
ORDINANCE NO. 20-056

ANORDINANCE OFTHECITYOFGALVESTON, TEXAS; EXTENDING THESTATE
OFEMERGENCY AND DISASTER RELATED TOTHECOVID-19VIRUS UNTIL
JANUARY 31, 2021, EXTENDING CERTAIN EMERGENCY ORDERS RATIFIED BY
CITY COUNCIL RELATING TOTHE OPERATION OFELECTRONIC AMUSEMENT
MACHINES, THE SUSPENSION OFBUILDING CODE ANDFLOOD PLAIN
REGULATIONS FOR PLACEMENT OFACOVID 19TEMPORARY SCREENING
FACILITY ATSCHOLES AIRPORT; REQUIRING COMMERCIAL ENTITIES
PROVIDING GOODS ORSERVICES DIRECTLY TOTHE PUBLIC TODEVELOP A
HEALTH ANDSAFETY POLICY MANDATING THEWEARING OFMASKS INTHEIR
FACILITY,   REQUIRING THEWEARING OFFACE MASKS INPUBLIC AND
RESTRICTING MASS GATHERINGS; DISCONTINUING THEEMERGENCY ORDER
RESTRICTING INDOOR GATHERINGS OFFIVE HUNDRED PEOPLE ORMORE;  
MAKING VARIOUS FINDINGS ANDPROVISIONS RELATED TOTHESUBJECT,  
PROVIDING FORAPENALTY ANDPROVIDING FORANEFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, CityCouncil findsthat theemergence oftheCoranavirus/Covid 19hasbeen
confirmed inGalveston County bytheGalveston County Health District which hasannounced the
presence ofthedisease caused bycommunity spread; and

WHEREAS, CityCouncil finds theconfirmed presence ofthedisease inthisarearequires
extraordinary measures topreserve thepublic health, control thespread ofthedisease, andprotect
thewelfare ofthecitizenry people andpreserve thedelivery ofservices; and

WHEREAS, theCityofGalveston’sEmergency Management Planhaspreviously been
activated byDeclaration ofLocal Disaster ByProclamation oftheMayor oftheCityofGalveston,  
dated March 16, 2020; and

WHEREAS, Tex. Health & Safety Code §122.006allows ahomerulemunicipalityto
adopt rules toprotect thehealth ofpersons inthemunicipality against communicable diseaseand
theMayor hasissued theEmergency Orders setforthherein andtheCouncil hasratified those
Orders infurtherance andinaccord with thatstatutory authority; and

WHEREAS,theCityCouncil haspreviously passed CityOrdinance 20-045ratifying the
Mayor’sDeclaration ofLocal Disaster andextending ittoSeptember 30, 2020aswellasthe
Emergency Orders detailed inthatOrdinance, and

WHEREAS,theCityCouncil finds theCOVID-19pandemic poses anongoing risktothe
public health andrequires action bythisCouncil. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BEITORDAINED BYTHECITY COUNCIL OFTHE
CITYOFGALVESTON, TEXAS; 

SECTION1.Thefindings andrecitations setoutinthepreamble tothisOrdinance are
found tobetrueandcorrect andtheyarehereby adopted bytheCityCouncil andmadeapart
hereof forallpurposes. 

SECTION2.Assetforth inCityOrdinances20-23and 20-45and inaccordance with
Tex. Health & Safety Code §122.006aswellas Tex. Gov’tCode § 418.108, commonly referred
toastheTexas Disaster Actof1975, andArticleII, Section15 ofTheCityCharter ofOrdinances,  
theCityCouncil findsanddeclares astateofdisaster andemergency intheCityofGalveston asa
resultoftheimpact ofthe emergence oftheCoronavirus/Covid 19inGalveston Countycontinues
toexist intheCityofGalvestonand should beextended tothedate setforthherein. 

SECTION3.Thefollowing Emergency Orders previously ratified byCityCouncil in
Ordinance 20-45, which areincorporated herein byreference asiffullysetforth,continueto bein
forceandeffect: 

Order prohibiting theoperation ofelectronic amusement machines in
businesses intheCityofGalveston; 

Order granting CityStaffAuthority toSuspend theApplication ofBuilding
Code andFlood Plan regulations toallow Construction andPlacement ofa
Temporary Screening Facility byPHIAviation LLC; 

Order requiring commercial entities providing goods orservices directly to
thepublic todevelop ahealth andsafetypolicy mandating thewearing of
facemasks intheir facility,requiring thepublic towear facemasks,  
prohibiting mass gatherings inthecityand limiting access tocitybuildings. 

SECTION4. Relating totheEmergency Order ofJuly10, 2020 issued bytheMayor
restricting indoor gatherings of500persons ormore, which isincorporated herein byreference,  
theCityCouncil determines theOrder isnolonger necessary andisvacated effective September
30, 2020. 

SECTION 5. Aviolation ofanorder setforth above shallbeaClass Cmisdemeanor
punishable byfineasallowed bylawand assetforthin thespecific Order. 

SECTION 6. TheMayorPro Tem, asDirector ofEmergency Management, isfurther
authorizedissue anyfurther Order toprovide, orcause tobeprovided, allarrangements,  
provisions, andmeans necessary andproper toaffectthe coordination ofrelief andaidprograms,  
andproperty restoration andrehabilitation programs, fortheprotection, preservation, and
improvement oflifeandproperty within theCityduring theStateofDisaster andEmergency. 



SECTION 7. These termsofthisOrdinanceshall remain ineffect until5:00p.m. on
January 31,  2021, orfurther action ofCityCouncil, oruponthecessation oftheStateofDisaster
andEmergency intheCityofGalveston byOrderoftheGovernor, whichever mayoccur first.   

SECTION 8. Itishereby declared tobetheintention oftheCityCouncil that thesections,  
paragraphs, sentences, clauses andphrases ofthisOrdinance areseverable and, ifanyphase,  
clause, sentence, paragraph orsection ofthisOrdinance should bedeclared invalid bythefinal
judgment ordecree ofanycourtofcompetent jurisdiction, such invalidity shallnotaffect anyof
theremaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, andsections ofthisOrdinance.  

SECTION 9. AllOrdinances orparts thereof inconflict herewith arerepealed tothe
extent ofsuchconflict only.  

SECTION 10. Inaccordance withtheprovisions ofSections 12and13ofArticle IIofthe
CityCharter thisOrdinance hasbeenpublicly available intheofficeoftheCitySecretary fornot
less than72hours prior toitsadoption; that thisOrdinance maybereadandpublished by
descriptive caption only.  

SECTION 11ThisOrdinance shallbeandbecome effective from andafter itsadoption
andpublication inaccordance with theprovisions oftheCharter oftheCityofGalveston.  

APPROVED ASTOFORM: 

DONALD S. GLYWASKY
CITY ATTORNEY

I,Janelle Williams, Secretary oftheCityCouncil oftheCityofGalveston, dohereby certify
that theforegoing isatrueandcorrect copyofanOrdinance adopted bytheCityCouncil oftheCity
ofGalveston atitsregularmeeting heldonthe17thday ofSeptember, 2020as thesame appears in
records ofthisoffice. 

INTESTIMONY WHEREOF, Isubscribe myname hereto officially under thecorporate
sealoftheCityofGalveston this __________ dayofSeptember, 2020.  

JANELLE WILLIAMS
Secretary for theCityCouncil
oftheCityofGalveston


