revocation of his driver's license by the state and shall immediately surrender his city chauffeur's license permit to the director. 
Sec. 35-36. - Identification card requirements for vehicle for hire drivers. 
(a) After the City Marshal chief of police has verified an applicant's fingerprints and after the director has authorized issuance of a city chauffeur's license permit, the city shall issue two (2) identification cards. 
(b) One (1) card shall be at least one and three-fourths (1¾) inches by two (2) inches in dimension and shall contain the facial view photograph of the applicant which shall be worn fully visible to the public. The larger card shall be displayed in a place conspicuous to passengers inside the vehicle for hire at all times and shall include the following statement: 
TO THE PASSENGER OF THIS VEHICLE FOR HIRE: 
If the description of the driver of this vehicle does not conform to the photograph hereon, please leave the cab and notify the City Marshal’s Office Galveston Police Department immediately, giving the number of vehicle for hire and the name of the vehicle for hire company. 
(c)  The driver shall conspicuously display a city chauffeur's license permit (1) identification card on the clothing of the driver's upper body when operating a vehicle for hire. 
(d)  A person desiring the issuance or renewal of taxicab identification cards shall pay an annual fee of ten dollars ($10.00) twenty-five dollars ($25.00) to the city. 

Sec. 35-37. - Duplicate license permit. 

If a city chauffeur's license permit is lost or destroyed, the director shall issue the permittee licensee a duplicate license permit upon payment to the city of a duplicate license permit fee of ten dollars ($10.00) twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 
Sec. 35-38. - Display of license permit. 
A ground transportation taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab driver shall allow the director, his delegated representative, or a peace officer to examine the driver's city chauffeur's license permit upon request. 

Sec. 35-39. - Suspension by designated representative. 
(a)  If a representative designated by the director to enforce this chapter determines that a licensee permittee has failed to comply with this chapter (except section 35-32) or a regulation established under this chapter, the representative may suspend the ground transportation taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, pedicab, or horse drawn carriage driver's license for a period of time not to exceed three (3) days by personally serving the licensee permittee with a written notice of the suspension. The written notice must include the reason for suspension, the date the suspension begins, the duration of the suspension, and a statement informing the licensee permittee of his right of appeal in accordance with subsections (b) and (c). 
(b)  A suspension under this section may be appealed to the director or his assistant if the licensee permittee requests an appeal at the time the representative serves notice of suspension. When appeal is requested, the suspension may not take effect until the director or his assistant provides a hearing. 
(c)  The director may order an expedited hearing under this section, to be held as soon as possible after the licensee permittee requests an appeal. The director may affirm, reverse, or modify the order of the representative. The decision of the director is final. 

Sec. 35-40. - Suspension and revocation of chauffer's license permit. 
(a)  If the director determines that a licensee permittee has failed to comply with this chapter (except section 35-32) or a regulation established under this chapter, the director may suspend the driver's city chauffeur's license permit for a definite period of time not to exceed sixty (60) days. 
(b)  If at any time the director determines that a licensee permittee is not qualified under section 35-32, or is under indictment or has charges pending for any offense involving driving while intoxicated or any offense involving a crime described in section 35-32(a)(8)a. or criminal attempt to commit any of those offenses, the director shall suspend the city chauffeur's license permit until such time as the director determines that the licensee permittee is qualified or that the charges against the licensee permittee have been finally adjudicated. 
(c)  A licensee permittee whose city chauffeur's license permit is suspended shall not drive a ground transportation vehicle, taxi cab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab inside the city during the period of suspension. 
(d)  The director shall notify the licensee permittee and the holder in writing of a suspension under this section and include in the notice the reason for the suspension; the date the director orders the suspension to begin, the duration of suspension or if it is under subsection (b), and a statement informing the licensee permittee of a right of appeal. The period of suspension begins on the date specified by the director or, in the case of an appeal, on the date ordered by the appeal hearing officer. 
(e)  The director may revoke a city chauffeur's license permit if the director determines that the licensee permittee: 
(1)  Operated a ground transportation vehicle taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, pedicab, or horse drawn carriage inside the city a period in which the city chauffeur's license permit was suspended; 
(2)  Made a false statement of a material fact in an application for a city chauffeur's license permit; 
(3)  Engaged in conduct that constitutes a ground for suspension under subsection (a), and received either a suspension in excess of three (3) days or a conviction for violation of this chapter, two (2) times within the 12-month period preceding the occurrence of the conduct or three (3) times within the 24-month period preceding the occurrence of the conduct; 
(4)  Engaged in conduct that could reasonably be determined to be detrimental to the public safety; 
(5)  Used, possessed, or was under the influence of any form of alcoholic beverage or narcotic, or drug while on duty as a driver of a vehicle for hire, whether or not such drug or narcotic is defined as a dangerous drug or as a controlled substance under state or federal law; 
(6)  Was convicted of any felony offense while holding a city chauffeur's license permit. 
(f)  A person whose city chauffeur's license permit is revoked shall not: 
(1)  Apply for another city chauffeur's license permit before the expiration of twelve (12) months from the date the director revokes the license permit or, in the case of an appeal, the date the appeal hearing officer affirms the revocation; or 
(2)  Drive ground transportation a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, pedicab, or horse drawn carriage inside the city. 
(g)  The director shall notify the licensee permittee in writing of a revocation and include in the notice the reason for the revocation, the date the director orders the revocation, and a statement informing the licensee permittee of his right of appeal. 
[bookmark: _Hlk29986660](h)  After receipt of notice of suspension, revocation, or denial of license permit renewal, the licensee permittee shall, on the date specified in the notice, surrender his city chauffeur's license permit to the director and discontinue driving ground transportation a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, pedicab, or horse drawn carriage inside the city. 
(i)  Notwithstanding subsections (c) and (h), if the licensee permittee appeals the suspension or revocation under this section, the licensee permittee may continue to drive ground transportation a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, pedicab, or horse drawn carriage pending the appeal unless: 
(1)  The city chauffeur's license permit of the license permittee is suspended pursuant to subsection (b) or revoked pursuant to subsection (e)(6); or 
(2)  The director determines that continued operation by the licensee permittee would impose an immediate threat to public safety. 
Sec. 35-41. - Appeal. 
(a)  A person may appeal the following decisions of the director if he requests an appeal in writing and delivers it to the city manager not more than ten (10) business days after receiving notice of the director's action: 
(1)  A denial of an application for a permit; 
(2)  A suspension or revocation of a permit; 
(3)  A denial of renewal of annual permit; 
(4)  Denial of a city chauffeur's license permit application; 
(5)  Suspension of a city chauffeur's license permit under section 35-40; or 
(6)  Revocation of a city chauffeur's license permit. 
(b)  The city manager or his designated representative shall act as the appeal hearing officer in an appeal hearing under this section. The hearing officer shall give the appealing party an opportunity to present evidence and make argument in his behalf. The formal rules of evidence do not apply to an appeal hearing under this section, and the hearing officer shall make his ruling on the basis of a preponderance of the evidence presented at the hearing. 
(c)  The hearing officer may affirm, modify, or reverse all or part of the action of the director being appealed. The decision of the hearing officer is final. 
Sec. 35-42. - Falsification of a license permit. 
A person commits an offense if he: 
(1)  Forges, alters, or counterfeits a city chauffeur's license permit badge, sticker, or emblem required by law; or 
(2)  Possesses a forged, altered, or counterfeited city chauffeur's license permit, badge, sticker, or emblem required by law. 
Sec. 35-43. - Current mailing address of licensee permittee. 
An individual issued a city chauffeur's license permit shall maintain a current mailing address on file with the director. The licensee permittee shall notify the taxi inspector of any change in this mailing address within five (5) business days of the change. 
Secs. 35-44—35-50. - Reserved. 


DIVISION 4. - MISCELLANEOUS HOLDER AND DRIVER REGULATIONS 

Sec. 35-51. - Holder's and driver's duty to comply. 
(a)  Holder. In the operation of ground transportation a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab service, a holder shall comply with the terms and conditions of the holder's operating authority and, except to the extent expressly provided otherwise by the operating authority, shall comply with this chapter, regulations established under this chapter, and other law applicable to the operation of ground transportation a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab service. 
(b)  Driver. While on duty, a driver shall comply with this chapter, regulations established under this chapter, other law applicable to the operation of a motor vehicle in this state, and orders issued by the holder employing or contracting with the driver in connection with the holder's discharging of its duty under its operating authority and this chapter. 
Sec. 35-52. - Holder's duty to enforce compliance by drivers. 
(a)  A holder shall establish policy and take action to discourage, prevent, or correct violations of this chapter by drivers who are employed by or contracting with the holder. 
(b)  A holder shall not permit a driver who is employed by or contracting with the holder to drive ground transportation a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab if the holder knows or has reasonable cause to suspect that the driver has failed to comply with this chapter, the rules and regulations established by the director or other applicable law. 

***

Sec. 35-54. - Insurance-taxicabs ground transportation. 
Every holder of a license permit to operate a taxicab ground transportation service pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall maintain in full force and effect at all times a policy or policies of automobile liability and property damage insurance, with an insurance company or companies authorized to do business in Texas, covering each vehicle so used, in an amount not less than the minimum coverage required by state law. No taxicab ground transportation permit shall be issued or renewed unless the applicant has obtained for the vehicle involved a automobile liability insurance policy with an insurance company or companies authorized to do business in Texas with minimum limits as prescribed pursuant to state law. The applicant prior to issuance or renewal of the permit shall furnish satisfactory proof of such coverage. Said policy shall contain a clause requiring thirty (30) days notice be given to the city prior to cancellation. If such notice of cancellation is given by the insurance company, the licensee permittee shall obtain new insurance before meeting the requirements of this section prior to the expiration of the 30-day period; if the license permittee fails to do so his or her permit shall be immediately revoked. 

Sec. 35-55. - Insurance-limousines. 
Every holder of a license permit to operate a limousine service pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall maintain in full force and effect at all times a policy or policies of automobile liability and property damage insurance with an insurance company or companies authorized to do business in Texas, covering each vehicle so used, in an amount not less than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00) combined single limits. No taxicab ground transportation permit shall be issued or renewed unless the applicant has obtained for the vehicle involved a automobile liability insurance policy with an insurance company or companies authorized to do business in Texas with the required coverage. An applicant prior to the issuance or renewal of annual permit shall furnish satisfactory proof of such coverage. The holder shall furnish proof of such coverage by filing with the director a valid certificate of insurance, or in lieu thereof a true multiple original of any such policy. The policy shall contain a clause requiring thirty (30) days' notice be given to the city prior to cancellation. If the insurance company gives such notice of cancellation, the holder shall obtain new insurance before the expiration of the 30-day period; if the holder fails to do so his permit shall be immediately revoked. 
Sec. 35-56. - Insurance-buses and shuttles. 
Every holder of a license permit to operate a bus or shuttle vehicle service pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall maintain in full force and effect at all times a policy or policies of automobile liability and property damage insurance with an insurance company or companies authorized to do business in Texas, covering each vehicle so used, in an amount not less than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00) combined single limits. No bus or shuttle vehicle permit shall be issued or renewed unless the applicant has obtained for the vehicle involved a automobile liability insurance policy with an insurance company or companies authorized to do business in Texas with the required coverage. An applicant prior to the issuance or renewal of annual permit shall furnish satisfactory proof of such coverage. The holder shall furnish proof of such coverage by filing with the director a valid certificate of insurance, or in lieu thereof a true multiple original of any such policy. The policy shall contain a clause requiring thirty (30) days' notice be given to the city prior to cancellation. If the insurance company gives such notice of cancellation, the holder shall obtain new insurance before the expiration of the 30-day period; if the holder fails to do so his permit shall be immediately revoked. 

Sec. 35-56.1. - Insurance-pedicabs. 
Every holder of a license permit to operate a pedicab service pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall maintain in full force and effect at all times a policy or policies of liability and property damage insurance with an insurance company or companies authorized to do business in Texas, covering each vehicle so used, in an amount not less than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00) combined single limits. No taxicab ground transportation permit shall be issued or renewed unless the applicant has obtained for the vehicle involved a liability insurance policy with an insurance company or companies authorized to do business in Texas with the required coverage. An applicant prior to the issuance or renewal of annual permit shall furnish satisfactory proof of such coverage. The holder shall furnish proof of such coverage by filing with the director a valid certificate of insurance, or in lieu thereof a true multiple original of any such policy. The policy shall contain a clause requiring thirty (30) days' notice be given to the city prior to cancellation. If the insurance company gives such notice of cancellation, the holder shall obtain new insurance before the expiration of the thirty-day period; if the holder fails to do so his permit shall be immediately revoked. 

***

Sec. 35-58. - Holder's records and reports. 
(a)  Each holder shall maintain at a single location business records of its ground transportation taxicab, limousine, [bus,] shuttle, or pedicab service. The director may specify methods used in maintaining the records, and the director may require maintenance of certain records which he determines are necessary for monitoring the activities, operations, service, and safety record of a holder. A holder shall make its records available for inspection by the director at reasonable times upon request. 
(b)  Each holder shall submit to the director such annual and monthly reports concerning its ground transportation taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab service as the director determines necessary to evaluate the holder's operations. 

Secs. 35-59—35-65. – Reserved
 
DIVISION 5. - SERVICE REGULATIONS 

Sec. 35-66. - City-wide taxicab ground transportation service required. 
Except as otherwise provided by the holder's operating authority, a holder shall: 
(1)  Provide taxicab ground transportation service to the general public to and from any point inside the city that is accessible by public street, except that this provision does not require a holder to subject a taxicab ground transportation to mob violence or destruction; 
(2)  Answer each call received for service inside the city as soon as practicable, and if the service cannot be rendered within a reasonable time, the holder shall inform the caller of the reason for the delay and the approximate time required to answer the call; and 
(3)  Maintain a single station for the purpose of receiving calls and dispatching taxicabs ground transportation that is operational eighteen (18) hours each day. 
Sec. 35-67. - Representation of availability of taxicab ground transportation. 
A driver may not represent that his or her taxicab ground transportation is engaged when it is in fact vacant or vacant when it is in fact engaged. 
Sec. 35-68. - Refusal to convey passengers by taxicab ground transportation. 
[bookmark: _Hlk29987189](a)  While operating a taxicab ground transportation a driver shall not refuse to convey a person who requests service unless: 
(1)  The person is disorderly; 
(2)  The driver is engaged in answering a previous request for service; 
(3)  The driver has reason to believe that the person is engaged in unlawful conduct; or 
(4)  The driver is in fear of his personal safety. 
(b)  While operating a taxicab ground transportation, a driver shall not refuse service requested by a radio dispatch when the location for pick up is within a reasonable distance from the location of the taxicab ground transportation. 

Sec. 35-69. - Passenger limitations of taxicab ground transportation. 
(a)  While operating a taxicab ground transportation a driver on duty may carry only a person who is a paying passenger, unless the passenger is an employee of the taxicab ground transportation service that employs or contracts with the driver, a governmental inspector acting in an official capacity, or unless it is authorized by the holder's operating authority. 
(b)  A driver may not carry at the same time more persons than the designed seating capacity of the taxicab ground transportation. 
(c)  The director may establish rules governing passenger limitations, as illustrated by, but not limited to, cab sharing, cab pooling, and numbers of passengers with different destinations. 
***
Sec. 35-71. - Solicitation of passengers by taxicab, pedicabs, or shuttles taxicab ground transportation. 
A driver may not solicit passengers: 
(1)  From a location other than the driver's compartment or the immediate vicinity of the driver's taxicab or pedicab  ground transportation; 
(2)  In a way that annoys or obstructs the movement of a person; 
(3)  By paying an employee of another business to solicit passengers for or give preferential treatment in directing passengers to the driver's taxicab or pedicab ground transportation; or 
(4)  Without using a taxicab ground transportation stand at a location where a taxicab ground transportation stand exists; 
(5)  Shuttle drivers may not solicit new customers or respond to hails. 
a.  The driver of a shuttle may pick up pre-arranged customers only. 

Sec. 35-72. - Regulations for use of t taxicab ground transportation stands. 
(a)  While using a taxicab ground transportation stand, a driver shall not: 
(1)  Go beyond twenty-five (25) feet of his taxicab ground transportation except to assist a passenger as reasonably necessary after being engaged; 
(2)  Interfere with the orderly progression of taxicabs ground transportation from the rear to the front of the taxicab ground transportation stand; 
(3)  Perform or allow to be performed repairs or maintenance on a taxicab ground transportation while parked on the taxicab ground transportation stand; 
(4)  Assign or sell his position in a taxicab ground transportation stand to another; or 
(5)  Interfere with a taxicab ground transportation entering a taxicab ground transportation stand on which there is a vacant space. 
(b)  A person shall not park a taxicab ground transportation on a taxicab ground transportation stand unless the taxicab ground transportation is for hire. 
(c)  A taxicab ground transportation left unattended in a taxicab ground transportation stand is illegally parked and may be removed from the taxicab ground transportation stand and impounded as provided in this Code. 
***

Sec. 35-77. - Establishment of taxicab ground transportation stands. 
(a)  Subject to the approval of the director, the city may establish taxicab ground transportation stands of such character, number, and location as he determines are required by the public convenience and necessity. 
(b)  A holder desiring the establishment of a taxicab ground transportation stand must file a written request with the city manager. 
Sec. 35-78. - Service regulations for business establishments requesting taxicab ground transportation for customers. 
An employee of a business establishment, other than a taxicab ground transportation or pedicab service, who acts as an agent in obtaining taxicab or pedicab ground transportation service for prospective passengers shall not: 
(1)  Solicit nor accept payment from a driver in return for giving preferential treatment in directing passengers to a driver's taxicab or pedicab; or 
(2)  Interfere with the orderly progression of taxicabs ground transportation from the rear to the front of a taxicab ground transportation stand. 

Secs. 35-79—39-85. - Reserved. 


DIVISION 6. - RATES OF FARE FOR LIMOUSINE, BUS AND SHUTTLE VEHICLES 
Sec. 35-86. - Rates of fare-taxicabs ground transportation. 
(a)  A holder of a taxicab ground transportation permit may charge only rates of fare, which have been approved by the city council. A holder of a taxicab ground transportation permit may propose a change in its rates of fare by filing the proposal with the city secretary and the director for consideration by the city council. 
(b)  The city council shall hold a hearing to consider the proposed change in rates of fare. After the hearing the city council may approve, disapprove, or modify the proposed change. 
Sec. 35-87. - Maximum taxicab ground transportation fares. 
It shall be unlawful for any taxicab ground transportation company or driver to charge more than the following fares, as applicable: 
(1)  Three dollars ($3.00) for the first one-quarter (¼) of a mile; 
(2)  Sixty cents ($.60) for each one-fourth (¼) of a mile thereafter; 
(3)  Thirty dollars ($30.00) per hour metered time. 
(4)  There shall be a one dollar ($1.00) charge for each additional passenger going to the same location. 
(5)  No charge will be made for hand luggage. 
(6)  In the event two (2) or more taxicab ground transportation passengers are going to the same destination, the driver shall collect only one fare as recorded on the taximeter. If the passengers are going to different destinations, the driver shall clear his taximeter at the first destination and charge the first passenger the amount recorded on the taximeter, and then proceed to the next destination as though it were a completely new trip. Other destinations shall be treated likewise. 
(7)  Taxicabs Ground Transportation operating at the Port of Galveston Cruise Terminal may charge an amount as specified in section 35-121 as applicable. 
Sec. 35-88. - Display of rate card by taxicab ground transportations. 
(a)  A holder shall provide the driver for each taxicab ground transportation operating under its authority, printed cards or stickers containing the approved rates of fare of the holder. There shall be posted in two conspicuous places on the inside of each licensed permitted taxicab ground transportation, a card of a size to be determined by the taxicab ground transportation inspector, showing the rates allowed to be charged. 
(b)  While operating a taxicab ground transportation for hire, a driver shall, in a manner approved by the director, prominently display two (2) rate cards or stickers inside the taxicab ground transportation and two (2) rate cards or stickers outside the taxicab ground transportation so that passengers can easily read them. 

Sec. 35-89. - Computation of fares for taxicabs ground transportation. 
Unless a holder's approved rates of fare or operating authority provide otherwise, a holder shall equip each taxicab ground transportation with a taximeter, and a driver shall charge only a fee as computed by the taximeter. However, a holder may authorize a driver to make a flat rate charge for a trip to a destination which is not covered in the holder's approved rates of fare, if the taximeter is kept in operation while the taxicab ground transportation has a passenger within the scope of the area designated in the approved rates of fare. 
Sec. 35-90. - Design and testing of taximeters; fees. 
(a)  A taximeter must accurately register in legible figures on the basis of both mileage and time under the rates and charges established in this article. Figures denoting the fare must be illuminated when the meter is activated. 
(b)  A taximeter must be mounted in a conspicuous location in the taxicab ground transportation in a manner approved by the director so that the face of the taximeter and the fare numerals may be easily seen and read by a passenger sitting in any part of the taxicab ground transportation. A taximeter must be equipped to indicate whether the taxicab ground transportation is engaged or vacant. 
(c)  If the taximeter employs a flag, the flag must project at least four (4) inches above the dashboard when in the non-earning position. 
(d)  The taximeter or its drive system must be sealed at all points at which components, if manipulated, could affect the function or accuracy of the taximeter. 
(e)  The design of a taximeter is subject to approval by the director to assure that it complies with this section. No taximeter shall be used on any taxicab ground transportation the type and design of which has not been approved by the director. Before installing a taximeter, taxicab ground transportation owners shall submit the type and design of taximeter to the taxicab ground transportation inspector. If the taximeter is capable of properly and accurately computing and registering on its face the charge for the distance traveled by and the waiting time of the taxicab ground transportation, the taxicab ground transportation inspector shall approve the taximeter. In case of refusal, the person so refused shall have the right of appeal to the director within ten (10) days from the date of such refusal, and such appeal shall be perfected by a letter addressed to the director, stating that an appeal from the decision of the taxicab ground transportation inspector is desired. If an appeal from the decision of the taxicab ground transportation inspector is perfected as above provided, the decision of the taxicab ground transportation inspector shall be suspended until passed upon by the director. Upon receiving such appeal, the director, as soon as practicable thereafter, shall hear such appeal and shall either sustain, modify, or reverse the decision of the taxicab ground transportation inspector, and shall forthwith certify the decision of the taxicab ground transportation inspector to the licensee permittee for observance. If no appeal is taken from the findings of the taxicab ground transportation inspector in the time as provided herein, the ruling of the taxicab ground transportation inspector shall be final. 
(f)  A holder shall cause each taximeter in taxicab ground transportation operating under its authority to be maintained in good operating condition and to be tested and sealed at least once each year in accordance with state and city weights and measures laws. The director may establish a schedule of regular testing days and times for purposes of this section. 
(g)  A person commits an offense if he operates a taxicab ground transportation that is: 
(1)  Not equipped with a taximeter; or 
(2)  Equipped with a taximeter that: 
a.  Does not have a current decal and lead seal authorized by the director; 
b.  Has been tampered with or altered; or 
c.  Incorrectly registers or computes taxicab ground transportation fares because of alterations to the taxicab ground transportation odometer, including, but not limited to, changes in the gears, tires, or wheels of the taxicab ground transportation. 
(h)  The following persons shall be responsible and subject to the penalty for a violation of subsection (g): 
(1)  The driver of the taxicab ground transportation. 
(2)  The owner of the taxicab ground transportation. 
(3)  The holder under whose authority the taxicab ground transportation is being operated. 
(i)  Proof of taxicab ground transportation ownership for purposes of this section may be made by a copy of the registration of the vehicle with the state showing the name of the person to whom the state license plates for the vehicle were issued. The person in whose name the vehicle is registered shall be prima facie the owner of the vehicle. If the vehicle is not currently registered, the person in whose name the vehicle was last registered shall be prima facie the owner of the vehicle. 
Sec. 35-91. - Taxicab Ground transportation fare collection procedures. 
(a)  Before changing the taximeter to indicate that the taxicab ground transportation is vacant, a driver shall call the attention of the passenger to the amount of fare registered on the taximeter. 
(b)  Upon request by a person paying a fare, a driver shall give the person a legible receipt showing: 
(1)  The name of the holder under whose authority the taxicab ground transportation is operated; 
(2)  The taxicab ground transportation number; 
(3)  An itemized list of charges; 
(4)  The total amount of fare paid; 
(5)  The date of payment; and 
(6)  The driver's signature. 
(c)  A holder shall provide each driver operating a taxicab ground transportation under its authority with printed receipt forms adequate for providing the information required in subsection (b). 
Sec. 35-92. - Rates of fare for limousine, bus and shuttle ground transportation vehicles 
(a)  A driver or holder shall not charge a fare for operating a limousine that is inconsistent with the rates authorized in the vehicle for hire operating authority. 
(b)  A holder desiring to change the authorized rates of fare must submit a written request to the director. 
(c)  The rates listed in the holder's operating authority must be strictly adhered to, and no change in rates may be implemented without written approval of the director. 
(d)  The director may require a holder to display rates on or within a limousine, bus, or shuttle vehicle in a manner prescribed by the director. 
(e)  At the request of a passenger, the driver or holder shall give the person paying a fare a ticket or receipt that indicates the name, address, and phone number of the vehicle for hire company and the amount of the fare. 
(f)  The use of any type of meter or measuring device to calculate rates of fare for limousine, bus, or shuttle vehicle service is prohibited. 
***

Secs. 35-94—35-99. - Reserved. 


DIVISION 7. - VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT 

Sec. 35-100. - False representation as taxicab ground transportation vehicle. 
(a)  A person may not represent that a vehicle is a taxicab ground transportation vehicle if the vehicle is not in fact a taxicab ground transportation vehicle authorized by operating authority granted under this chapter. 
(b)  A person may not drive a vehicle in the city that is not a taxicab ground transportation vehicle if the vehicle is marked, painted, or equipped in a way that is likely to result in mistaking the vehicle for a taxicab ground transportation vehicle. 
Sec. 35-101. - Vehicle requirements and inspections. 
(a)  The director may by regulation establish requirements for size, condition, and accessories of ground transportation vehicles used by a taxicab, limousine, shuttle holder, or pedicab ground transportation owner, or driver. 
[bookmark: _Hlk29915894](b)  The ground transportation taxicab inspector shall inspect each ground transportation vehicle taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab for compliance with this chapter and regulations of the director, before it is placed in service, at regular inspections, and at such times as determined by the director or the taxicab ground transportation inspector. The taxicab ground transportation inspector shall complete a city inspection form and shall maintain such form as a public record. If any inspection reveals that the vehicle is unsafe or does not comply with the provisions of this state law the vehicle owner shall remove the vehicle from service. 
(c)  A holder, owner, or driver shall make a ground transportation vehicle taxicab, bus, shuttle, or pedicab available for inspection when ordered by the director or the ground transportation taxicab inspector. It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to allow the taxicab inspector to inspect any vehicle used as a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab operating in the city pursuant to this chapter. 
(d)  If, upon inspection, the ground transportation taxicab inspector determines that a taxicab, limousine, shuttle, or pedicab ground transportation is not in compliance with this chapter or regulations of the director, the ground transportation taxicab inspector shall order the taxicab, limousine, [bus,] shuttle, or pedicab to be brought into compliance within a reasonable period of time and require it to be reinspected. The owner shall pay to the director a ten dollar ($10.00) fee for each re-inspection of a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab that is required before it is brought into compliance. 
(e)  If a holder, owner, or driver fails to make a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab available for inspection or if the ground transportation taxicab inspector determines that a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab is not in compliance with this chapter or regulations of the director, the director may order the taxicab, limousine, shuttle, or pedicab removed from service until it is made available for inspection and brought into compliance. 
(f)  If the director determines that inspection of the mechanical condition or safety equipment of a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab by an expert mechanic or technician is necessary, the holder, owner, or driver shall pay the cost of the inspection. 
(g)  Before any taxicab, limousine, bus, or shuttle will be approved for service, the holder or owner shall provide the ground transportation taxicab inspector with a copy of the registration for the vehicle with the state, or a bill of sale if the vehicle is new and has not yet been registered, showing the name of the individual or holder owning the vehicle. The owner shown on the registration or bill of sale provided to the director shall notify the director of any change in ownership of the taxicab, limousine, or shuttle within ten (10) business days. 
(h)  Taxicab, limousine, bus, and shuttle inspections shall include, but not be limited to, the following items: vehicle identification number; taxicab number; date of purchase; foot brakes; emergency brake; head lamps; tail lamps; license plate lights; stool light; dome light; horn; windshield wipers; heating, ventilating, and air conditioning systems; current state inspection sticker; fire extinguisher; spare tire and trunk; the condition of the tires, passenger compartment, rearview mirrors; all windows; overall cleanliness; safety; condition of paint; color scheme; taximeter readings; rate card; required signage; fumes; state license plates and registration sticker; speedometer readings; mileage; steering; muffler and tail pipe; accuracy of taximeter; condition of the body of the vehicle and fenders. 
(i)  Each inspection may include a ground transportation taxicab inspector ride-along inspection ride of up to one (1) hour's duration as deemed necessary by the taxicab inspector. 

Sec. 35-102. - Taxicab age limits. 
(a)  Subject to the following exceptions, a holder, owner, or driver commits an offense if he operates any vehicle as a licensed permitted taxicab in the city that is older than six (6) years: 
(1)  Regardless of the age of the vehicle, the city manager may waive this provision for special vehicles, such as classics and antiques. The city manager's decision shall be final; 
(2)  Any vehicle that is older than six (6) years but less than ten (10) years may be used as a licensed permitted taxicab upon permission of the taxicab inspector, subject to review by the director. The director's decision shall be final; 
(b)  For purposes of this section, vehicle age, for a vehicle purchased used, will be calculated from January 1 of the model year of the vehicle. If the vehicle is purchased new, age will be calculated from the date of purchase and the holder, owner, or driver shall present to the taxicab inspector: 
(1)  A certified copy of the vehicle's title stating the date of purchase and an odometer reading of no more than one thousand (1,000) miles at the time of purchase; and 
(2)  A manufacturer's certificate, as defined in Chapter 501 of the Texas Transportation Code, certifying that the vehicle has not been previously titled and has not been previously subject to retail sale. 
(c)  No vehicle may be placed in service for the first time as a taxicab, limousine, bus, or shuttle if it has been driven more than one hundred fifteen thousand (115,000) actual miles, which shall be determined from the odometer and title records. 
***
Sec. 35-106 - Taxicab display receptacle. 
(a)  Every taxicab must have a display receptacle approved by the director securely affixed to a conspicuous place on the dashboard. A display receptacle shall be at least six and one-fourth (6¼) inches by ten (10) inches in area, constructed of a rigid material, and designed to accommodate the following information in accordance with the required dimensions: 
(1)  At least a two-inch by two-inch colored passport-quality photograph of the driver, with the driver's name as it appears on the driver's Texas driver's license and the taxicab driver's license permit number placed under the photograph in block letters and numbers not less than three-sixteenths ( 3/16 ) inch high with at least a one-sixteenths ( 1/16 ) inch stroke, must be laminated as a single unit not less than two and one-fourth (2¼) inches by three and one-half (3½) inches. 
(2)  The company name in block letters not less than one-half (½) inch high with at least a one-eighth ( 1/8 ) inch stroke, with the taxicab number placed under it in block numbers and letters not less than three-fourths (¾) inch high with at least a three-sixteenths ( 3/16 ) inch stroke, must be laminated as a single unit not less than three (3) inches by two and one-half (2½) inches. 
(3)  Taxi rates in block numbers at least nine-sixteenths ( 9/16 ) inch high with at least a three-sixteenths ( 3/16 ) inch stroke and in block letters at least one-eighth ( 1/8 ) inch high with at least a one-thirtysecondths ( 1/32 ) inch stroke must be laminated as a single unit not less than six and one-half (6½) by six (6) inches. 
(b)  A holder, owner, or driver of a taxicab commits an offense if he operates or allows operation of a taxicab that is equipped with: 
(1)  No required display receptacle; 
(2)  A display receptacle that does not contain required information; or 
(3)  A display receptacle that contains insufficient or incorrect information. 
***
Secs. 35-109—35-120. - Reserved.
***

Secs. 35-122—35-125. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 9. - ENFORCEMENT 

Sec. 35-126. - Authority to inspect. 
The director, and his or her designee delegates, to include the taxicab ground transportation inspector, may inspect ground transportation a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab service operating under this chapter to determine whether the service complies with this chapter, regulations established under this chapter, or other applicable law. 

Sec. 35-127. - Removal of evidence of authorization. 
Whenever a holder's operating authority of a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab driver's license is suspended, revoked, or denied or whenever a vehicle fails to pass inspection as a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab, the director may remove or require the surrender of all evidence of authorization as a holder, taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab driver, or taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab, including, but not limited to, removal or surrender of operating authority, licenses permits, decals, signs, insignia, radios, top lights, and meters if applicable. 

Sec. 35-128. - Enforcement by City Marshal, police department and as designated by the City Manager. 
Officers of the Marshal’s office and  police department shall assist in the enforcement of this chapter. A deputy marshal or police officer upon observing a violation of this chapter or the regulations established by the director, shall take necessary enforcement action to insure effective regulations of taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, or pedicab service. 

***
Sec. 35-130. - Service of notice. 
(a)  A holder shall designate and maintain a representative to receive service of notice required under this chapter to be given a holder and to serve notice required under this chapter to be given a driver employed by a holder. 
(b)  Notice required under this chapter to be given: 
(1)  A holder, or the holder's designated representative, must be personally served by the director, his delegate, or the taxicab inspector; or 
(2)  A driver licensed permitted by the city under division 3, must be personally served or sent by certified United States Mail, five-day return receipt requested, to the address, last known to the director, of the person to be notified, or to the designated representative for drivers. 
(c)  Notice required under this chapter to be given a person other than a driver licensed permitted under division 3 or a holder may be served in the manner prescribed by subsection (b)(2). 
(d)  Service executed in accordance with this section constitutes notice to the person to whom the notice is addressed. The date of service for notice that is mailed is the date received. 
(e)  This section does not apply to notice served under subsection 35-39(a). 
***

Secs. 35-133—35-137. - Reserved. 
ARTICLE II. - HORSE DRAWN CARRIAGES

***
Sec. 35-139. - Horse licenses permits and other records. 
(a)  No person shall permit, allow, use or offer the use of a horse in a carriage service, or in any other service in which horses are used to transport persons within the city limits unless such horse has been licensed permitted pursuant to the provisions of this subsection, or specific written authorization has been given by the city manager, or the city manager's designee. 
(b)  Only geldings and mares that are at least three (3) years old and that are determined by a licensed veterinarian to be capable of pulling a carriage, shall be used in a carriage service. 
(c)  Application for a horse license permit shall be made to the city department of planning and community development. All information requested by the city shall be provided before the application will be considered. 
(d)  Each application for a horse license permit shall include payment of five dollars ($5.00) for the application. The application fee is nonrefundable. 
(e)  A horse license permit shall be valid for twelve (12) months from the date of issuance unless the license permit is revoked. 
(f)  A horse license permit may be renewed upon submission of a renewal application that includes all information requested by the city, and payment of a horse license permit renewal fee in the amount of five dollars ($5.00). 
(g)  If a horse license permit is sold, assigned, leased, or otherwise transferred to another individual, partnership, business or other entity, the license permit holder shall notify the department of planning and community development in writing of the transfer within three (3) business days of the transfer of ownership. 
(h)  In addition to information requested on the application, the name and emergency phone number of the examining or treating veterinarian shall be listed on each license permit. 
(i)  The holder of the horse license permit at all times shall maintain the horse license permit at the stable where the horse is kept. Upon demand and without prior notice, the license permit holder shall produce the license for inspection by the city manager, the city manager's designee, any officer of the Galveston police department, or any veterinarian employed or contracted by the city. 
(j)  The holder of a horse license permit shall have a horse examined by a licensed veterinarian before the horse is placed into service and re-examined by a licensed veterinarian every six (6) months thereafter. 
(k)  The holder of a horse license permit shall maintain the following information on each horse and shall produce the information upon demand by the city manager, or the city manager's designee: 
(1)  Current veterinarian examination record; 
(2)  Current picture of the horse; 
(3)  Each year the weight of the horse shall be certified by a veterinarian; 
(4)  Description and location of any identifying characteristics, marks, or brands of the horse; 
(5)  Description of any mechanical lameness that does not cause pain or suffering to the horse; 
(6)  Annual immunization record, including but not limited to, rabies, Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis, eastern and western equine encephalomyelitis, tetanus, influenza, and annual negative Coggins test; 
(7)  Immunization record indicating a negative Coggins test every year. 


***
Sec. 35-144. - Animal health, care, and working conditions. 
(a)  Health of animals. 
***
(5)  Hooves of horses shall be trimmed and shoes reset with caulks or borium every eight (8) weeks. Shoes shall be maintained in a manner consistent with industry standards. The holder of the horse license permit upon demand shall provide proof that repairs have been made. 
***
Sec. 35-145. - Driver requirements and conduct. 
(a)  All drivers shall comply with sections 35-31 through 35-43 regarding the requirements and procedures for a city chauffeur's license permit. 
(b)  When conditions of poor visibility exist, including but not limited to one-half (½) hour after sunset and one-half (½) hour before sunrise, a driver shall cause the front and tail lights of the carriage to be in operation. 
(c)  A driver shall not permit more passengers in a carriage than allowed by the carriage capacity. 
(d)  While on duty, drivers and all other employees of a carriage service shall dress neatly. 

Sec. 35-146. - Penalties. 
(a)  Any person violating any of these rules and regulations shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall, upon conviction thereof, be subject to a fine in any amount not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00). 
(b)  Each day a violation continues to exist shall constitute a separate offense. 
(c)  In lieu of, or in addition to, any criminal prosecution or civil remedy for the violation of any provision of these rules and regulations, the city manager, or the city manager's designee shall have, as to the holder of any permit or license, the duty and authority to enforce the provisions of this article by administrative action. Administrative remedies that may be employed include, but are not limited to, revocation or temporary suspension of a permit and license. This power includes the authority to remove or cause to be removed from any carriage any sticker or other evidence of a permit. In the event the city imposes administrative remedies, the following procedures shall apply: 
***
Secs. 35-147—35-199. - Reserved. 

ARTICLE III. - SIGHTSEEING AND TOUR FRANCHISES
 
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS 

***

Sec. 35-203. - Definitions. 
The definition of a term in this section applies to each grammatical variation of the term. In this chapter, unless the context requires a different definition: 
Bus means a motor vehicle that shall not have a taximeter, that: 
(1)  Has a manufacturer's rated seating capacity of more than fifteen (15) passengers (including the driver); and 
(2)  Is used for the transportation of persons from a location in the city to another location either inside or outside the city. 
City chauffeur's license permit means a license permit issued to an individual by the director authorizing that individual to drive or operate a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle, amphibious vehicle, or other vehicle used to provide commercial sightseeing and tour services in the city. 
***
Secs. 35-204—35-210. - Reserved. 


***
Secs. 34-224—35-230. - Reserved. 


DIVISION 3. - CITY CHAUFFEUR'S license permit 

Sec. 35-231. - City chauffeur's license permit required. 
(a)  A person may not drive or operate a vehicle being used to provide commercial sightseeing and tour services inside the city without a valid city chauffeur's license permit. 
(b)  A sightseeing and tour franchise holder or owner shall not employ or contract with a driver or otherwise allow a person to drive for a vehicle for hire owned, controlled, or operated by the franchise holder or owner unless the driver has a valid city chauffeur's license permit issued under this article. 
Sec. 35-232. - Qualification for city chauffeur's license permit. 
(a)  To qualify for a city chauffeur's license permit, an applicant shall: 
(1)  Be at least twenty-one (21) years of age; 
(2)  Be currently authorized to work full-time in the United States; 
(3)  Hold a valid driver's license issued by the state; 
(4)  Be able to communicate in the English language; 
(5)  Not be afflicted with a physical or mental disease or disability that is likely to prevent the applicant from exercising ordinary and reasonable control over a motor vehicle or that is likely to otherwise endanger the public health or safety; 
***
Sec. 35-233. - Investigation of application. 
(a)  For the purpose of determining qualification under subsection 35-232(a)(5), the director shall require an applicant for an original city chauffeur's license permit to submit to a physical examination at applicant's expense conducted by a licensed physician and to furnish to the director a statement from the physician which certifies that the physician has examined the applicant and that in the physician's professional opinion the applicant is qualified under section 35-232(a)(5). A city chauffeur's license permit may be renewed upon application without the applicant being required to submit to a physical examination unless the director requires that the applicant for renewal submit to a physical examination at the applicant's expense and to furnish to the director a statement from the physician as described above. 
(b)  Upon request of the director, the marshal’s office police department shall investigate each applicant and furnish the director a report concerning applicant's qualification under subsection 35-232(a)(8). The municipal court shall furnish the director a copy of the applicant's motor vehicle driving record and a list of any warrants of arrest for the applicant that might be outstanding. 
(c)  The director may conduct such other investigations, as he considers necessary to determine whether an applicant for a city chauffeur's license permit is qualified. 
Sec. 35-234. - Issuance and denial. 
(a)  If the director determines that an applicant is qualified, the director shall issue a license permit to the applicant. 
(b)  The director shall delay until final adjudication the approval of the application of any applicant who is under indictment for or has charges pending for: 
(1)  Any offense listed in section 35-232(a)(8)a., or criminal attempt to commit any of those; or 
(2)  Any offense involving driving while intoxicated. 
(c)  The director may deny the application for a city chauffeur's license permit if the applicant: 
(1)  Is not qualified under section 35-232; 
(2)  Refuses to submit to or does not pass a medical or written examination authorized under sections 35-233 or 35-232; 
(3)  Makes a false statement of a material fact in his application for a city chauffeur's license permit. 
(d)  If the director determines that a license permit should be denied the applicant, the director shall notify the applicant in writing that his application is denied and include in the notice the reason for denial and a statement informing the applicant of his right of appeal in accordance with section 35-241 of this chapter. 
Sec. 35-235. - Expiration of city chauffeur's license permit; suspension or revocation of state driver's license. 
(a)  A city chauffeur's license permit expires one (1) year from the date of issuance. 
(b)  If a licensee’s permittee’s state driver's license is suspended or revoked by the state, his city chauffeur's license permit automatically becomes void. A licensee permittee shall notify the director and the holder for whom he drives within three (3) days of a suspension or revocation of his driver's license by the state and shall immediately surrender his city chauffeur's license permit to the director. 
Sec. 35-236. - Identification card requirements for vehicle for hire drivers. 
(a)  After the chief of police City Marshal has verified an applicant's fingerprints and after the director has authorized issuance of a city chauffeur's license permit, the city shall issue two (2) identification cards. 
(b)  One card shall be at least one and three-fourths (1 3 / 4 ) inches by two (2) inches in dimension and shall contain the facial view photograph of the applicant. The card shall be displayed in a place conspicuous to passengers inside the vehicle for hire at all times. 
(c)  The driver shall conspicuously display a city chauffeur's license permit (1) identification card on the clothing of the driver's upper body when operating a vehicle for hire. 
(d)  A person desiring the issuance or renewal of taxicab identification cards shall pay an annual fee of ten dollars ($10.00) twenty-five dollars ($25.00). to the city. 
Sec. 35-237. - Duplicate city chauffeurs license permit. 
If a city chauffeur's license permit is lost or destroyed, the director shall issue the licensee permittee a duplicate license permit upon payment to the city of a duplicate license fee of ten dollars ($10.00) twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 

Sec. 35-238. - Display of license permit. 
A driver shall allow the director, his delegated representative, or a peace officer to examine the driver's city chauffeur's license permit upon request. 
Sec. 35-239. - Suspension by designated representative. 
(a)  If a representative designated by the director to enforce this chapter determines that a holder of a city chauffeurs license permit operating a sightseeing or tour vehicle has failed to comply with this chapter (except section 35-232) or a regulation established under this chapter, the representative may suspend the driver's city chauffeur's license permit for a period of time not to exceed three days by personally serving the licensee permittee with a written notice of the suspension. The written notice must include the reason for suspension, the date the suspension begins, the duration of the suspension, and a statement informing the licensee permittee of his right of appeal in accordance with subsection (b) and (c) of this section. 
(b)  A suspension under this section may be appealed to the director or his assistant designee if the licensee permittee requests an appeal at the time the representative serves notice of suspension. When appeal is requested, the suspension may not take effect until the director or his assistant provides a hearing. 
(c)  The director may order an expedited hearing under this section, to be held as soon as possible after the licensee permittee requests an appeal. The director may affirm, reverse, or modify the order of the representative. The decision of the director is final. 
Sec. 35-240. - Suspension and revocation of city chauffeur's license permit. 
(a)  If the director determines that a license permit e has failed to comply with this chapter (except Section 35-232) or a regulation established under this chapter, the director may suspend the driver's city chauffeur's license permit for a definite period of time not to exceed 60 days. 
(b)  If at any time the director determines that a license permit e is not qualified under section 35-232, or is under indictment or has charges pending for any offense involving driving while intoxicated or any offense involving a crime described in subsection 35-232(a)(8)a. or criminal attempt to commit any of those offenses, the director shall suspend the city chauffeur's license permit until such time as the director determines that the licensee permittee is qualified or that the charges against the license permit e have been finally adjudicated. 
(c)  A licensee permittee  whose city chauffeur's license permit is suspended shall not drive a vehicle for hire inside the city during the period of suspension. 
(d)  The director shall notify the licensee permittee  and the holder in writing of a suspension under this section and include in the notice the reason for the suspension; the date the director orders the suspension to begin, the duration of suspension or if it is under subsection (b), and a statement informing the licensee permittee of a right of appeal. The period of suspension begins on the date specified by the director or, in the case of an appeal, on the date ordered by the appeal hearing officer. 
(e)  The director may revoke a city chauffeur's license permit if the director determines that the licensee permittee: 
(1)  Operated a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle or sightseeing and tour vehicle inside the city a period in which the city chauffeur's license permit was suspended; 
(2)  Made a false statement of a material fact in an application for a city chauffeur's license permit; 
(3)  Engaged in conduct that constitutes a ground for suspension under subsection (a), and received either a suspension in excess of three (3) days or a conviction for violation of this chapter, two (2) times within the 12-month period preceding the occurrence of the conduct or three (3) times within the 24-month period preceding the occurrence of the conduct; 
(4)  Engaged in conduct that could reasonably be determined to be detrimental to the public safety; 
(5)  Used, possessed, or was under the influence of any form of alcoholic beverage or narcotic, or drug while on duty as a driver of a vehicle for hire, whether or not such drug or narcotic is defined as a dangerous drug or as a controlled substance under state or federal law; 
(6)  Was convicted of any felony offense while holding a city chauffeur's license permit. 
(f)  A person whose city chauffeur's license permit is revoked shall not: 
(1)  Apply for another city chauffeur's license permit before the expiration of twelve (12) months from the date the director revokes the license permit or, in the case of an appeal, the date the appeal hearing officer affirms the revocation; or 
(2)  Drive any type of vehicle for hire described in this chapter inside the city. 
(g)  The director shall notify the licensee permittee in writing of a revocation and include in the notice the reason for the revocation, the date the director orders the revocation, and a statement informing the licensee permittee of his the right of appeal. 
(h)  After receipt of notice of suspension, revocation, or denial of license permit renewal, the licensee permittee shall, on the date specified in the notice, surrender his city chauffeur's license permit to the director and discontinue driving all vehicles for hire inside the city. 
(i)  Notwithstanding subsections (c) and (h), if the licensee permittee appeals the suspension or revocation under this section, the licensee permittee may continue to drive a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle or sightseeing and tour vehicle pending the appeal unless: 
(1)  The city chauffeur's license permit of the licensee permittee is suspended pursuant to subsection (b) or revoked pursuant to subsection (e)(6) of this section; or 
(2)  The director determines that continued operation by the licensee permittee would impose an immediate threat to public safety. 
Sec. 35-241. - Appeal. 
(a)  A person may appeal the following decisions of the director if he requests an appeal in writing and delivers it to the city manager not more than ten (10) business days after receiving notice of the director's action: 
(1)  A suspension or revocation of a sightseeing and tour franchise; 
(2)  A denial of renewal of a sightseeing and tour franchise. 
(3)  Denial of a city chauffeur's license permit application; 
(4)  Suspension of a city chauffeur's license permit under section 35-240; or 
(5)  Revocation of a city chauffeur's license permit. 
(b)  The city manager or his designated representative shall act as the appeal-hearing officer in an appeal hearing under this section. The hearing officer shall give the appealing party an opportunity to present evidence and make argument in his behalf. The formal rules of evidence do not apply to an appeal hearing under this section, and the hearing officer shall make his ruling on the basis of a preponderance of the evidence presented at the hearing. 
(c)  The hearing officer may affirm, modify, or reverse all or part of the action of the director being appealed. The decision of the hearing officer is final. 
Sec. 35-242. - Falsifying of a license permit. 
A person commits an offense if he: 
(1)  Forges, alters, or counterfeits a city chauffeur's license permit, badge, sticker, or emblem required by law; or 
(2)  Possesses a forged, altered, or counterfeited city chauffeur's license permit, badge, sticker, or emblem required by law. 
Sec. 35-243. - Current mailing address of licensee permittee. 
An individual issued a city chauffeur's license permit shall maintain a current mailing address on file with the director. The license permit e shall notify the taxi inspector of any change in this mailing address within five (5) business days of the change. 
Secs. 35-244—35-250. - Reserved. 


DIVISION 4. - MISCELLANEOUS FRANCHISE HOLDER AND DRIVER REGULATIONS 

Sec. 35-251. - Franchise holder's and driver's duty to comply. 
***

Secs. 35-256—35-265. - Reserved.
 
DIVISION 5. - SERVICE REGULATIONS 

Sec. 35-271—39-279. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 6. - FARES 

***
Secs. 35-284—35-289. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 7. - VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT 

***
Sec. 35-291. - Sightseeing and tour vehicle age limits. 
(a)  Subject to the following exceptions, a holder, owner, or driver commits an offense if he operates any vehicle as a licensed permitted sightseeing or tour vehicle in the city that is older than six (6) years: 
(1)  Regardless of the age of the vehicle, the city manager may waive this provision for special vehicles, such as classics and antiques. The city manager's decision shall be final; 
(2)  Any vehicle that is older than six (6) years but less than ten (10) years may be used as a sightseeing and tour vehicle upon permission of the taxicab inspector, subject to review by the director. The director's decision shall be final. 
***
Secs. 35-296—35-299. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 9. - ENFORCEMENT 
Sec. 35-300. - Authority to inspect. 
The director, and his or her designee delegates, to include the taxicab ground transportation inspector, may inspect a taxicab, limousine, bus, shuttle or sightseeing and tour service vehicle operating under this chapter to determine whether the vehicle or service complies with this chapter, regulations established under this chapter, or other applicable law. 
Sec. 35-301. - Removal of evidence of authorization. 
Whenever a holder's franchise, or a driver's chauffeur's license permit is suspended, revoked, or denied or whenever a vehicle fails to pass inspection as a vehicle for hire, the director may remove or require the removal or surrender of all evidence of authorization as a franchise holder, city chauffeur's license permit driver, or vehicle for hire, including, but not limited to, the removal or surrender of licenses, decals, signs, insignia, radios, top lights, and meters if applicable. 
Sec. 35-302. - Enforcement by City Marshal’s Office and police department. 
Officers of the marshal’s office and police department shall assist in the enforcement of this chapter. A police officer upon observing a violation of this chapter or the regulations established by the director, shall take necessary enforcement action to insure effective regulation vehicles for hire used in providing sightseeing and tour services. 
*** 
Sec. 35-304. - Service of notice. 
(a)  A franchise holder shall designate and maintain a representative to receive service of notice required under this chapter to be given a holder and to serve notice required under this chapter to be given a driver employed by a holder. 
(b)  Notice required under this chapter may be given by any of the following methods: 
(1)  Notice to a franchise holder: 
a.  By personal service of the notice to a franchise holder or to the franchise holder's designated representative; or 
b.  By certified United States Mail, five-day return receipt requested, addressed to either the business address or home address of franchise holder listed in the franchise agreement; or, 
c.  By regular United States Mail to the business or home address of the franchise holder; or, 
d.  By personally delivering a notice addressed to the franchise holder to a driver of one of the franchise holder's sightseeing and tour vehicle drivers if said driver currently holds a city chauffeur's license permit. 
e.  Personal delivery of notice shall be by the director, his delegate, or the taxicab inspector; 
(2)  Notice to a driver of a vehicle for a sightseeing and tour vehicle: 
a.  By personal service of notice on the driver; or, 
b.  By certified United States Mail, five-day return receipt requested, to the home address of the driver listed in the driver's chauffeurs license permit application or to the business address of the franchise holder who employs the driver; or, 
c.  By regular United States Mail addressed to either the home address of the driver, or the business address of the franchise holder who employs a driver. 
d.  Personal delivery of notice shall be by the director, his delegate, or the taxicab inspector. 
***
ARTICLE IV. - RESERVED 
Secs. 35-307—35-347. - Reserved. 

	SECTION 3.  It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and, if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance should be declared invalid by the final judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this Ordinance.

	SECTION 4.  All Ordinances or parts thereof in conflict herewith are repealed to the extent of such conflict only.

	SECTION 5.  In accordance with the provisions of Sections 12 and 13 of Article II of the City Charter this Ordinance has been publicly available in the office of the City Secretary for not less than 72 hours prior to its adoption; that this Ordinance may be read and published by descriptive caption only.

	SECTION 6.  This Ordinance shall be and become effective on, from and after its adoption and publication in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of Galveston.
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________________________
DONNA M. FAIRWEATHER
ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY
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