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ORDINANCE NO. 19-__ 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON, TEXAS, DESIGNATING THE 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 4824 AUSTIN DRIVE, AS A “GALVESTON 
LANDMARK”,  PROPERTY IS LEGALLY  DESCRIBED AS LOT 8, PALM 
GARDENS, A SUDIVISION, IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF GALVESTON, 
TEXAS; REQUESTING THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECORD THE 
PROPERTY'S LANDMARK DESIGNATION IN THE OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF REAL PROPERTY IN GALVESTON COUNTY, THE TAX RECORDS OF THE 
CITY OF GALVESTON AND THE CENTRAL APPRAISAL DISTRICT, AND THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAPS OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON, TEXAS; 
DESIGNATING THE SITE AS A HISTORICALLY OR ARCHEOLOGICAL 
SIGNIFICANT SITE IN NEED OF TAX RELIEF TO ENCOURAGE ITS 
PRESERVATION; PLANNING CASE NUMBER 20P-003; MAKING VARIOUS 
FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT.  
 
 WHEREAS, on March 11, 1999, the Galveston City Council adopted Ordinance 
Number 99-14 creating the Landmark Designation Process requiring that a property 
requesting such designation must meet certain criteria and that the designation is 
considered a “change of zoning” for the property and is therefore treated as such; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Applicant and Property Owner, Dr. Calvin E. Buckley, requests 
that the structure located at 4824 Austin Drive, and legally described as Lot 8, Palm 
Gardens, a Subdivision, in the City and County of Galveston, Texas, be officially designated 
as a Galveston Landmark; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the subject structure, the “Robert J. Sr. and Lydia Bohn House”, was 
constructed in 1928.  The Bohn House is a brick Craftsman bungalow style common to the 
Palm Gardens neighborhood and seen in other parts of the city as well, such as along 
Avenue O. This particular style of bungalow is characterized primarily by the use of brick 
to describe architectural details such as handrails, arches, columns, and lintels and by the 
low roof pitches more common to Prairie- or later Ranch-style houses.  These particular 
styled houses exhibit a unique style that does not readily fit into any other category; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the Bohn House has been an established visual feature of the Palm 
Gardens neighborhood is associated with the adjacent Cedar Lawn Neighborhood 
Conservation District since its construction.   The Bohn House retains its historic integrity, 
and retains its original location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and 
association; and, 

 
 WHEREAS, as set out in the Staff Report, attached as Exhibit 1 and incorporated 
herein for all intents and purposes, the property was reviewed and met the criteria for 
Landmark Designation as set forth in Article 10 of the City’s Land Development 
Regulations; and, 
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WHEREAS, the property is eligible to participate in the City of Galveston’s Tax 
Exemption for New Galveston Landmarks Program.  New Galveston Landmarks located 
outside of historic districts are eligible for a 35% reduction in City of Galveston property 
taxes for a period of five years; and, 

 
 WHEREAS, at its regular meeting of February 17, 2020, the Landmark Commission 
voted to recommend approval of the request; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, at its regular meeting of February 18, 2020, the Planning Commission 
voted to recommend approval of the request; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Staff recommends that Planning Case Number 20P-003 request for 
Landmark Designation of the property located at 4824 Austin Drive, be approved with the 
condition provided in Section 2 below; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, after notice and public hearing as required by law, the City Council 
finds that it is in the public's interest to approve the application and designate the structure 
located at 4824 Austin Drive, and legally described as Lot 8, Palm Gardens, a Subdivision, 
in the City and County of Galveston, Texas, as a “Galveston Landmark” and as a 
historically or archeologically significant site in need of tax relief to encourage its 
preservation.” 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GALVESTON, TEXAS: 
 

SECTION 1. The findings and recitations set out in the preamble to this Ordinance 
are found true and correct and they are hereby adopted by the City Council and made a part 
hereof for all purposes. 
 
 SECTION 2.  After public hearing, the City Council approves the request for 
Landmark Designation of the property located at 4824 Austin Drive and legally described 
as Lot 8, Palm Gardens, a Subdivision, in the City and County of Galveston, Texas, subject 
to the following condition: 
 
Standard Condition: 
 

1. As with all properties containing a Historic Overlay Designation, including Landmark 
Designations, exterior alterations to the property will be subject to review and 
approval by the Landmark Commission and must conform to the Design Standards 
for Historic Properties of Galveston, Texas. 
 

 SECTION 3. Pursuant to City of Galveston Ordinance Number 15-059, the City 
Council designates the structure as a “historically or archeologically significant site in need 
of tax relief to encourage its preservation”.  The property is eligible to participate in the 
City of Galveston’s Tax Exemption for New Galveston Landmarks Program.  New 
Galveston Landmarks located outside of historic districts are eligible for a 35% reduction 
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in City of Galveston property taxes for a period of five years. 
 
SECTION 4. The City of Galveston Historic Preservation Officer will maintain 

all records and will record the property’s Landmark Designation in the Official Public 
Records of Real Property of Galveston County, in the tax records of the City of Galveston 
and the Central Appraisal District, and in the Official Zoning Maps of the City of 
Galveston, Texas. 

 
SECTION 5.  It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the 

sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and, 
if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance should be declared 
invalid by the final judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and 
sections of this Ordinance. 
 

SECTION 6. All Ordinances or parts thereof in conflict herewith are repealed to 
the extent of such conflict only. 

 
SECTION 7. In accordance with the provisions of Sections 12 and 13 of Article 

II of The City Charter this Ordinance has been publicly available in the office of the City 
Secretary for not less than 72 hours prior to its adoption; that this Ordinance may be read 
and published by descriptive caption only. 
 

SECTION 8. This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and 
publication in accordance with the provisions of The Charter of the City of Galveston. 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
_____________________________ 
DONNA M. FAIRWEATHER 
ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY 
 
 
 I, Janelle Williams, Secretary of the City Council of the City of Galveston, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of an Ordinance adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Galveston at its Regular Meeting held on March 26, 2020, as the same 
appears in records of this office. 
 
 IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I subscribe my name hereto officially under the 
corporate seal of the City of Galveston this _________________, 2020. 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
  Secretary for the City Council 
  of the City of Galveston 



City Council   
Planning and Development Division  
City of Galveston 
March 26, 2020 
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20LC-007 STAFF REPORT 
ADDRESS: 
4824 Austin Drive 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 
Property is legally described as Lot 8, Palm 
Gardens, a Subdivision, in the City and 
County of Galveston, Texas. 
 
APPLICANT/REPRESENTATIVE: 
Dr. Calvin E. Buckley 
 
PROPERTY OWNER: 
Same 
 
ZONING DISTRICT: 
Residential, Single-Family (R-1) 
 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: 
N/A 
 
REQUEST: 
Request for designation as a Galveston 
Landmark  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Approval with Conditions 
 
EXHIBITS: 
A – Applicant’s Submittal 
B – Supplemental Research 
 
STAFF: 
Daniel Lunsford 
Planner 
409-797-3659 
dlunsford@galvestonTX.gov  
 
 

Public Notice and Comment: 

Sent Returned In Favor Opposed No 
Comment 

 30 1 1 0 0 
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Zoning and Land Use Location Zoning Land Use 
Subject 
Site 

Residential, Single-Family (R-1)  
 

Residential 

North Residential, Single-Family (R-1)  Residential 
South Residential, Single-Family (R-1)  Residential 
East Residential, Single-Family (R-1)  Residential 
West Residential, Single-Family (R-1)  Residential 

 

Executive Summary The applicants are requesting designation of the above referenced address, as a 
Galveston Landmark.  

Analysis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As per Article 10 of the Land Development Regulations, the following criteria should be 
considered during the Landmark Designation review process: 
 
1. The character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural 

characteristics of the City of Galveston, Galveston County, the State of Texas, or the 
United States.  

The history of the Palm Gardens neighborhood is associated with the adjacent Cedar 
Lawn Neighborhood Conservation District.  According to the Cedar Lawn Association, 
W.L. Moody III founded the Cedar Lawn Development Company in 1926 with partner 
Clark W. Thompson.  Moody’s house at 5115 Avenue T is currently a Galveston 
landmark.  Shortly thereafter, the Cedar Lawn Development Company added eight 
blocks west of Cedar Lawn between Avenue L and Avenue N 1/2 to the project, calling 
this area Palm Gardens.  As noted in the Galveston Architectural Guidebook, the small 
lots of the subdivision indicate it was meant for homeowners of more modest means. 

2. Representative of an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, 
community, or city.   

Insurance records provided by the applicant show that the house at 4824 Austin Drive 
was built in 1928 for Robert J. Bohn Sr. and wife Lydia M. Taylor Bohn.  The record 
notes the house contained five rooms, including a kitchenette, bathroom, and “back 
room”.   In 1943 the Bohns sold the house to Mabel Holman Williamson; she and 
husband Frank owned the house until 1985, longer than any other single owner. 

The Robert and Lydia Bohn house is a brick Craftsman bungalow style common to the 
Palm Gardens neighborhood and seen in other parts of the city as well, such as along 
Avenue O.  This particular style of bungalow is characterized primarily by the use of 
brick to describe architectural details such as handrails, arches, columns, and lintels 
and by the low roof pitches more common to Prairie- or later Ranch-style houses.  
Altogether, these houses exhibit a unique style that does not readily fit into any other 
category. 

3. Association with the lives of people significant in the city, region, state or national 
past. 

Robert J. “Bob” Bohn Sr. was born on September 8, 1893 in Galveston; his obituary 
notes him as a “lifelong Galvestonian” though he may have also lived in La Marque 
for some time after 1947.   Mr. Bohn was a veteran of World War I, worked for Kelso 
Marine for a time, and was a retiree from Model Laundry after 32 years there.  He 
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Financial Incentives for 
Historic Properties 
 
Other Reviews 
 

was also a bailiff for the county court, and was commander of the Galveston American 
Legion post.  

Lydia M. Taylor Bohn was born on November 11, 1899 in Galveston; her obituary 
notes she resided in Galveston until 1947, sixteen years before her passing.  She was 
member and past president of several civic organizations, including the Maco Stewart 
Auxiliary Post #29, the Bay Area 40 & 8 Club, and La Marque Home Demonstration 
Club.  Together Robert and Lydia had several children and numerous grandchildren.  

4. Retention of historic integrity, meaning that the property possesses several, and 
usually most, of the following aspects of integrity: location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling or association.  
The Robert and Lydia Bohn House retains its historic integrity and retains its original 
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.  It is a prime 
example of the unique Craftsman- style variation of domestic architecture seen 
throughout Galveston and especially in the Palm Gardens neighborhood. 

 
The property is eligible for the Financial Incentive for Historic Properties for new 
Galveston Landmarks. 
 
Landmark Commission heard this request at the February 17, 2020, meeting and 
unanimously recommended approval.  Planning Commission heard this request at the 
February 18, 2020, meeting and also unanimously recommended approval.  

Staff Recommendation Staff recommends approval with the following condition: 
 
Standard Condition: 

1. As with all properties containing a Historic Overlay Designation, including 
Landmark Designations, exterior alterations to the property will be subject to 
review and approval by the Landmark Commission and must conform to the 
Design Standards for Historic Properties of Galveston, Texas. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
         February 19, 2020 
______________________________________     _________________________ 
Daniel Lunsford      Date 
 
 
 

 

dlunsford
DAL Signature



ATTACHMENT  A



















ATTACHMENT  B 

Source: www.findagrave.com/Galveston County Daily News 




