ORDINANCE NO. 20-____

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON, TEXAS, RELATING TO THE COLLECTION OF ALCOHOL LICENSE TAX IMPOSED ON THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR A PAYMENT PLAN FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE ANNUAL TAX UNTIL AUGUST 31, 2021; ESTABLISHING ELIGIBILITY FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE PAYMENT PROGRAM; PROVIDING FOR MANAGEMENT OF THE PAYMENT PROGRAM BY THE CITY MANAGER OR HIS DESIGNEE; MAKING VARIOUS FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT.
_______________________________________________________________________________

	WHEREAS, the Code of the City of Galveston Article II Section 4.21 provides that no person may manufacture, sell, distribute or store any alcoholic beverage, or engage in any other activity with relation to any alcoholic beverage for which a license or permit is required by the alcoholic beverage code, within the city, without first paying the taxes or fees prescribed herein, obtaining a license or permit to do so from the city, and conspicuously displaying a valid, unrevoked and unexpired permit issued by the city upon the premises at all times; and 

WHEREAS, the Code of the City of Galveston Article II Section 4.22 levies on persons holding permits and on persons holding licenses as defined and required by the alcoholic beverage code who carry on business in the city, an annual occupation tax or fee equal to one-half (½) of the state fee for such permits or licenses, and

     	WHEREAS, the Code of the City of Galveston Article II Section 4.23 provides that all taxes levied under Section 4.22 shall be paid in advance for one (1) year unless such tax is collected for only a portion of the year; and in such event the tax required shall cover the period of time from the date of the permit to midnight of the thirty-first of August next succeeding and only the proportionate part of the tax levied for such permit shall be collected. The fractional part of any month remaining shall be counted as one (1) month in calculating the tax that shall be due; and 
 
WHEREAS, due to the presence of the Corona virus, COVID-19 pandemic the various business entities selling alcohol have experienced a difficult operating environment and the City seeks to grant them a measure of relief; and 

WHEREAS, the Council finds that a one year periodic payment program for payment of their annual license tax would be in the public interest as set forth herein. 

		NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON, TEXAS:

	SECTION 1.  The findings and recitations set out in the preamble to this Ordinance are found to be true and correct and they are hereby adopted by the City Council and made a part hereof for all purposes.

	SECTION 2.   For the fiscal year beginning September 1, 2020 and ending August 31, 2021 the collection of taxes pursuant to the Code of the City of Galveston Article II Section 4-23 shall be as follows:  

Any person who is not delinquent in the payment of the taxes levied under Section 4-23 Article will be entitled to pay their annual tax with a payment plan.   Upon application to the City Manager or his designee, the tax may be paid in four equal quarterly payments.  The installment payments authorized under the Ordinance must be paid entirely by August 31, 2021.  No installment plans will be available after August 31, 2021.  The grace period permitted under state law shall apply. 


	SECTION 3.  It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and, if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance should be declared invalid by the final judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this Ordinance. 

	SECTION 4.  In accordance with the provisions of Sections 12 and 13 of Article II of the City Charter this Ordinance has been publicly available in the office of the City Secretary for not less than 72 hours prior to its adoption; that this Ordinance may be read and published by descriptive caption only.	

	SECTION 5.  This Ordinance shall be and become effective from and after its adoption and publication in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of Galveston.


APPROVED AS TO FORM:


____________________________
DONALD S. GLYWASKY
City Attorney


	On this day I, Janelle Williams, Secretary of the City Council of the City of Galveston, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of an Ordinance adopted by the City Council of the City of Galveston at its regular meeting held on the 23rd day of July, 2020 as the same appears in records of this office.

	IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I subscribe my name hereto officially under the corporate seal of the City of Galveston this _____ day of __________, 20___. 
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