Ad Hoc Committee Recommendations for Beach Maintenance

Raked seaweed will be
relocated to the wrack line or to
the south toe of the dune.

This is already covered under
existing requirements of §(0)(6)
'Beach Maintenance Activities' in
the Dune Protection and Beach
Access Plan.

City of Galveston BAP §(0)(6)(d)(1)
"...stockpiles or windrows of raked debris may
be placed at the seawad toe of the primary
dune seaward of the vegetation line and within
20-feet of the vegetation line."

This could be incorporated into staff reports to
Planning Commission as a recommended
condition of approval of permits.

Parties will coordinate with
ongoing sea turtle nest
detection and protection

B [programs from March 15th-Oct
1st to ensure the beaches have
been patrolled prior to any
beach maintenance activity.

This recommendation appears to fall

outside the purpose/intent of the
Dune Protection Act and the Open
Beaches Act.

Not required by Ch. 63 of the Texas
Natural Resources Code.
Comparable policy is not found in
the GLO's beach/dune rules in the
Texas Administrative Code.

Additional review by staff, discussion with
Council.

A trained Wildlife Monitor, who
is assigned by the Party, must
walk the area to be
mechanically raked immediately
prior to commencement of the
action and monitor the area

C [during the entire beach
maintenance activity. Any
activity by Endangered Species
encountered by the Monitor will
constitute grounds for
postponement of mechanical
raking.

This recommendation appears to fall

outside the purpose/intent of the
Dune Protection Act and the Open
Beaches Act.

Not required by Ch. 63 of the Texas
Natural Resources Code.
Comparable policy is not found in
the GLO's beach/dune rules in the
Texas Administrative Code.

Additional review by staff, discussion with
Council.

The following seaweed
distribution and density
thresholds must be met before
beach maintenance by
mechanical means can be
D|initiated in the designated area
of allowed beach maintenance:
a. Area covered by USACE and
City of Galveston permit:
stipulated by permit Terms and
Conditions of the USACE permit.

This appears to be a reference to
USACE permit requirements.

GLO rules do not stipulate
distribution or density thresholds.

31 TAC §15.7(1) says "local
governments shall prohibit beach
maintenance activities which will
result in the significant
redistribution of sand or which will
significantly alter the beach profile
or the line of vegetation."

The following statement could be incorporated
into staff reports to Planning Commission as
the following statement as a recommended
condition of approval of permits:

"Beach maintenance activities may be subject
to regulatory requirements of other local,
state, or federal agencies. The applicant must
conduct activities in accordance with other
local, state, or federal permits, such as permits
issued by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers."
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The following are also best practices of the City of Galveston (from the Ad Hoc Committee Recommendations) :

Handpicking and hand raking of
litter is always allowed and
preferred. No permit is
required.

This is written as a recommendation
and not a requirement.

The GLO already encourages this
type of practice.

31 TAC 15 Rule § 15.7(l) "The General Land
Office encourages the removal of litter and
other debris by handpicking or raking and
strongly discourages the use of machines
(except during peak visitation periods which
disturb the natural balance of gains and losses
in the sand budget and the natural cycle of
nutrients."

Staff reports to Planning Commission could
cite the GLO's rule in the TAC that also
encourages this type of practice.

Relocate seaweed; do not
remove seaweed.

This is covered under existing
requirements of §(0)(6) 'Beach
Maintenance Activities' in the Dune
Protection and Beach Access Plan.

City of Galveston BAP §(o)(6)(d)(1) "All
sand/debris collected with debris as part of
this maintenance process shall remain in the
stockpile or windrow."

This could be incorporated into staff reports to
Planning Commission as a recommended
condition of approval of permits.

(@]

No working in the wet beach.

This topic is not addressed by GLO
or City beach/dune rules.

The following statement could be incorporated
into staff reports to Planning Commission the
following statement as a recommended
condition of approval of permits:

"Beach maintenance activities may be subject
to regulatory requirements of other local,
state, or federal agencies. The applicant must
conduct activities in accordance with other
local, state, or federal permits, such as permits
issued by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers."

No driving on or disturbing
dunes. No working in the dune
field.

This is covered under Section 8-4 of
Municipal Code, and also §(C)
'Vegetation and Topography
Seaward of the Dune Protection
Line' of the Dune Protection and
Beach Access Plan.

Sec. 8-3(f) "No vehicle may travel or park
within ten (10) feet of the dune line."

Sec. 8-4 "unlawful for any person to drive,
operate or park any motor vehicle upon, over,
or across any sand dune."

§(C) "...unless otherwise unavoidable during
construction, removal or destruction of
vegetation within the area seaward of the
Dune Protection Line is prohibited."

These existing ordinances can be referenced in
staff reports to Planning Commission as a
recommended condition of approval of
permits.

Place emphasis on no work is authorized in the
dune field.

m

No gouging or scouring of sand.

This topic is already addressed
under existing rules in the plan.

City of Galveston BAP §(J)(4)(a) 'Prohibited
Activities' - Removal, relocation, or movement
of sand, dunes or dune vegetation" is a
prohibited activity.

§(0)(6)(a) 'Beach Maintenance Activities' -
beach maintenance activities that significantly
redistribute sand or alter the beach profile are
prohibited.

These existing ordinances can be referenced in
staff reports to Planning Commission as a
recommended condition of approval of
permits.

No removal of sand from beach
area.

same as above

same as above

same as above

Allow dune formation by
allowing for natural creep
seaward ofline of vegetation
and growth of foredune
elevation. Do not interfere with
natural beach and dune
processes by artificially
controlling the line of
vegetation or dune elevation.

This is currently addressed under
existing rules in the plan.

This is also covered by 31 TAC
§15.7(l) 'Maintaining the public
beach'

City of Galveston BAP §(J)(4)(a) and §(J)(4)(c)

'Prohibited Activities' - Removal, relocation, or
movement of sand, dunes or dune vegetation"
is a prohibited activity.

31 TAC §15.7(l) 'Maintaining the public beach' -
local governments shall prohibit beach
maintenance activities whichi will significantly
alter the beach profile or the line of
vegetation.

These existing ordinances can be referenced in
staff reports to Planning Commission as a
recommended condition of approval of
permits.
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Encourage a continuous line of
vegetation so that a continuous
dune system can be established.

T

This statement is more of a policy
goal than a regulation.

This aligns with Goal 7.3 of the Erosion
Response Plan: "Promoting the formation of a
continuous dune system is the City's long-term
goal for beachfront areas beyond the limits of
the Seawall."

A reference to Goal 7.3 of the ERP could be
incorporated into staff reports to Planning
Commission.

No disturbing wildlife.

This is not required by the existing
Dune Protection and Beach Access
Plan, or the Texas Administrative
Code.

Appears to fall outside the
purpose/intent of the Dune
Protection Act and Open Beaches
Act, and could be difficult for staff to
enforce.

Additional review by staff, discussion with
Council.

Beach maintenance may be
undertaken when threshhold
criteria are met.

-

This appears to be a reference to
USACE permit requirements.

GLO rules do not stipulate
distribution or density thresholds.
31 TAC §15.7(1) says "local
governments shall prohibit beach
maintenance activities which will
result in the significant
redistribution of sand or which will
significantly alter the beach profile
or the line of vegetation."

The following statement could be incorporated
into staff reports to Planning Commission the
following statement as a recommended
condition of approval of permits:

"The applicant must conduct activities in
accordance with other local, state, or federal
permits, such as permits issued by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers."

The City encourages leaving
organic material in place for the
benefit of the beach and
wildlife.

This is written as a recommendation
and not a requirement.

This could be referenced in staff reports to
Planning Commission as a suggested practice.
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