

Chapter 22 - MUNICIPAL COURT
ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL 
[bookmark: _Hlk28863119]Sec. 22-1. - municipal court of record Municipal Court of Record created. 
(a) In accordance with the provisions of the City Charter and applicable state law, there is hereby created the "Municipal Court of Record in the City of Galveston, Texas." The municipal court of record shall be comprised of as many divisions as the city council deems as necessary. 
i. The Municipal Court of Record may be referenced as the Municipal Court for the City of Galveston. 
(b) The court shall have no term and may sit at any time for the transaction of business of the court. Where the term "municipal court" is used in the city's Charter or this Code it shall mean the municipal court of record created herein. Any provision of the city Charter, city ordinances, or state law that is applicable to a municipal court shall be applicable to the municipal court of record created herein unless the provision is in conflict or inconsistent with chapters 29 or 30 of the Texas Government Code, as amended, which governs municipal courts of record. 
Sec. 22-2. - Additional jurisdiction. 
The municipal court of record Municipal Court of Record shall also have: 
(a)	Concurrent jurisdiction with a justice court in any precinct in which the municipality is located in criminal cases that arise within the territorial limits of the city and are punishable by fine only; 
(b)	Civil jurisdiction for the purpose of enforcing municipal ordinances enacted under subchapter Subchapter A, chapter Chapter 214, Local Government Code, or subchapter Subchapter E, chapter Chapter 683, Transportation Code, as amended; 
(c)	Concurrent jurisdiction with a district court or a county court at law under subchapter Subchapter B, chapter Chapter 54, Texas Local Government Code, as amended, within the city's territorial limits and property owned by the city located in the city's extraterritorial jurisdiction for the purpose of enforcing health and safety and nuisance abatement ordinances; and 
(d)	Authority to issue: 
(1)	Search warrants for the purpose of investigating a health and safety or nuisance abatement ordinance violation; and 
(2)	Seizure warrants for the purpose of securing, removing, or demolishing the offending property and removing the debris from the premises. 
ARTICLE II.		MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE
Sec. 22-3. –  Municipal Judge  
I. Presiding Municipal Judge.
a. The City Council shall appoint a Municipal Judge to be the Presiding Municipal Judge of the Municipal Court of Record for a term of two (2) years.  
b. No person who has served for six (6) consecutive years as the Presiding Municipal Judge shall be reappointed to that position unless two (2) years shall have elapsed during which time such person shall not have served as presiding municipal judge; provided, however, any person who shall have completed six (6) years' consecutive service prior to the expiration of their present term shall be permitted to continue to serve for the duration of such term, but shall not be eligible for reappointment except upon the expiration of two (2) years thereafter. 
i. The term limit provisions of subsection (a)(1) shall not apply to associate municipal judge appointments governed by the City Charter or state law.  
II. Municipal Judge Requirements.
a. A person may not serve as a municipal judge if the person is employed as an employee of the city. A municipal judge who accepts employment with the city vacates the judicial office.
b. A person may not serve as a municipal judge and hold an elected position in the City of Galveston or in Galveston County.
c. Appointments of municipal judge by the City Council shall be made on or before October 1, to correspond with the city fiscal year.
d. The municipal judge shall be a licensed attorney in good standing in the State of Texas. 
e. The municipal judge shall be a citizen of the United States.
f. The municipal judge shall be a resident of and domiciled in the city for not less than three (3) years  immediately prior to appointment and continue to reside and be domiciled in the city while serving as municipal court judge. 
g. The municipal judge shall have five (5) or more years of experience in the practice of law in this state.
III. The Municipal Judges appointed hereunder are entitled to receive compensation and other benefits as set by the city council. 
IV. The compensation of the Municipal Judges may not be diminished during the term of office and may not be based directly or indirectly on fines, fees, or other costs collected by the court. 
V. A Municipal Judge may be removed from office by the City Council pursuant to the City Charter or as provided by Section 1-a, Article V, Texas Constitution. 
VI. In the event a vacancy occurs in the office of Municipal Judge, the City Council shall appoint a qualified person to fill the office for the remainder of the unexpired term. 
Sec. 22-3. - Municipal judge appointment. 
(a)  The municipal court of record is presided over by the presiding municipal judge who shall be appointed by the city council for a term of two (2) years. A person may not serve as a municipal judge if the person is employed as an employee of the city. A municipal judge who accepts employment with the city vacates the judicial office. The current judges shall continue in office through the expiration of their current terms. 
(1)  Initial presiding judge. Upon the adoption of the ordinance from which this section is derived, the presiding judge of the municipal court of the city shall become the presiding judge of the city municipal court of record. The initial term of the presiding judge of the municipal court shall expire two (2) years from the date of his/her last appointment by the city council. 
(2)  Initial associate judge. Upon the adoption of the ordinance from which this section is derived, the associate judge of the municipal court of the city shall become the associate judge of the city municipal court of record. The initial term of the associate judge of the municipal court shall expire two (2) years from the date of his/her last appointment by the city council. 
(3)  At the conclusion of the initial terms described herein, all succeeding terms of a presiding judge and an associate judge shall be two (2) years from the date of their appointment by the city council. 
(b)  The municipal court judge must be a licensed attorney in good standing in the State of Texas; a citizen of the United States; a resident of and domiciled in the city for not less than three (3) years immediately prior to appointment and continue to reside and be domiciled in the city while serving as municipal court judge; and have five (5) or more years of experience in the practice of law in this state. 
(c)  The presiding judge and associate municipal judges appointed hereunder are entitled to receive compensation and other benefits as set by the city council. 
(d)  The compensation of the presiding judge and associate municipal judges may not be diminished during the term of office and may not be based directly or indirectly on fines, fees, or other costs collected by the court. 
(e)  A judge of a municipal court of record may be removed from office by the city council pursuant to the city Charter or as provided by Section 1-a, Article V of the Texas Constitution. 
(f)  In the event a vacancy occurs in the office of presiding judge or associate municipal judge, the city council shall appoint a qualified person to fill the office for the remainder of the unexpired term. 
Sec. 22-4. - Powers and duties of mMunicipal Jjudges. 
The duties of the judge of the municipal court of record shall be all those imposed by the laws of the state and this chapter. 
(a)	If more than one division of the municipal court of record is created, the judge of each division may at any time exchange benches and sit and act for each other in any pending case, matter, or proceeding. 
(b)	The presiding judge and associate municipal judges shall: 
(1)	Hold court within the city at a place designated by the city council; 
(2)	Follow all rules of procedure contained in the city ordinances and state law; 
(3)	Enter on the docket of the municipal court of record, over which the municipal judge presides, appropriate notations of the disposition of each case; 
(4)	Take judicial notice of state law, ordinances and corporate limits of the municipality; 
(5)	Have authority to preside over any municipal court of record of the city, and may exchange benches with other judges; and 
(c)	The presiding judge and the associate municipal judge have all other powers and duties assigned to a municipal judge by the city Charter, other city ordinance. Chapters 29 and 30 of the Texas Government Code, Chapter 45 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, or other state law. 
(d)	The presiding judge and associate municipal judge may grant writs of mandamus, attachment, or other writs necessary to the enforcement of a the jurisdiction of the court and may issue writs of habeas corpus in cases in which the offense charged is within the jurisdiction of the court. A municipal judge is a magistrate and may issue administrative search warrants. 
(e)	The presiding judge shall have the following additional duties and powers: 
(1)	Provide for equal distribution of cases and work-load among the associate municipal judges; 
(2)	Have the power to transfer cases and to assign associate municipal judges to preside over various cases; 
(3)	While court is in session, during court proceedings will supervise and control the operation and clerical functions of the court, including the court's personnel.
(f)	The Municipal Judge shall deal with the administrative services of the Municipal Court solely through the Clerk of the Municipal Court or the City Manager. 
Sec. 22-5. - Temporary Municipal Court Judge. 
The city council may appoint one or more temporary municipal judges.  A temporary municipal judge must have the same qualifications as that is required for a municipal Judge and shall have the same powers and duties of a municipal judge in the municipal court. 
ARTICLE III.	COURT ADMINISTRATOR – CLERK OF THE MUNICIPAL COURT
Sec. 22-6. – Court Administrator – Clerk of the Municipal Court Municipal court clerk appointment. 
(a) The city manager or designee shall appoint a clerk of the municipal court of record who shall be known as the Court Administrator or the Clerk of the Municipal Court. The Court Administrator shall make those recommendations for hire of such other deputy clerks as may be deemed appropriate.
(a)	The city manager shall appoint a clerk of the municipal court of record who shall be known as the court administrator, and shall recommend appointment of such other municipal court clerks as may be deemed appropriate by the court administrator. 
 (b)	During proceedings before the court, the court administrator and other court personnel will perform their court room duties under the direction and control of the presiding judge. 
(c)	The court administrator may hire and remove the personnel authorized in the city's annual budget for the municipal court clerk's office. 
(d)	The court administrator shall prepare a budget for the municipal court of record and carry out any other administrative functions deemed necessary by the city manager, or his designee. 
Sec. 22-7. - Court Administrator - Municipal court clerk powers and duties. 
(a) The court administrator or his/her deputy shall keep the records of the municipal court of record, issue process, and generally perform the duties of the court that a clerk of the a county court exercising criminal jurisdiction is required by law to perform for that court. The clerk shall also maintain an index of all court judgments in the same manner as county clerks are required by law to prepare for criminal cases arising in county courts. The clerk shall perform the duties in accordance with state law, city charter, and city ordinances. 
(b) The court administrator or their designee, deputy clerk shall be present at all sessions of the municipal court and shall assist the judge of said court in the proper functions of the court. 
(c) (b)	The court administrator shall:
(1) Prepare and maintain accurate dockets and minutes for each municipal court of record created under this article;
(2) Have custody of all documents and papers relating to the business of the municipal court of record;
(3) Supervise the collections of fines imposed by the municipal court of record
(4)	Maintain complaints for all cases in the municipal court of record for which a complaint is required by law; 
(5)	Be responsible for full and proper accounting of all fines collected and issue receipt to a person who pays a fine with cash money; and 
(6)	Preserve the records of the municipal court of record in accordance with the city records retention schedule; and 
(7)	Have all other powers and duties assigned to a court clerk by the city Charter, other city ordinances, Chapters 29 and 30 of the Texas Government Code, Chapter 45 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, or other state law. 
(d)(c)The court clerk Administrator shall acquire and maintain a seal in conformance with state law for the municipal court of record in the city. 
(e)(d)	The court clerk Administrator clerk shall supervise the selection of persons for jury service in the municipal court of record. 
(f)	The Court Administrator or any of the deputy clerks shall have no authority to dismiss any case filed with the court, continue any case pending in the court, or accept any fines less than the minimum prescribed, except by written order of the judge of the municipal court. 
Sec. 22-8. - Complaints. 
Proceedings in the municipal court of record shall commence by complaint, as provided by state law. 
Sec. 22-9. - Costs for producing records. 
The municipal court shall charge for producing records pursuant to a written request as provided by Rule 12 of the Texas for Rules of Judicial Administration. Such charge shall be in conformance with charges established by the Texas General Services Commission. 
Sec. 22-10. - Record of proceedings. 
Upon request of the judge or upon written request of one of the parties to a trial, proceedings of the municipal court of record, limited to trial testimony and hearings on motions before the court, shall be recorded. For the purpose of recording the proceedings and preserving a record in cases tried before the municipal court of record, a good quality electronic recording device shall be used. When the recording device is used, a court reporter need not be present at the trial to certify the reporter's record. The recording shall be kept and stored for a ninety (90) day period beginning the day after the last day of the proceeding, trial or denial of motion for a new trial, whichever occurs last. If the case is appealed, the proceedings shall be transcribed by an official court reporter. 
Sec. 22-11. - Appeal; appeal bond; fees. 
(a)	A defendant has the right of appeal from a judgment or conviction in the municipal court of record. The state has the right to an appeal as provided by Article 44.01,  Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, as amended. 
(b)	Appeals shall be in accordance with Chapter 30 of the Texas Government Code, or other applicable state law.
(b) 	The appellate court shall determine each appeal from the court on the basis of the errors that are set forth in the appellant's motion and that are presented in the clerk's record and reporter's record, if any, prepared from the proceedings leading to the appeal. An appeal from the court shall not be by trial de novo. 
(c)  To perfect an appeal, the defendant must file a motion for new trial not later than the 10th after the date on which the judgment and sentence are rendered. The motion must set forth the points of error of which the appellant complains. The motion or an amended motion may be amended by leave of court at any time before action on the motion is taken, but not later than the 20th day after the date on which the original or amended motion is filed. The court may for good cause extend the time for filing or amending, but the extension may not exceed ninety (90) days from the original deadline. If the court does not act on the motion before the expiration of the thirty (30) days allowed for determination of the motion the original or amended motion is overruled by operation of law. 
(d)  To perfect an appeal, the appellant must also give notice of the appeal. If the appellant requests a hearing on the motion for new trial, the appellant may give the notice of appeal orally in open court on the overruling of the motion. If there is no hearing, the appellant must give a written notice of appeal and must file the notice with the court not later than the 10th day after the date on which the motion is overruled. The court may for good cause extend that time period, but the extension may not exceed ninety (90) days from the original filing date. 
(e)  If the defendant is not in custody, the defendant may not take an appeal until the defendant files an appeal bond with the municipal court of record. The bond must be approved by the court and must be filed not later than the 10th day after the date on which the motion for new trial is overruled. If the defendant is in custody, the defendant shall be committed to jail unless the defendant posts the appeal bond. 
(f)  The appeal bond must be in the amount of one hundred dollars ($100.00) or double the amount of the fines and costs adjudged against the defendant, whichever is greater. 
(g)  The bond must: 
(1)  state that the defendant was convicted in the case and has appealed; and 
(2)  be conditioned on the defendant's immediate and daily personal appearance in the court to which the appeal is taken. 
(h)  After an order overruling a motion for new trial, the defendant shall give written notice of appeal and pay a fee for the preparation of the clerk's record of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) not later than ten (10) days after the date on which the motion is overruled. The court shall note the payment of the fee on the docket of the court. If the case is reversed on appeal, the fee shall be refunded to the defendant. The defendant shall pay the fee for the preparation of the clerk's record and the fee for an actual transcription of the proceedings. 
(i)  The appellant shall pay for any reporter's record containing a transcription of the proceedings unless the court finds, after a hearing in response to an affidavit by the defendant, that the defendant is unable to pay or provide security for the reporter's record. If the court so finds, the court shall order the reporter to prepare the record without charge to the defendant. Before the recorded proceedings are transcribed, the defendant shall, unless found by the court to be unable to pay for the reporter's record, post a cash deposit with the municipal court for the estimated cost of the record. The cash deposit shall be based on an estimate provided by the court reporter or the length of proceedings as indicated by the amount of tape used to electronically record the proceedings, if any, the cost of the court reporter. typing, and other incidental services. The municipal court may post a current schedule of the charges for transcription fees, including deposits. If the cash deposit exceeds the actual cost of the reporter's record, the court reporter shall refund the difference to the defendant. If the cash deposit is insufficient to cover the actual cost of the transcription, the defendant must pay the additional amount to the court reporter before the transcription may be submitted. If a case is reversed on appeal, the court shall promptly refund to the defendant any amounts paid for the reporter's record. 
(j)  The record on appeal must substantially conform to the provisions relating to the preparation of a record on appeal in the Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure and the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, as amended. 
Sec. 22-12. - Seal. 
The municipal court of record shall have a seal with a star of five (5) points in the center and the words "Municipal Court of Galveston, of/in Texas", the impress of which shall be attached to all papers issued out of said court except subpoenas and shall be used to authenticate the official acts of the clerk and of the judge. The court seal may be created by electronic means, including optical imaging, optical disk, or other electronic reproduction technique that does not permit changes, additions, or deletions to an original document created by the same type of system. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]ARTICLE IV.	MUNICIPAL COURT PROSECUTOR : DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY
Sec. 22-13. - Municipal prosecutor; appointment of deputy. 
(a) Chief municipal prosecutor; appointment of deputy. The city attorney shall be the chief municipal prosecutor for the trial of misdemeanor offenses and for purposes of matters related to code violations and compliance.  
(b) Upon recommendation of the City Attorney, the city council may appoint one or more additional assistant city attorneys to act as deputy municipal prosecutors.  Any such prosecutor serving under this section shall be independent of all other city departments and shall report directly to the city attorney. 
(c) Such attorney(s) shall be licensed to practice law in the state but need not be employees of the city. 
(d) The city attorney, all assistant city attorneys and the municipal court prosecutor are "Deputy City Attorneys" as referenced in the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure.
(a)  Chief municipal prosecutor; appointment of deputy. The city attorney shall be the chief municipal prosecutor for the trial of misdemeanor offenses and for purposes of matters related to code violations and compliance but may, with the approval of the city council, appoint additional assistant city attorneys to act as deputy municipal prosecutors for such purposes. Any such prosecutor serving under this section shall be independent of all other city departments and shall report directly to the city attorney. 
(b)  Term of office; scope of authority. Pursuant to article V, section 6 of the city Charter, any deputy municipal prosecutor appointed under this section shall serve at the pleasure of city council as provided in this chapter and in accordance with state law. 
Secs. 22-13—22-19. - Reserved. 
ARTICLE II. - CLERK 
Sec. 22-20. - Attendance at all court sessions. 
The clerk of the municipal court, also known as court administrator or the clerk's designee, shall be present at all sessions of the municipal court and shall assist the judge of said court in the proper functions of the court. 
Sec. 22-21. - Powers. 
The clerk of the municipal court, or the clerk's designee, The court administrator or their designee shall have the power to administer oaths, make certificates, affix the seal of the court thereto, and otherwise perform any and all acts necessary in issuing process of said court in conducting the business thereof. 
Sec. 22-22. - Deputy clerks. 
The court administrator or their designee Deputy clerks shall have authority to act for and on behalf of the clerk of the municipal court in all matters wherein the clerk may act. 
Sec. 22-23. - Limitations on clerk, deputy clerks. 
The clerk of the municipal court or any of the deputy clerks shall have no authority to dismiss any case filed with the court, continue any case pending in the court, or accept any fines less than the minimum prescribed, except by written order of the judge of the municipal court. 
Secs. 22-24—22-39. - Reserved. 
ARTICLE  V.   __COURT PROCEDURE 
Sec. 22-40. - Generally. 
Sec. 22-14. - Generally
The judge of the municipal court shall hear all cases set for trial on the criminal and traffic dockets in accordance with the procedure as prescribed in the Code of Criminal Procedure and shall assess such punishment as is prescribed by law on all persons found guilty on the offense as charged. 
Sec. 22-41. - Reserved. 
Sec. 22. 15 - Criminal docket. 
(a)	Each day the clerk of the municipal court shall compile a court docket. 
(b)	The docket shall be subject to call by the judge of the municipal court at 8:00 a.m. each day Monday through Friday, except on legal holidays as designated by the city council. 
Sec. 22-43. - Reserved. 
Sec. 22-16. - Dismissal of cases. 
(a)	No case pending in municipal court shall be dismissed except upon motion of the city attorney or the city attorney's designee, the defendant or their his attorney, or on the judge's own motion for good cause shown. 
(b)	The municipal court is authorized to collect a special expense a fine for services performed for cases in which the laws of the state require that the case be dismissed because of action by or on behalf of the defendant which was subsequent to the date of the alleged offense. Said special expense fine shall be in the amount prescribed by state law. 
Sec. 22-17. - Failure to appear in court - Violation of promise to appear.
1. Initial Court Setting:
(a) The judge may not issue an arrest warrant for the defendant's failure to appear at the initial court setting, unless:
(1) the judge provides by telephone or regular mail to the defendant notice that includes:
a. a date and time, occurring within the 30-day period following the date that notice is provided, when the defendant must appear before the judge;
b. the name and address of the court with jurisdiction in the case;
c. information regarding alternatives to the full payment of any fine or costs owed by the defendant, if the defendant is unable to pay that amount; and
d. an explanation of the consequences if the defendant fails to appear before the judge as required; and
(2) the defendant fails to appear before the judge as required.
(b) A defendant who receives notice pursuant to this section may request an alternative date or time to appear before the judge if the defendant is unable to appear on the date and time included in the notice.
(c) When any person charged with a violation fails to appear on the date and time as required, the Court Administrator or deputy clerk shall prepare and file in accordance with state law:
a. failure to appear;
b. a violation of a promise to appear;
c. a warrant issued for the failure to appear or the violation of a promise to appear. 
2. When any person charged with a criminal offense and released on personal bond as prescribed in the Code of Criminal Procedure fails to appear at the time set in said bond, the Judge shall cause a warrant to be issued for the arrest of any such person.
3. When a warrant for arrest for any person is issued pursuant to any violation hereunder or otherwise pursuant to Texas Penal Code § 38.10 or the Texas Transportation Code § 543.009, such person shall be charged a warrant reimbursement fee in the amount prescribed by state law for the issuance and service of such warrant, and such funds shall be expended by the city as required and permitted by law.
Sec. 22-45. - Failure to appear in court. 
(a)  When any person charged with a traffic violation fails to appear on the date set on the traffic citation issued to him, the clerk of the municipal court, or the clerk's designee, shall prepare and file a complaint for failure to appear or the violation of a promise to appear and have a warrant issued to arrest any such person. 
(b)  When any person charged with a criminal offense and released on personal bond as prescribed in the Code of Criminal Procedure fails to appear at the time set in said bond, the clerk of the municipal court, or the clerk's designee, shall cause a warrant to be issued for the arrest of any such person. 
(c)  When a warrant for arrest for any person is issued pursuant to any violation hereunder or otherwise pursuant to V.T.C.A., Penal Code § 38.10 or V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 543.009, such person shall be charged an additional special expense in the amount prescribed by state law for the issuance and service of such warrant, and such funds shall be expended by the city as required and permitted by law. 
Sec. 22-46. - Jury charges. 
The judge need not charge the jury except upon charges requested in writing by the defendant or his attorney, and he may give or refuse such charges. 
ARTICLE VI. ___ JUVENILE CASE MANAGER FUND.
Sec. 22-18. - Juvenile case manager fund. 
The Municipal Court shall operate the Juvenile Case Manager fund in accordance with state law.
(a)	As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them as follows: 
Convicted shall have the meaning as defined in V.T.C.A., Texas Code of Criminal Procedure § 102.0174(e), as amended. 
Fee shall mean the juvenile case manager fee established under this section. 
Fund shall mean the juvenile case manager fund established under this section. 
(b)	Pursuant to V.T.C.A., Code of Criminal Procedure § 102.0174, as amended, there is hereby established the juvenile case manager fund, which will be a separate fund in the city treasury, to be administered by or under the direction of the city council. 
(c)	Each defendant convicted of a fine-only misdemeanor offense in the municipal court shall pay a juvenile case manager fee of five dollars ($5.00) as a cost of court in addition to any other fines, penalties, or court costs required by city ordinance or state or federal law. A separate fee must be paid for each separate conviction of a fine-only misdemeanor offense. 
(d)	The municipal judge may waive the juvenile case manager fee in the case of financial hardship. 
(e)	The municipal court administrator shall collect the fee and pay it to the city treasury for deposit in the fund. The fund may be used only to finance the salary and benefits of a juvenile case manager employed under V.T.C.A., Code of Criminal Procedure § 45.056, as amended. 
Sec. 22-48. - Reserved. 
ARTICLE VII.	MUNICIPAL COURT BUILDING SECURITY FUND
Sec. 22-19. - Municipal court building security fee. 
(a)	The Municipal Court shall operate the Municipal Court Building Security fund in accordance with state law
There is hereby created and established a municipal court building security fund, pursuant to V.T.C.A., Code of Criminal Procedure art. 102.017. 
(b)	The municipal court clerk of the city is authorized and required to assess a municipal court building security fee in the amount provided by state law against all defendants convicted in a trial of a misdemeanor offense each misdemeanor conviction shall be subject to a separate assessment of the fee. 
(c)	The municipal court clerk is authorized and required to collect the fee and to pay the fees collected to the treasury of the city. All fees collected shall be segregated in the fund designated as the municipal court building fund. 
(d)	The funds in the municipal court building security fund shall only be expended for the purchase of security devices and services for the building housing the municipal court of the city. Security devices and services shall include any and all items described in V.T.C.A., the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure art Art.  102.017(d). (d-1).  
 (e)	The municipal court building security fund shall be administered by or under the direction of the city council. 
Secs. 22-58, 22-59. - Reserved. 
ARTICLE VIII.	MUNICIPAL COURT TECHNOLOGY FUND 
Sec. 22-20. - Establishment of Municipal Court Technology Fund. 
Pursuant to V.T.C.A., the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure art Art 102.0172, as it exists now or may be amended, the city creates and establishes the City has established a "municipal court technology fund" (technology fund). The Municipal Court shall operate the Municipal Court Technology fund in accordance with state law.
Sec. 22-21. - Establishment of amount of fee Fee; assessment; collection. 
(a)	The technology fee shall be assessed and collected from any defendant convicted for a misdemeanor offense in the municipal court. The fee shall be deemed a "cost of court." A defendant shall be considered convicted if: 
(1)	The municipal court imposes a sentence on the defendant;  a judgment,  sentence or both imposed on the defendant or the person receives a Driving Safety Course, Deferred Disposition or some other deferral pursuant the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure.
(2)	The municipal court places the defendant on community supervision, including deferred adjudication community supervision; or 
(3)	The municipal court defers final disposition of defendant case. 
(b)	The amount of the technology fee shall as provided by state law and shall be assessed for each offense for which a defendant is convicted. The fee shall be collected on conviction for any offense committed on or after September 1, 1999, or the effective date of the ordinance codified in this section, whichever is later. 
(c)	The municipal court clerk shall collect the fee and pay the fee to the director of finance, who shall deposit the fee into the municipal court technology fund. 
Sec. 22-22. - Designated use of the fund and administration. 
(a)	The director of finance or designee may maintain the fund in an interest bearing account and in a general revenue account. 
(b)	The city shall use the fund to finance the purchase of technological enhancements for the municipal court of the city, including, but not limited to: 
(1)	Computer systems; 
(2)	Computer networks; 
(3)	Computer hardware; 
(4)	Computer software; 
(5)	Imaging systems; 
(6)	Electronic kiosks; 
(7)	Electronic ticket writers; or 
(8)	Docket management systems. 
(c)	The fund shall be administered by or under the direction of the city council.  
ARTICLE VII. - MUNICIPAL COURT PROSECUTOR AND TEMPORARY MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE 
Sec. 22-63. - Appointment of temporary municipal court judge. 
The city council may appoint one or more temporary judges to serve if it determines that a regular municipal court judge is temporarily unable to act. A temporary judge must have the same qualifications as the judge he replaces and has the same powers and duties as that judge. 
Sec. 22-64. - Appointment of municipal court prosecutor. 
The city council may appoint one or more attorneys to act as municipal court prosecutor upon recommendation of the city attorney. Such attorney(s) shall be licensed to practice law in the state but need not be employees of the city. The city attorney, all assistant city attorneys and the municipal court prosecutor are "deputy city attorneys" as referenced in the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure. 
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