CITY OF GALVESTON STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
WORKSHOP DISCUSSION

The 87th Legislative Session is scheduled to convene on January 12, 2021 and end on May 31, 2021. 

Texas Municipal League has reached out for topics to include in their Legislative agenda.  As such it is timely to consider the City’s Legislative program for the upcoming session.  To the extent we can partner with TML we can consider it.   But there are advantages and disadvantages.  There is palpable disdain for TML among many in the Legislature, a clear disadvantage.   On the other hand, its organizational ability and communications network are invaluable tools in assessment of trends in Austin.

In the past two sessions the City has had major accomplishments.  Two sessions ago the City proposed a disaster relief provision to evade sought after tax caps until real property values returned to pre- storm values.   The legislation on tax caps did not become law, but was reintroduced in the last session and was included in the final bill.   In the last legislative session the City was able to handle the police pension plan reform.   The City was able to have legislation passed by both houses to extend governmental immunity to expenditures of federally funded disaster relief programs, to ensure another CDM matter could happen; unfortunately the Governor vetoed the Legislation.  These initiatives were accomplished without involvement of TML.

So although we have had success independent of TML, the recommendation remains to work with TML whenever possible.

In the past, the priorities of the city have been organized in the following categories:

1. Legislative Priorities – 
· Protect a Diverse Local Revenue Base
· Strengthen State and Local Partnership Roles and Responsibilities
· Promote Local Self-Determination (Governance)
· Oppose Unfunded State and Federal Mandates

2. Legislative Requests (Galveston-specific bills)

3. Regional and Statewide Legislation Supported by the City of Galveston

4. Legislative Policy Statements



About Redistricting:

This session follows the release of the US Census and that typically garners much time and energy in Austin.   However, the Department of Commerce has requested the date release be delayed due to difficulties flowing from the pandemic.  The impact of this delay on State redistricting will have to be weighed after the release of the data.


Legislation that could be sponsored by the City and/or by TML:

1. Governmental immunity for contract claims related to disaster recovery programs financed by federal funds-

This would be a reintroduction of legislation successfully passed by both houses in the last session.   The purpose is to ensure that when the City is administering a federally funded program it is not exposed to claims for damages and avoid another CDM experience.

2. Increased IT security in the procurement process-

The City is required to publicly procure high technology items; i.e. computer hardware and  software.   Advertising the types of systems we seek also alerts hackers of precisely the systems we are using which could in turn create a hacking opportunity.   The solution would be to allow public procurement but to keep confidential the precise systems we are considering purchasing.    This may not entirely protect the City, but on the other hand why tell the bad guys what systems we are using.  This recommendation was made by Hope Dean of the City IT Department. 

3. Port procurement legislation- 

Transportation Code Ch 54.054 provide that the Port will competitively bid procurements unless excepted by the section. There are reasonable exceptions for personal or professional services, real estate transaction and purchase of insurance.   However, another exception allows competitive bidding to be averted if “if the board determines that the delay posed by the competitive bidding procedure would prevent or substantially impair the operation of a port.”  Although this is a Port issue it is placed for City discussion.


4. Municipal Court of record-

Increase of maximum jurisdictional limit and/or grant power to add injunctive relief.

5. Municipal Court of record-

Require municipalities to treat judges as employees for the purpose of FICA and IRS withholding.  

6. Texas Municipal Retirement System-

Seek opportunities to sunset the three pension plans serving city employees and moving into TMRS.

7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Voting-

Shall voting by mail be expanded.

A note on local control issues:

There has been a consistent erosion of local control over municipal and county affairs due to Legislative action.   It is anticipated this will be an ongoing initiative.

TML General Counsel has observed the last several sessions have seen increasingly aggressive assault on issues we would consider to be matters of local control. He expects that this session is likely to see an even more aggressive assault on local control issues.   He expects that the local authority given mayors and county judges in the Texas Emergency Management Act will certainly be closely examined.
   
However, the Republicans hold a nine seat majority in the House.   Once again there is an anticipated “blue wave” which conceivably cause the House to tip to a Democratic majority and conceivably blunt the assault on local control.

Simply stated we will need to monitor the legislation and identify those bills which are a challenge to our autonomy. 


















